














IN THIS ISSUE OF TPS 


. . . thirteen complete messages of John XXIII, 
two of Pius XII... highlights from other papal 
letters and addresses. . . . 


Contemplation 


Trappists are told they have “chosen 
the better part” in the papal address, 
The Contemplative Life in the Church. 
Page 373. 


Seminarians 


Advice is given and help is asked by the 
Holy Father in two messages, Counsels 
for Seminarians, page 363, and A Call 
to Seminarians, page 319. 


Thomism 


The moral teaching of Aquinas has more 
than speculative ends in view, declares 
the Holy Father in The Teaching of 
St. Thomas and the Problems of Today. 
Page 325. 


Teen-agers 


Generosity and enthusiasm characterize 
the adolescent, says Pope John in A 
Word to Teen-agers. Page 346. 


Franciscans 


Pope John’s talk, The Franciscan Rule, 
points out that the substance of Fran- 
ciscanism lies in three virtues. Page 350. 


Marriage 
The sacrament of marriage is under 
constant attack today, the Holy Father 
warns in Guardians of Holy Marriage. 


He describes three weapons for its de- 
fense. Page 356. 


The Rosary 


In The Rosary and This Dangerous Era 
Pope John issues an earnest call for 
prayer to combat the “frightening” re- 


alities of today. Page 370. 


Ecumenical Council 


In his address, Toward the Ecumenical 
Council, the Holy Father gives counsels 
to those entrusted with the awesome task 
of preparing the Second Vatican Coun- 
cil. Page 376. 


Medicine 


Pope Pius XII discusses the problems 
raised by hereditary diseases of the 
blood in two addresses: Problems of 
Heredity, page 386, and Morality and 
Eugenics, page 392. 


also in this issue ... 


are letters and addresses on the Euch- 
arist, St. Paul, the Sabbath, athletics, 
and other topics of interest. 
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NEWS 
and NOTES 


SEMINARIANS in particular should 
find two of the messages in this issue of 
great interest. In A Call to Seminarians 
(p. 319) Pope John asks students for 
the priesthood throughout the world to 
participate in the Ecumenical Council 
by keeping a close interest in it and by 
praying for its success. The message 
Counsels for Seminarians (p. 363) lays 
stress on three practices: perfect con- 
duct, study of Scripture, and recitation 
of the Psalms. 


* 

TWO RELIGIOUS ORDERS and their 
ways of life are the subject of messages 
in this issue. The Contemplative Life in 
the Church (p. 373) is an address to 
Trappists, in which the Supreme Pontiff 
comments upon the value of contempla- 
tion. Three characteristic virtues of 
Franciscans are discussed in detail in 


The Franciscan Rule (p. 350). 


* 


THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY of his 
coronation (November 4th), said the 
Holy Father, gave him a chance to look 
back at “the road covered in the past 
two years,” which he described as his 
“novitiate in the Chair of Peter.” The 
road has been good, he said, and added 
“Tt is a road already traversed brilliantly 


by Our venerable predecessors. All We 
have to do is continue along the same 
way...” 
The N.C.W.C. News Service adjudged 
that in his second year the Holy Father 
has been absorbed by three major 
projects: preparation for the ecumeni- 
cal council; development of the mis- 
sions; improvement of the Church’s 
top-level administration. 
“Characteristically,” said the news 
service report, “all three are concerned 
with the future as well as the present. 
For Pope John has lost none of that 
vigor which caught much of the world 
by surprise after his election on Oc- 


tober 28, 1958.” : 


* 

HIS SEVENTY-NINTH BIRTHDAY 
was celebrated by Pope John on Novem- 
ber 25th. After offering Mass in his 
private chapel for world peace and 
Christian unity, the Pope spent the rest 
of his birthday following his normal 
working routine. The only outward 
signs of festivity were the white and 
gold papal flags flying over the build- 
ings of Vatican City. 


* 


THE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL’S prep- 
atory commissions and secretariats were 
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given an official send-off by the Holy 
Father on November 14, when, some 
five hundred strong, they gathered in 
St. Peter’s Basilica to hear his instruc- 
tions on aims and procedures. (See 
p. 376.) 

It was the first meeting of Pope John 
with the eleven commissions and three 
secretariats he has created to prepare 
for the council. 

This address marked the formal start 
of the second step toward the council, 
although some of the commissions had 
already begun to function. The first stage 
of the council was carried out by the 
“antepreparatory” commission, whose 
task was finished in June 1960. That 
commission gathered advice and sug- 
gestions for the council from all the 
bishops of the world, from Catholic uni- 
versities, and from the Roman Curia. 


* 


DOCUMENTS dealing with the ante- 
preparatory phase are being readied, 
with the first volume already available 
to the public. It contains those letters, 
addresses, and prayers of Pope John 
that have a direct bearing on the council. 
The remaining three volumes, dealing 
with the recommendations gathered by 
the antepreparatory commission, are in 
preparation but will remain secret until 
after the actual assembly of the Second 
Vatican Council. 

This four-volume series treats only 
the antepreparatory phase of the council 
and will be followed by a second series 
on the current preparatory phase. 


* 


THE POSSIBLE REUNION of the 


Christian churches continues to be dis- 
cussed in connection with the council, 
but. in his address to the preparatory 
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group, Pope John repeated what he has 
stated several times before: the Council 
will be concerned primarily with the 
Church’s internal structure. He also 
asked the heads of churches not in com- 
munion with the Holy See to wait until 
completion of the council before mak- 
ing “contacts at a higher level.” How- 
ever, he also invited them to follow the 
work of the council closely. 


* 


CARDINAL BEA, head of the council’s 
secretariat on Christian unity, which is 
charged with keeping non-Catholic 
Christians informed of pertinent activi- 
ties concerning the council, recently said 
that the goal of reunion will demand 
time, charity, and patience. However, he 
added, “one must not lack that confi- 
dence which is based above all on 
prayer.” 

Archbishop Heenan of Liverpool, a 
member of the secretariat on Christian 
unity, said that the movement toward 
unity will be slow and that the Vatican 
therefore discourages undue optimism. 
Nevertheless, he said, creation of the 
secretariat does make it possible for 
other denominations to have talks with 
the Catholic Church and, for the first 
time, provides machinery for transmit- 
ting the results of such talks to appro- 
priate Vatican offices. Of Pope John the 
archbishop said: “He is all for having 
the greatest cooperation which is com- 
patible with truth. In other words, no 
compromise in doctrine but as close a 
unity as possible for good works.” 


* 


ADOLESCENTS received a heartening 
message from the Holy Father in his 
address A Word to Teen-agers (p. 346). 
His optimistic evaluation of that oft 
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berated age group may come as a sur- 
prise to some of their critics. 


* 


AN EASTERN RITE MASS was cele- 
brated by Pope John on November 13, 
the first time he has done so in his 
reign. The Holy Father presided at a 
Byzantine Rite Mass celebrated in Old 
Slavonic in St. Peter’s Basilica. He 
acted as president of the liturgical rites 
and thus all the principal liturgical acts 
of honor and of jurisdiction were re- 
served to him. 

Throughout the ceremony he intoned 
the principal blessings in Old Slavonic. 
It was believed to be the first time in 
more than a thousand years that a pope 
has used the Old Slavonic language in 
a liturgical ceremony. 


* 


THE EUCHARIST AND THE ROSARY 
are two constant themes of Pope John 
XXIII. He has repeatedly urged the 
importance of Holy Communion and 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Divine Life in the Eucharist (p. 333) 
speaks of the fruits of the Eucharistic 
mystery. 

The Holy Father’s personal devotion 
to the Rosary—he has revealed that he 
recites the full fifteen decades daily— 
has often been made clear, and he ad- 
vises it as a powerful source of grace 
in the message The Rosary and This 
Dangerous Era (p. 370). 


* 


IN OTHER MESSAGES, not reported 


elsewhere in this issue, Pope John 
XXIII: 





praised organizations that work to 
protect young girls working away from 


home and warned young girls who have 
left their homes in search of work not to 
“waste the mest beautiful years” of their 
lives. November 24, 1960. 





told officials of the U. N. Food 
and Agricultural Organization about 
Biblical references to bread, and said 
that man must provide for his material 
needs in order to cultivate his spiritual 
life. November 28, 1960. 





urged priests and seminarians of 
Rome to intensify efforts against the 
“deluge” of immoral material in the 
communications fields. He also said that 
priests should work to perfect their mis- 
sion in the world, should not compro- 
mise their commitment to be detached 
from the world, and should promote 
reading of the Sacred Scriptures. No- 
vember 24, 1960. 





congratulated Canada on the vi- 
tality of its missionary activity. The 
Church’s missionary work, he said, “is 
like a vision of peace and of light 
through clouds which sometimes darken 
the horizon of the Church.” November 
9, 1960. 





called for a just solution to Latin 
America’s social problems in a message 
to the first Inter-American Marian 
Congress in Buenos Aires. Social ques- 
tions should be resolved according to the 
principles of Christian social teachings, 
he said. November 12, 1960. 





said that the priesthood, teaching, 
and the practice of medicine are the 
highest vocations because of the in- 
dispensable services they render for the 
good of humanity. November 12, 1960. 





told a group of historians that 
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history is “life’s teacher” and “forms 
a part of Christian education and prin- 
ciple.” October 21, 1960. 


expressed satisfaction with techni- 
cal and mechanical improvements in 
farming. “Work is made easier,” he 
said, “revenue is increased, and man, 
freed, to a certain extent, of time con- 
suming material tasks, can respond bet- 
ter to all the nobility of his spiritual 
vocation.” October 13, 1960. 





called on the Catholics of India to 
make every effort to stem threats to 
Christian morality in that country posed 
by “particular conditions, programs, 
and practices.” September 28, 1960. 








emphasized the necessity of ‘/har- 
monious cooperation between the regu- 
lar and secular clergy. November 15, 


1960. 


* 


POPE PIUS XII is represented in this 
issue by two addresses on related medi- 


ee 
oo 
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cal topics: Problems of Heredity (p. 
386) and Morality and Eugenics (p. 
392). We will continue to publish mes- 
sages by the late Holy Father from time 
to time as circumstances permit. 


* 


THE PHOTOGRAPHS in this issue are 
by Felici of Rome, official Vatican pho- 
tographer. On page 318 the Holy Father 
is seen chatting with the seminarians 
of the Pontifical Roman Major Semi- 
nary, after addressing them at the semi- 
nary’s summer villa in Roccantica. A 
close-up of Pope John appears on page 
362. 


* 


TRANSLATORS of the longer mes- 
sages in this issue are identified in the 
footnote on the second page of each 
message. The brief messages and ex- 
cerpts were translated by Rev. Austin 
Vaughan, with the exception of those 
beginning on pages 338 and 341, which 
were translated by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 


Tue Pore Speaks is a quarterly publication presenting, in English, letters and addresses 
of the Roman pontiffs. Recent documents are given priority, but when space is available 
those of prior years and prior pontificates are published. Translations are based princi- 
pally on texts published in L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily which prints papal 
messages in the languages in which they were given. A TPS Gume is included in each 
issue and contains bibliographic data on all papal documents that come to our attention 
during a three-month period; this period closes some months prior to publication of the 
magazine, in order that the Guie may be as complete as possible. Thus, this issue, Vol. 6, 
No. 4 (published December 1960), brings you translations of several of the more interest- 
ing and important messages of Pope John XXIII which have appeared in recent months, 
along with bibliographic coverage in the TPS Guwe for the months of October, November, 
December, 1959. THe Pore Speaks is published at 3622 12th St., N.E., Washington 17, 
D. C. Subscription rates: $6.00 a year; $11.00 for two years; $16.00 three years. Second- 
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A Call to Seminarians 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to Roman Seminarians 


E grande la gioia 


ELOVED SONS! A great joy 
is making Our heart beat fas- 
ter at this moment as We find 

Ourselves back once again here in 
the chapel of the summer villa of 
the Roman Seminary—a place that 
is rich in happy memories for Us, 
the scene of deep and lasting emo- 
tions that will never be erased. Our 
thoughts automatically wander 
back to the rich years of Our prep- 
aration for the priesthood, back to 
the eager expectation of the mom- 
ent when We would ascend the Al- 
tar, back to the atmosphere of de- 
votion and study and joy that per- 
vaded Our life in the seminary. 


First Mass 


Just after We were ordained to 
the priesthood at Santa Maria in 
Montesanto on August 10, 1904, 
Our good Guardian Angel went 
with Us to St. Peter’s to the crypt 
of the Confessional, and there, in a 
peaceful, simple, intimate setting, 
We celebrated Our first Holy Mass. 
The beloved Vice-Rector, Domenico 
Spolverini, assisted Us; three or 
four of the alumni of the seminary, 
who were themselves then enjoy- 


September 12, 1960 


ing their first taste of service in the 
priesthood, were there too. 

The light of grace reached out 
for Us a few hours later that 
blessed morning in the kind gesture 
of the Holy Father, Pius X, who 
placed his sacred hand on Our head, 
as if to consecrate Our humble but 
fervent dedication to the priestly 
life. His fatherly tone and best 
wishes held the promise of con- 
solation pro Ecclesia Sancta Dei.’ 


Return to the seminary 


You can imagine the serene yet 
eager joy that We felt as We hur- 
ried back to Our beloved seminary 
here at Roccantica, and were 
greeted, first, at the turn in the 
Roman road, by the unexpected 
sight of the villa all lit up at night 
for the first time as the new lights 
were successfully tested, and then, 
down at the bridge, by the whole 
seminary: the members of the fac- 
ulty We venerated and the students 
We loved. They led Us into this 
dear chapel, which seemed to be 
breathing a gentle and poetic Fran- 
ciscan charm from the old painting 
over the altar. Yes, waiting here to 
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welcome Us, was the blessed pic- 
ture of Our dear Lady of Trust, al- 
ways devoted and kind, always a 
good companion to her children in 
city and country. And it is with 
deeper feelings than ever that We 
remember Our second Mass here 
on this altar, on the 12th of that 
very August. the feast of St. Clare 
of Assisi: Our rector Monsignor 
Bugarini, of holy memory, along- 
side of Us to assist Us; the equally 
dear and blessed Fr. Francesco 
Pitocchi with his touching little 
talk on the Gospel; the “T7'u es sa- 
cerdos,” a pious and beautiful piece 
that had been prepared especially 
for the occasion by one of our stu- 
dents—We recall it with a touch of 
sadness — Monsignor Alfonso de 
Sanctis, the Bishop of Todi, whom 
We went to visit a year ago in li- 
mine vitae.” 


A half century as priest 


With these and so many, many 
other happy and precious memo- 
ries, here We are back up in Our 
seminary once again, with more 
than half a century in the priest- 
hood behind Us since the day We 
left to tread the paths of the world 
in obedience and to exercise the 
sacred ministry all the way from 
the humblest tasks to those of the 
“Servus servorum Dev’,’ that Pro- 
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vidence had appointed for Us in 
these last years. 


Sacred ministry 


Beloved sons. It is with rever- 
ence and with a trembling voice 
that We pronounce these words: 
sacred ministry; sacred, priestly, 
pastoral ministry. In Christo Jesu 
et in Ecclesia sancta.* They sum up 
the whole of life: your life, my dear 
sons, in spe et in initio,® and the 
life that finds expression on all 
levels of the hierarchy of orders 
and of jurisdiction, for whom this 
plea, so filled with anxiety and con- 
cern, is raised in the Greater Litan- 
ies: “Ut Domnum apostolicum et 
omnes ecclesiasticos ordines in 
sancta religione conservare digner- 
is, te rogamus audi nos....” ® 


Christ at the center 


Yes, Christ Jesus at the center of 
our faith and of our life. He is the 
nobiscum Deus™: He is so in the 
Gospel; He is so as He lives on 
with us in the Blessed Sacrament. 
This is the twofold radiant divine 
spring from which a priest’s life 
draws its vigor and its strength, 
its beauty, its glory. In one sense, 
is not the preparation for the 
priesthood that begins in the semi- 
nary completely inspired by this 
intense faith, which is really a deep 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 14, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father gave this address to students of the Pontifical Roman Major 
Seminary at the seminary’s summer villa in Roccantica. It was in the chapel of this 
villa that Pope John celebrated his second Mass after ordination, more than half a 
century ago. 
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and ardent love that pours forth in 
the form of the spirit’s climb to 
ascetical heights, in enjoyment of 
contemplation, in tender intimacy, 
in the effort to imitate and in a 
sense be transformed into Jesus as 
He patiently suffers usque ad mor- 
tem? § 


A precious monstrance 


In order to leave you with a more 
vivid reminder in visible form of 
this doctrine and of this close con- 
nection that your soul and your 
youth have with the presence of 
Jesus, We have brought you a pre- 
cious monstrance; it will remind 
you from time to time of this visit 
of Ours and the splendor of Jesus’ 
sacramental presence in the world 
—rex et centrum omnium cordi- 
um *—and also of the role that is 
characteristic of the priesthood, 
namely to bring Christ everywhere 
in a visible form * and always to 
carry out this task with honor in a 
manner that will edify the people, 
these people of Ours who hold the 
spotless and holy priest in venera- 
tion. Oh! what a dignity We enjoy 
in serving everywhere as Christum 


ferentes in mundo ad omnium salu- 


tem et benedictionem.™ 


1 “for the Holy Church of God.” 
*“On the threshold of life.” 
3 “Servant of the servants of God.” 
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The priesthood and the Church 


And with Christ Jesus, His Holy 
Church. The priesthood is all for 
the Church. Jesus is the first, the 
great, the eternal high priest, in- 
vested by His heavenly Father with 
the lofty dignity of Redeemer of 
the world, not through the sacri- 
fices of the Old Testament, but 
through proprium sanguinem '*: 
and this dignity that He enjoys as 
the first, the great, the eternal 
priest has given Him the right to 
form the new priesthood. It is 
Jesus who institutes this new 
priesthood and makes it the foun- 
dation of His Church. Picture Him 
questioning St. Peter, the first of 
His own; after getting proof of his 
loyalty and love, He confers on him 
the dignity of being the foundation. 
Tu es Petrus: et super hanc petram 
aedificabo Ecclesiam meam.* The 
other disciples are raised to the 
priesthood and ranged alongside of 
the first of them. But Peter re- 
mains the head, to teach, to rule, to 
give life. This is the Church of all 
ages, the one embraced and pro- 
fessed by generations of mankind 
with the words of the Apostle’s 
Creed, “Credo in Spiritum Sanc- 


*“In Christ Jesus and in the Holy Church.” 


5 “as hope and beginning.” 


*“That thou wouldst preserve in holy religion the Pope and all orders of the eccle- 
siastical hierarchy, we beseech Thee hear us.” 


* “God with us.’ 
* “even unto death.” 
® “King and center of all hearts.” 


” There is a play on words here in the Italian: The Pope has “brought a mon- 
strance” (“portato ... ostensorio”); the priest is to “carry Christ everywhere openly 
and visibly” (“portare ostensibilmente”’ ).—Transl. 


“those who bring Christ to the world for the salvation and blessing of all.” 


* “His own blood.” 


% “Thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church.” 
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tum, sanctam Ecclesiam Catholi- 
cam,” 1* words that are even more 
explicit in the Creed of Constan- 
tinople, “(Credo) in unam, sanc- 
tam, catholicam et apostolicam Ec- 
clesiam.” * 

Four words that take in the 
whole substance of the command 
and the testament of the Lord, 
which the Roman Church watches 
over and cares for as His faithful 
official guardian. 


The Ecumenical Council 


Beloved sons. You are among 
those who are closest to the great 
event for which We are now pre- 
paring and to which the whole 
world is anxiously looking for- 
ward: We mean the Second Ecu- 
menical Council of the Vatican. 

Right at the very beginning of 
your priesthood, you will be called 
upon to take part in carrying out 
the recommendations of this ex- 
traordinary Epiphany or rather 
this new Pentecost. And so it is 
only right for you to show a keen 
interest in it right from this 
moment. 


Four marks of the Church 


Think of the unity of the Church. 
The Church itself can rightly be 
called the sacramentum unitatis'* : 
the expression recurs often in the 
holy liturgy, and the last words of 
Jesus, as the fourth Evangelist has 
handed them on to us, are filled 
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with it—four times it is repeated 
like a battle-cry and an ardent 
plea: ut unum sint, ut unum sint.1* 

Think of the holiness of the 
Church, which wins its greatest 
victories in the exemplary life of 
its priests first of all and then in 
millions and millions of souls con- 
secrated to love and to sacrifice in 
imitation of the divine model who 
is Himself par excellence the solus 
dominus, the solus sanctus, the 
solus altissimus Jesus Christus.'® 

Think of the catholicity of the 
Church—spread everywhere, even 
in the most distant corners of the 
world, with all its different rites, 
and yet closely knit in its universal 
structure and organization. We 
read something very much to the 
point in the Breviary yesterday, 
the 14th Sunday after Pentecost, 
—the words of St. Gregory: “Reg- 
num sanctae Ecclesiae perfectione 
universitatis solidatur.” 1 

And last of all, the note of apos- 
tolicity in the Church—its power- 
ful, dynamic energy: a heavenly 
fire destined to set the whole earth 
aflame. The euntes docete omnes 
gentes *® that Jesus spoke to His 
own still echoes over the face of the 
whole world, not only in the carry- 
ing on of the original apostolate 
with a purity of intention and of 
methods that follows the example 
of the great champions of Catho- 
licism, the confessors and martyrs 


“ “T believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic Church.” 
8 (T believe) in the one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church.” 


1% “Sacrament of unity.” 


“That all may be one, that all may be one.” Cf. John 17, 11 and 21, 22, 25. 
#8 Alone the Lord, alone holy, alone Jesus Christ the most high.” 
»“<The reign of the Holy Church is welded together by universal perfection.” 


Moralium, IX, 2. 


» “Co, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.” Matt. 28, 19. 
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of the faith, but also in a constant 
effort at prayer, cooperation and 
merit, in answer to Jesus’ other in- 
vitation: rogate Dominum messis 
ut mittat operarios in messem 
suam.*! 

What greatness and grandeur, 
what shining beauty We behold in 
the vision of the cares and efforts 
expended by the Christian aposto- 
late spread out over immense areas 
of the whole world! 


The Council and Christ’s wishes 


The task of the Ecumenical 
Council for which We are prepar- 
ing lies right here. The vast aim of 
taking in and absorbing everything 
that has anything to do with the 
four great notes of the Church de- 
serves attention, not only for what 
it will reveal of past history, but 
also as a means of marking off just 
what present conditions and past 
experience suggest as the easiest 
and most effective ways to realize 
the divine wishes of Christ Jesus, 
and fulfill the ardent longing of 
His heart: Ignem veni mittere in 
terram et quid volo nisi ut accenda- 
tur? 


A call to seminarians everywhere 


And so We are asking young 
seminarians—and We are expres- 
sing this desire of Ours first of all 
to you, beloved students of the 
Roman Seminary, the first to be 
set up along the lines laid down by 
the commands and regulations of 
the Council of Trent, and the first 
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in dignity since it is the seminary 
of the Bishop of Rome for his own 
diocese—We are looking for a calm 
but enthusiastic spiritual partici- 
pation by you in preparing for the 
great event, and We would like all 
of the seminaries in the world to be 
informed of what We say here this 
morning and to follow your ex- 
ample. 


Ways of participation 


There are two ways in which 
you should participate: through a 
keen interest in the preparatory 
work for the Council, and through 
intense private and community 
prayer begging the Lord to send 
down His grace to enlighten and 
inflame all of those who have al- 
ready been summoned or may yet 
be called to make a direct contribu- 
tion of their knowledge or advice 
to the deliberations of the Council. 

In the last few months, We have 
seen more and more efforts—in the 
form of meetings and publications 
of various kinds and even some 
very substantial books—to produce 
a vast literature that will cover 
this whole wonderful subject com- 


. pletely. 


Our good seminarians, and espe- 
cially the older ones in theology, 
without surrendering any of their 
enthusiasm for the very important 
work involved in their ordinary 
studies, and while being careful to 
keep away from shallow and fan- 
tastic theories, with that touch of 
inner humility that opens the way 


2 “Pray, therefore, the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into his harvest.” 
Matt. 9, 38. 
22“T have come to cast fire upon the earth, and what will I but that it be kindled?” 
Luke 12, 49. 
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for deeper understanding, will soon 
feel themselves moving with new 
vigor and strength along the road 
to progress and growth in the ec- 
clesiastical spirit, which will lead 
to the words of Psalm 44 being 
fulfilled in them: Proper veritatem 
et mansuetudinem et justitiam de- 
ducet te mirabiliter dextera tua.28 


A call to prayer 


As for prayer, especially at this 
solemn and trying moment in the 
life of Holy Church, what We have 
in mind is an assignment that We 
would like to give you and one that 
We do not want to see limited to 
the lonely hill of Roccantica, but 
rather leaping over the space be- 
tween and reaching the young men 
of all nations and tongues who are, 
like you, preparing for the chaste 
and holy joys of the priesthood. 

The assignment is a world-wide 
appeal that will bring all of the 
sons of the sanctuary together each 
and every day in perfect harmony 
to share in the great work of the 
Council through their prayers and 
through lives of even greater fer- 
vor so that it may meet the hopes 
and expectations of the whole 
Catholic world and of all men of 
good will. 
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So pray, beloved sons ; pray every 
day for the Council. You will be 
the first—We say it again—to ex- 
perience its wonderful, unique 
atmosphere, the first to put its de- 
cisions into application, perhaps at 
the very dawn of your priesthood. 
And may you enjoy its fruits, which 
will be all the richer and surer 
tomorrow, the better your prayers 
today. 


A prayer to Mary 


O Holy Virgin, Our Lady of 
Trust, who dost watch over thy 
seminarians as a mother, even as 
thy smile once cheered the Apostles 
in the upper room, look down upon 
these sons of thine with special 
love: defend them from dangers to 
soul and body, and infuse in them 
an ever deeper love for Jesus, thy 
blessed Son, so that they may be 
transformed in Him and fully live 
up to the desires of His divine 
Heart. 

With these wishes, We leave you 
Our Apostolic Blessing, beloved 
sons, and with all Our heart, We 
want to extend it to your worthy 
rector and to the faculty of the 
Roman Seminary, and to your dear 
families, who are here in Our affec- 
tion and in Our prayers. 


*8 “Because of truth and meekness and justice: and thy right hand shall conduct 
thee wonderfully.” 














The Teaching of St. Thomas 
and the Problems of Today 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the 
Fifth International Thomistic Congress 


Singulari sane 


T GIVES Us very special joy to 
welcome the members of the 
Pontifical Academy of St. 

Thomas and everyone else from 
around the world who is taking 
part in the Congress that this won- 
derful academy has arranged for 
this dear city, the seat of the Chair 
of Peter. And We have good reas- 
ons— the very best reasons—to be 
glad. 


Approval of the Church 


For the Academy of St. Thomas | 


has never swerved from the clear 
principles that were laid down by 
its founder of immortal memory, 
Leo XIII, and ratified and con- 
firmed by Our predecessors who 
have followed him; and in the in- 
ternational congresses it has spon- 
sored and the study weeks it has 
staged, it has never failed to point 
up and defend and spread the 
philosophical teaching of Aquinas. 
His teaching was, more than any 
other, fully in keeping with the 


September 16, 1960 


truths that God has revealed, with 
the writings of the Holy Fathers, 
and with the principles of right 
reason, and therefore holy Church 
has adopted it as her own, and has 
given the name of common or uni- 
versal Teacher to its author.’ 


Moral training in Thomism 


Because you are fully convinced, 
as We are Ourselves, beloved sons, 
that the principles and precepts and 
way of teaching of the Angelic 
Doctor, which will endure through 
all ages, also have to do with moral 
training—which is treated in the 
lengthiest part of the Summa 
Theologica in the most orderly, 
serious and penetrating fashion 
possible—you have discussed three 
very important subjects in the light - 
of the principles of St. Thomas and 
with due attention to the commands 
of holy Church that have to do 
with these matters: the foundation 
and supports of morality; the pres- 
ervation and reconciliation of the 


825 
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rights of truth; and the concept of 
work. 

We have no intention of treating 
these matters here, even in passing ; 
in that regard, you would do well to 
refer to the rich and profound 
statements published by Our pre- 
decessor of venerated memory, Pius 
XII, and to Our first encyclical, en- 
titled “Ad Petri Cathedram.” ? 
Learned philosophers and theolo- 
gians, whose names We have seen 
in the program you offered Us, have 
thrown light on these matters and 
have subjected them to careful 
study in discussions and talks. 

We hold the office of supreme 
teacher of the faith and always 
take the greatest care to see to it 
that the eternal salvation of souls 
is fostered. And in these circum- 
stances, We are impelled to offer 
for your consideration two truths 
which We think will be especially 
helpful to your congress. 


A guide to eternity 


The first thing that We feel you 
should think about is this: even 
though the moral teaching of 
Aquinas seems to have one definite 
aim in view, namely to look into the 
underlying reasons of things, ac- 
tually, if you look for its deeper 
purpose, you will find that it always 
aims at setting men on the safest 


and surest road to perfect attain- 
ment of their supreme supernatural] 
end, which brings eternal happi- 
ness. The chief characteristic of 
this moral teaching of St. Thomas, 
the one that enables it to tran- 
scend the things of earth and at- 
tain a supernatural end, was wisely 
pointed out by Our predecessor in 
his encyclical “Studiorum Ducem’”: 
“He also produced solid theological 
teaching in the field of morals, that 
can serve to direct all human acts 
toward man’s supernatural end in 
a proper fashion.” ® 


An aid to unity 


The other matter that We want 
to propose for your consideration 
seems more urgent and more im- 
portant to Us because We are look- 
ing forward to the celebration of 
the Second Vatican Council, and 
We have been devoting a great deal 
of attention to making proper prep- 
arations for it: the fact that the 
treatment and solution of moral 
questions according to the imper- 
ishable principles of Aquinas is of 
great help in bringing about agree- 
ment and unity among those in- 
terested in truth and charity. This 
fact is bound to produce a great 
deal of the very richest fruit in the 
form of peace for the Catholic 
Church and for the whole world. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 18, 1960. Latin text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This address was delivered to some three hundred Thomistic scholars from all over 
the world who had come to Rome for the Fifth International Thomistic Congress, 
sponsored by the Pontifical Roman Academy of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
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For the triumph of peace 


In the encyclical “Studiorum Du- 
cem,” which commemorated the 
outstanding virtues of Aquinas on 
the 600th anniversary of his can- 
onization, Pius XI set this aim for 
himself: to hasten the triumph “of 
the peace of Christ in the kingdom 
of Christ.” And this is also the 
chief concern—We might say the 
lofty summit—of Our pastoral in- 
terests, as We made clear at the 
very beginning of Our pontificate. 
For in the first encyclical We is- 
sued, We let Our children all over 
the world know how We felt: that 
the triumph of peace was to be 
sought in a freer flow of divine 
charity into the bosom of human 
society. “The salvation that people 
are looking for can be expected to 
come principally from a great out- 
pouring of charity.” + 


Defenders and leaders 


And so, if your care for the sal- 
vation of souls leads you to a care- 
ful study and a constant proposal 


.of moral truths that rest on the 


natural law as their proximate 
basis and look to divine Revelation 
as their supreme norm, then you 
will be true defenders of the liberty 
of souls; and if your influence and 
advice lead workers and employers 
to respect each other’s rights and 
carry out their duties to each other, 
then you will, within the limits of 
your own abilities, be leading them 


to follow Christ Jesus, the way, 
the truth, the life,> our protector 
in the mortal age in which we are 
now living and our great and im- 
measurable reward in _ blessed 
eternity.® 


A growing interest 


But if all these things that We 
desire so ardently are to come 
about, the first thing necessary is 
to study the works of St. Thomas 
carefully. And so We are very in- 
terested in seeing a steady growth 
in the number of people who find 
enlightenment and learning in the 
works of the Angelic Doctor; and 
not only priests or scholars but 
also people interested in the liberal 
arts. Above all-we would like to 
see this path followed by more of 
the young people chosen for the 
work of Catholic Action and hold- 
ing higher degrees. We would be 
very happy to see what We might 
term the “treasure” of the pre- 
cepts of St. Thomas “unearthed” 
in greater measure each day, to the 
great benefit of Christianity, and 
also to see his writing reach a much 
wider public in a language and 
form perfectly suited to the spirit 
and temper of our times. 


Valuable training 


Beloved sons, there you have Our 
wishes for your congress. It was 
with hearty approval that We greet- 
ed the first announcement that it 


1 Cf. Pius XI’s encyclical, “Studiorum ducem,” AAS 15 (1923) 314. 
? An English translation of “Ad Petri Cathedram” appears in TPS (Autumn 1959) 


v. 5, no. 4, 359. 
® AAS 15 (1928) 319. 
* AAS 51 (1959) 509. 
5 John 14, 6. 
* Cf. Gen. 15, 1. 
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was to be held, and since then We 
have often directed Our attention 
to the preparations for it and the 
labors themselves; for We are fully 
convinced that studies of this kind 
are of great value to the Catholic 
training of men—studies, We 
might add, to which We Ourselves 
were quite attached from the early 
years of Our priesthood, when they 
were being taken up again with a 
new enthusiasm because of the 
great encouragement given to 
scholarship by Our predecessor 
Leo XIII. Besides—We say this 


among friends and not too serious- 
ly—We feel that Our very name 
ties Us in with things Thomistic, 
since it comes down to Us from Our 
predecessor John XXII, who 
canonized Thomas Aquinas. 

Finally, We would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate 
you publicly on all you have done 
so well in this matter of grave im- 
portance, and in a fatherly spirit 
to impart the Apostolic Blessing to 
each and every one of you present 
here and to all those dear to you, as 
a pledge of heavenly gifts. 





Significance of the Olympics 


... The sight that greeted Our eyes in St. Peter's Square on the evening of 








August 24th [the assembled Olympic athletes] seems to have been an invita- 
tion from Heaven to give public expression to Our heartfelt approval of this 
universal desire for a fuller cooperation on the part of all peoples to achieve 
their genuine welfare and to defend human values. 


Yes! This competition in sports and the motives that serve as the inspiration 
for these great encounters between young people do more than proclaim to 
the whole world that honor is being paid to physical accomplishments and to 
the grace and harmony of the human body. They also point to the service 
that these physical values can and should render to man's higher aspirations 
for interior perfection and beauty, for friendly and peaceful competition, for 
universal brotherhood. ... 


—John XXIII. From an address to the International 
Olympic Committee. August 29, 1960. 








Woman's Work 


An Address of Pope John XXiIll to the 
Federation of Young Catholic Women 


Nous sommes particuliérement 


E ARE particularly happy 
to welcome you to this ba- 
silica, beloved daughters of 
the World Federation of Young 
Catholic Women. You wanted to 
hold your sessions close to the 
Father of all the faithful, and We 
thank Divine Providence today for 
giving Us this source of pleasant 
consolation. “Haec dies quam fecit 
Dominus, exultemus et laetemur in 
ea: On this day given by the Lord, 
_ let us rejoice and be happy.” (Alle- 
luia of the Mass for the Saturday 
after Easter) 


From the wide world 


What a joy it is for Our paternal 
heart to see before Us your youth- 
ful groups in such great numbers, 
so diverse within their common 
membership in the one Church of 
Jesus Christ! In fact you represent 
some ten million of your compan- 
ions enlisted in various organiza- 
tions that are spread over more 
than a hundred countries and terri- 
tories, not forgetting your sisters 
of the persecuted Church of whom 


April 23, 1960 


the Lord is today asking the silent 
testimony of prayers and suffering 
and for whom you fraternally made 
the Way of the Cross the day be- 
fore yesterday. 

So, from the five continents of 
the wide world you have come into 
the holy city to pray together, to 
study your problems in common, to 
renew the experience of a deep 
union of souls and of hearts — 
“Quam iucundum habitare fratres 
in unum!” 1—and finally; to see Pe- 
ter, ‘“videre Petrum,” according to 
the beautiful Pauline expression, 
dear to our fathers. 


“What have you seen?” 


In this Easter week, which is 
drawing to a close, the Latin lit- 
urgy puts on our lips the affecting 
prose of the “Victimae Paschali,” a 
sentence of which it pleases Us this 
morning to apply to you: “Dic no- 
bis, Maria, quid vidisti in via?” By 
a mysterious arrangement of Prov- 
idence, it was to Mary Magdalen 
that the risen Christ first appeared, 
as the Gospel of the Mass recounts, 
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and then to a group of holy women. 
It is undoubtedly because of the 
very delicate love that they had for 
Jesus and the considerate and re- 
served attentions with which they 
surrounded Him during His public 
life, that they received the mission 
to carry the great news of the 
Resurrection to the Apostles. On 
you also, as on all Christians, de- 
volves a similar duty of bearing 
witness, and perhaps in a few days, 
once again in your own countries, 
vour companions will ask you too: 
“Die nobis, quid vidisti in via?”— 
“what have you seen?” 

And you will be able to answer 
them: We also have seen witnesses 
who have testified that Christ has 
risen and that He is living forever ; 
and these witnesses are the two 
greatest—the glorious princes of 
the apostles, whose relics Rome 
keeps as its most precious treasure. 


Saints Peter and Paul 


First of all, at St. Paul-Outside- 
the-Walls, you have met the evan- 
gelical laborer with a soul of fire, 
who traversed so many lands—and 
at the cost of what hardships !—to 
sow the seeds of Christianity. You 
have prayed at his tomb and have 
asked him to give you a heart filled 
with courage, apostolic zeal, and 
love for the Lord Jesus. 

And here you are today, gath- 


ered together in the magnificent 
basilica raised on the tomb of Pe- 
ter, the lowly fisherman of Galilee. 
During the Mass in which you have 
just participated, you have even 
heard him, this first pope, exhort- 
ing you opportunely : “Be you your- 
selves,” he said in his Epistle, “as 
living stones, built thereon into a 
spiritual house. ... You, however, 
are a chosen race, a royal priest- 
hood, a holy nation, a purchased 
people. ... You who in times past 
were not a people, but are now the 
people of God.” (1 Peter 2, 5-10) 
And you also see Peter in the hum- 
ble person of his successor in the 
midst of you, the Pope, the Head 
of the Church. Full of faith, you 
are crowding around him to receive 
some advice from his lips. 

The fruitful days of your Con- 
gress had for a theme: “The Young 
Girl and Her Work.” In your re- 
spective countries you prepared 
well for this important topic. We 
know of the valuable reports by 
which you have profited, and the 
various exchanges of opinion, in 
which you examined the meaning 
given by young girls to their work. 
You also examined the circum- 
stances in which they can use their 
work to bring about the full flower- 
ing of their being, to sanctify them- 
selves, and to become true apostles 
in their milieu. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 24, 1960. French text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Sister M. Pauline, G.N.S.H. 

The Holy Father spoke these words to participants in the Congress of the World 
Federation of Catholic Women. Delegates from eighty-four organizations were in the 
audience, representing 110 countries from all parts of the world. 














WOMAN’S WORK 


You know how our age magni- 
fies the importance of work that 
succeeds in transforming the face 
of the earth, sometimes in a spec- 
tacular fashion, and exalts the one 
who performs it, attributing to him 
a sense of responsibility, aptitude 
for initiative, and many other qual- 
ities. Many go even further and 
wish to deify, in a fashion, the 
work in itself and its organization, 
thus reducing the man to the rank 
of a simple material instrument. 
But sound reason and faith, on the 
contrary, teach us the high dignity 
of the human person and show us 
that work must finally end up in 
the service of the person. 

An equal dignity 

In what concerns the work of 
woman in particular, the Church, 
in its long tradition, shows itself 
solicitous to defend both the dig- 
nity of her who performs it and the 
specific nature of it. The Church 
deems that a woman, as a person, 
enjoys a dignity equal to that of a 
man, but is ordained by God and by 
nature for different tasks, which 
perfect and complete the work as- 
signed to man. A similar dignity, a 
complementary function: one can 
summarize in this expression the 
principle in the light of which the 
problem of woman’s work should 
be examined. 

It is therefore highly desirable 
that organizations like yours should 
expend their efforts, on the level 
of institutions as well as on the 
level of individuals, to maintain, to 
strengthen, and, when necessary, 
to restore this natural order. 


331 


The nature of woman’s work 


And if one seeks to make precise 
what ought to. characterize the 
work of woman, it must be affirmed 
without hesitation that the task of 
woman, being directed immediately 
or remotely toward maternity, con- 
sists of everything that is a work 
of love, of giving, of welcoming, 
everything that puts one at the dis- 
posal of others, that is disinterested 
service of other people—all this 
finds a natural place in the fem- 
inine calling. Thus has Providence 
ordained, and it is a major duty to 
watch carefully lest some work un- 
suitable for the feminine nature 
should change the personality of 
young workers by its deleterious 
influence. Such is the price that 
must be paid to safeguard the com- 
plete dignity of their person and, 
at the same time, to assure the 
felicitous development of their hu- 
man potentialities. 

One can even believe that a well- 
suited task will contribute not a 
little to the growth of the super- 
natural life of young Christian 
women and, moreover, permit cer- 
tain ones among them to hear the 
call of the Lord to a religious voca- 
tion, which is directed to the 
highest point in their nature and 
by which they share actively in 
the spiritual motherhood of the 
Church. There indeed, for anyone 
who accepts the will of God in this, 
is found the most perfect develop- 
ment of her being, and for Our 
part, We heartily wish that such 
vocations may spring up in your 
ranks in great numbers. 
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Eloquent witnesses 


Now you are going to return to 
your countries to bear eloquent wit- 
ness to what you have seen and 
heard in Rome. Following in the 
steps of Peter and of Paul, who 
have left their footprints in the 
dust of this city, and coming after 
so many martyrs, confessors, pure 
virgins, and holy women, you will 
be for your companions eloquent 
witnesses of the Christian message 
and of the Easter joy of the Resur- 
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rection. You will likewise dedicate 
your efforts to bringing into daily 
life the salutary decisions made at 
the end of this world congress. 

While expressing this paternal 
wish, We heartily call down upon 
all of you here assembled, upon 
those whom you represent, and up- 
on the young Christian women of 
the whole world, a great shower of 
graces, as a pledge of which We 
grant you the Apostolic Benedic- 
tion. 


* “How pleasing it is for brothers to dwell in unity.” (Ps. 132, 1) 





A sound mind in a sound body 


. . . The proper use of your body is more important than any medal that 
may be won on the playing fields. It is true that a proper notion of family 
life and of the raising and educating of children warns us against directing 
our main attention in athletics to care of the body as if this were the highest 
good of man, and advises us to be sure that the attention paid to sports does 
not interfere with the proper performance of duties and obligations. How- 
ever, there can be no doubt that proper exercise of the body and sports that 
maintain a standard of nobility and dignity are things that will always deserve 
praise and commendation. Many precious qualities and characteristics of 
human beings are fostered through sports: health, strength, agility, graceful- 
ness, and beauty in the body; perseverance, fotritude, and the habit of 


self-denial in the soul. 


For this reason, We feel sure that throughout the Olympic Games you will 
give everyone an example of healthy competition, free from any envy or 
jealousy; that while competing, you will show everyone your imperturbable 
calm and cheerfulness; that you will be modest when you win, strong in the 
face of difficulties, serene when things turn against you—in short, that you 
will prove to be real athletes and give the crowds of spectators living proof 
of the truth of the ancient adage: '’A sound mind in a sound body." ... 


—John XXIII. From an address to participants 
in the 1960 Olympic Games. August 25, 1960. 














Divine Life in the Eucharist 


A Radio Message of Pope John XXilil to the 
International Eucharistic Congress at Munich 


Animo praesentes 


E ARE THERE with you in 

spirit as Our mind’s eye 

reaches out to behold the In- 
ternational Eucharistic Congress 
now being celebrated at Munich in 
Bavaria. 

Bavaria well deserved to be 
chosen to offer this great triumph 
to Christ hidden under the veil of 
the Eucharist. For it has been re- 
nowned for Christian virtues and 
has been truly noble in its accom- 
plishments; even aside from its 
other glories, it caried the Gospel 
of Christ to more than one area of 
Europe, it brought forth many 
Saints who are now in Heaven, it 
gave the Apostolic See three popes: 
Clement II, Damasus II, Victor II; 
and its capital, Munich, has been 
and still is particularly outstanding 
for its devotion to the most heaven- 
ly mystery of the Eucharist. 


Life of the world 


Let us praise this wonderful Sac- 
rament with voices raised aloft in 
one song, and let us praise it with 
the silent hymn of our souls: for 
it is the richest of fountains, pour- 


, 


August 7, 1960 


ing forth virtues and perfections to 
the Church militant. That is why 
We feel that it was timely and op- 
portune to choose as a subject for 
careful study and clear explanation 
during this Eucharistic Congress 
the words of the Divine Redeemer 
promising the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist: “The bread that I will 
give is my flesh for the life of the 
world.”! Since the Holy Eucharist 
contains the Author of grace and 
the supreme source of divine life 
Himself, it strengthens and per- 
fects this life in those who have 
been reborn in the waters of holy 
Baptism. Hence, it is the power of 
this Sacrament in particular that 
makes come true the words that 
Christ, the good Shepherd, spoke 
of Himself: “I came that they may 
have life and have it more abun- 
dantly.’’? 


Shares in divine life 

What a wonderful sight meets 
the eyes of our faith as they behold 
divine life pouring down in abun- 
dance upon the human race through 
the power and influence of the Sac- 
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rifice of the Mass and of the Sacra- 
ment of Holy Communion! The first 
ones to share in this plentiful di- 
vine life are the individual faithful, 
who can feel it strengthen with- 
in themselves the virtues of faith, 
hope, and charity (and the other 
virtues that accompany these) and 
can feel it make these virtues grow. 

This same divine life is enjoyed 
by Christian families whose home 
life is marked by a careful and 
whole-hearted practice of fidelity, 
mutual love, chastity, and _ filial 
obedience, and where fruits like the 
most serene harmony and spiritual 
joy can grow and mature. It is en- 
joyed by civil society, when Chris- 
tians who eat the bread of Angels 
and become “the salt of the earth 
... the light of the world” * give an 
example of social justice and parti- 
cularly of charity to all citizens. 
The whole Church rejoices over it, 
for it offers encouragement, 
growth, and protection to the con- 
templation of heavenly truths and 
to divine worship. It is especially a 
source of joy because of its great 
effectiveness in stirring up and in- 
tensifying the care that has to be 
devoted to those who are called by 
God to enter the priesthood or to 
enroll in the ranks of the religious 
life, in order to carry on the most 
holy work of spreading the light of 
the Gospel and the fraternal peace 


to which Christ the Lord invited all 
who glory in His name when He 
prayed to the Father for his dis- 
ciples in these words: “That they 
all may be one.” ¢ 

The Angelic Doctor has good rea- 
son to declare: “This sacrament 
has a great and universal useful- 
ness. Great because it produces in 
us a life that is spiritual now and 
that will be eternal. And universal, 
because the life which it confers is 
not just the life of one man, but, 
taken in itself, the life of the whole 
world.” 5 


Strength of the apostolate 


Most beloved children present at 
these Eucharistic sessions, We 
strongly urge you to find the source 
of your strength and your inspira- 
tion for the work of the apostolate 
here; for true and sincere salvation 
comes from charity, the companion 
of truth: “Behold all you that 
kindle a fire, encompassed with 
flames, walk in the light of your 
fire and in the flames which you 
have kindled.” ® 


Peace 


The daughter of charity and the 
work of justice is peace.? Your anx- 
ious eyes can see as well as Ours 
that a whole cloud of dangers is 
hanging over the human race and 
that the peace of peoples is being 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, August 8-9, 1960. Latin text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

A million people attending the closing ceremonies of the Eucharistic Congress in 
Munich heard this address, which was translated simultaneously into many other 
languages. 
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imperiled. Let us all pray together, 
with all our strength and ardor, to 
Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace, 
first to enlighten the minds of the 
heads of state so that the dark 
clouds of error may be dispelled 
and a true peace, based upon rev- 
erence for the rights of the Church 
and for human dignity, may be be- 
stowed upon nations, and then to 
pour down the dew of heavenly 
consolation to refresh all those, 
now present in our thoughts, who 
were not able to come to these tri- 
umphant celebrations. 


Hope 


Another fruit of the Eucharistic 
mystery that is just as helpful is 
hope, which makes present hard- 
ships more endurable, finds a way 
to accomplish good in the face of 
any difficulties, and thereby gen- 
erates confidence. Both Our Apos- 
tolic office and Our special love for 
the German people make Us parti- 
cularly eager to see them enjoy 
religious unity and peace once 
again. Would that everyone who is 
blessed with the name of Christian 
might move toward the whole faith 


of Boniface, toward the one holy : 


Church; this is Our special hope: 
for fruitful, beautiful harmony in 
the unity of the faith. 


A prayer to the Eucharist 


With these wishes and exhorta- 
tions, We add the encouragement 


1 John 6, 52. 

® John 10, 10. 

® Matt. 5, 18-14. 
* John 17, 21. 
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of Our voice to the chorus of your 
own in veneration of the mystery 
of the most blessed Eucharist in the 
hope that Our words may increase 
the joy and beauty of your spiritual 
jubilation: “O divine Redeemer, 
Who offer the sacrifice of your 
Body and Blood to the Eternal 
Father each day on our altars, safe- 
guard the human race from the 
dangers of death. In particular, 
protect men from the dangers of 
the death that is most to be feared, 
the spiritual death to which count- 
less souls are already subject or 
with which they are seriously 
threatened. Make us hunger and 
thirst more and more for you, liv- 
ing in the Tabernacle, as in a tent 
pitched in the middle of the Church 
militant; so that, led by your light 
and inflamed with your love, we 
may successfully pass through the 
trials of the desert of this world 
and eventually come to the place 
you promised to the redeemed hu- 
man race, to the happiness of 
heaven and life without end.” 


Words of thanks 


In the meantime, with all Our 
heart We extend Our greetings to 
you, most beloved cardinals, arch- 
bishops, bishops, high-ranking gov- 
ernment and civil officials, priests 
and faithful, who have come in 
great numbers, some from far-off 
lands, to venerate the august Sacra- 
ment of the altar. In particular, We 


* Commentary on the Gospel of St. John 6, 52 (lesson 6). 


* Isa. 50, 11. 
* Cf. Isa. 32, 17. 
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would like to greet Our worthy and 
beloved son, the Cardinal Legate, 
Our beloved son Joseph Wendel, 
the zealous Archbishop of Munich 
and Freising, who devoted so much 
care and attention to this pious un- 
dertaking, as well as the commis- 
sion established to handle this 
work, which gave him the help of 
its wisdom and labors. We offer 
our fullest greetings and thanks to 
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the noble German nation and in 
particular to the people of Bavaria, 
who are famous for their hospital- 
ity and who arranged this magni- 
ficent congress so well. Finally, 
may Our blessing be a pledge of 
heavenly gifts and may it descend 
in all its fullness upon all those 
present at the International Eu- 
charistic Congress of Munich and 
remain with them always! Amen. 


z= 


A blessed union 


.. . Your Congress aims at exalting that mutual love of divine charity that 
can succeed in uniting all hearts before a holy Monstrance. A blessed union 
that will keep you on the path to peace and prosperity! The unity and brother- 
hood of all men have their roots and origin in the fatherhood of God and 
they find their most nourishing food at the Eucharistic Banquet, where men 
receive Christ, the Victim offered for the salvation of mankind and the prin- 


ciple of supernatural life for all men... . 


—John XXIII. From a radio address to the National 
Eucharistic Congress in Peru. August 28, 1960. 











. 


Brief Messages 


and Excerpts 


The Supremacy of the Soul 


Dear sons, not long ago, in St. Peter's Square, We received the athletes 
who had come to Rome from all corners of the world for the Olympic Games, 
and We felt a great joy at seeing all of these enthusiastic young people who 
were about to face each other with no hard feelings in the healthy and peace- 
ful competitions of the stadium. 


How much more Our heart is stirred at this sight you offer Our eyes today! 
The physical losses you have suffered have not dimmed your ardor, and in 
these last few days you have shown a remarkable spirit and vitality as you 
took part in a whole series of games that might well have seemed far beyond 
your reach forever. 


In doing this, you have given a fine example, one that We take great delight 
in pointing out, for it can be of help to everyone: you have shown what an 
energetic soul can accomplish in the face of seemingly insurmountable ob- 
stacles posed by the body. Far from letting yourselves be crushed by your 
trial, you triumph over it and move on with complete confidence and op- 
timism, to engage in performances that would seem to be out of the question 
for all but men who are perfectly healthy. 


Dear sons! You are a living proof of the wonders that can be worked by 
the virtue of being energetic. For being energetic is a virtue, a virtue that 
is necessary to every man and even more necessary to every Christian, ac- 
cording to the words of Christ Himself: ''The kingdom of heaven," He said, 
“has been enduring violent assault, and the violent have been seizing it by 
force.’ (Matt. I1, 12) 


With your permission, We would like to make a wish here in your presence 
and leave it with you as a kind of password for the future and a reminder of 
the friendly visit you are paying Us today: try to bring the same courage 
that you have just displayed in these wonderful sports competitions to the 
spiritual combat, the struggle for an eternal crown. By your steady efforts 
to make your body submit to the impulses of the spirit and your soul obey 
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the inspirations of grace, be among those energetic persons who ''seize the 
Kingdom of Heaven." 


Dear sons! As We ran down the long list of countries from which you have 
come, We seemed to see each of your countries here on a small scale. Wel- 
come! We are happy to greet in your person all the nations you represent, 
and happy most of all to recommend to God sons who have faced sore trials 
and remained courageous and cheerful in the face of them; for the heart 
of the Father who is in heaven cannot help having a very special affection for 
them. May He also pour down His grace on your devoted companions and 
on the organizers of these games! As a sign of Our good will, We grant a 
generous, fatherly Apostolic Blessing to all of you. 


—John XXIII. An address to participants 
in an international sports competition 
for paraplegics. September 25, 1960. 


"Remember Thou Keep Holy the Sabbath Day" 


. .. Indeed this gathering of clergy and faithful around their most worthy 
and venerable Pastor must be, for the whole gentle, loyal Christian flock, an 
occasion for great rejoicing and for pure, deep spiritual elation. This elation, 
expressed in worshipful prayer before the Eucharistic mystery, will be ac- 
companied by the study of a doctrinal point as a reminder of the grave 
responsibilities of Christian life in today's circumstances. 


All the Lord's commandments are sacred and terrible: sacred because of 
the supreme authority of God, who imposed them; terrible because of the 
penalties which follow violations of them. 


The Third Commandment, ‘Diem Domini sanctifices," "keep holy the Sab- 
bath day,’ will be the theme of your Eucharistic Congress. You will have 
plenty of opportunities to hear it restated and to study it in its manifold 
aspects, and also to weigh the grave obligations which it imposes in the life 
of every Christian, especially as far as employers and labor legislators are 
concerned. 


lt is a sad thing to notice the almost total silence which, at some times and 
in certain circles, envelops and obliterates this precept, as if it were a thing 
of the past. The ancient and most zealous expounders of Biblical thought 
were wont to present the account of creation in a lively, conversational form, 
precisely to point up the significance of the Lord's rest, and to invite all the 
sons of man to imitate it as a manifestation of inner tranquillity, joy, and 
serenity, and as a foretaste of eternal bliss. In contrast, the secular spirit of 

















BRIEF MESSAGES AND EXCERPTS 339 


our times, fatigued and distracted by the deceptive vanity and the fickle 
allurements of the moment, dulls man's sensitivity to his relation with God, 
his creator, and with Jesus, the Redeemer and life-giver of mankind. How 
fervent and triumphant was the celebration of the Christian Sabbath in our 
parishes of old, when Sunday was truly observed, in perfect and peaceful 
rejoicing, as "dies Domini" and ''templum Domini.’ Yes, the Lord's day and 
the temple of God: a day for meditation, for prayer, for religious instruction, 
and for good works inspired by attendance at Mass, which is the vivifying 
center of Christian worship and Christian life. ... 


May this Eucharistic Congress then be like the voice of an infinite multitude 
praising the Sacrament which draws Catholics into the most mysterious and 
astonishing intimacy with the Divine Teacher. May the vow and resolution to 
keep holy the Sabbath day and all Christian holy days, in compliance with 
the ancient precept, spread from Bergamo to the farthest horizons... . 


—John XXIII. From a letter to the diocese 
of Bergamo on its coming Eucharistic 
Congress. September 8, 1960. 


St. Paul's Visit to Malta 


. . . Beloved children! Everything on your island [Malta] still tells the story 
of St. Paul. For you, he has always been the ‘Apostle Father" par excellence, 
the one who bred you to the true faith. The many churches and chapels 
dedicated to him which have been built in the places blessed by his visit— 
your Cathedral in particular—still speak of him, but his words have remained 
alive in your midst even more. 


Oh, the holy and blessed words of the Apostle! What light and what 
strength they still give the Church! What an inexhaustible mine of theology, 
what unsounded depths of spirituality each of them opens up, as it reveals the 
mystery hidden in God for so many centuries: the winning of our salvation by 
Christ and His communication of it in the Church, His Mystical Body! What 
clear light and direction and what strength based on love they offer the 
society of today, which finds itself threatened with so many errors, and 
withered by the cold breath of selfishness and, especially, of mutual suspicion! 


We would like to remind you of words that you have pondered over and 
savored all through this centennial year, and renew Paul's invitation to you: 
"Sic state in Domino!’ Stand firm in the Lord! (Phil. 4, 1) And again: "As 
for the rest then, O brethren, we beg you and adjure you in the Lord Jesus, 
to walk the way we have taught you to walk and to please God, so that you 
may be ever greater in abundance!"’ (| Thess. 4, I).... 
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According to Paul's teaching, you have to keep on the move, go forward: 
“walk on'’ is his strong command. We want to make this clear to young 
people in particular, for at times they may be tempted to look upon obedi- 
ence to the laws of the Lord and of His Church as an obstacle, something 
that holds them in check and clips their wings in their flight toward a free 
assertion of their own personalities. No, dear children, it is not true: a true 
Christian who has made the teaching and the example of St. Paul his own 
does not know the meaning of the word ''stop'’ or, even worse, ''go back." 


Instead, he is full of joyful hopes and a desire to improve himself and the 
world, and he moves ahead confidently in his relentless search for what is 
good: in his steady deepening of his own sublime dignity as one who lives in 
Christ and who aims at making his thoughts and desires and actions and work 
worthy of Him. You must move ahead in this constant perfecting of your- 
selves, in seeking to de good, in peace with God and with your neighbor, and 
you must have a firm conviction that this is the only way to be modern, com- 
pletely rounded, up to date, with an outlook that joins time and eternity, 
creatures and God. 


Listen to these words of the Apostle: "All is yours, and you are Christ's, 
and Christ is God's." (| Cor. 3, 22-23) And again: ‘Whatever things are 
true, whatever honorable, whatever just, whatever holy, whatever lovable, 
whatever of good repute, if there be any virtue, if anything worthy of praise, 
think upon these things." (Phil. 4, 8).... 


Last of all, move ahead to please God: This is the greatest and noblest aim 
of life, and the inexhaustible font of the purest satisfactions. Your history, 
beloved children of Malta, can be summed up in these words, for from the 
moment when the Christian religion took its roots among you, the only thing 
your fathers have wanted to accomplish was to please God through a spotless 
life and an exemplary practice of Christianity. ... 


Oh, Paul of Tarsus, vessel of election for all the gentiles, you who were tire- 
less in preaching Christ Crucified on your unending journeys here on earth 
and in conquering the world for Him, look down with fatherly love and af- 
fection on this people who have remained yours since the first moment of 
your arrival. You are their father and teacher: you have inspired them in their 
trials, strengthened them in their battles, sustained them with your wisdom 
and example. Through your powerful intercession, make this island, this 
Civitas’ praenobilis'’ [celebrated city] always remain your patrimony. 


Beloved children! This is Our wish and Our prayer. And We hope with 
all Our heart to see fulfilled in you the most ardent desire of your Apostle- 
Father, the longing that inspired his whole life as a missionary: ‘May Christ 
dwell in your hearts through faith, so that you may be rooted and firmly fixed 
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in charity, and be able, along with all the saints to comprehend the breadth 
and length and height and depth: and also to understand that charity of 
Christ which surpasses all knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God." (Eph. 3, 18-19). ... 


—John XXIII. From a radio address to the faithful 
of Malta celebrating the | 900th anniversary 
of St. Paul's visit to Malta. July 24, 1960. 


To Cardinal Cushing 


. We are also very eager to have you, as Our spokesman, urge the 
great ciowils of the faithful who will gather there [at the Eucharistic Congress 
in Peru] to have an even deeper devotion to the majestic Sacrament of the 
altar and to receive it more often and thus draw upon it for even greater 
strength and inspiration. It will help them to live a safe and sane and honest 
and pious life, and to back up their profession of the Christian faith more and 
more with holy lives, with peace and harmony, and with the desire for eternal 
things—and the sight of their virtue will bring joy to the good-and strike awe 
into their opponents. 


Even though the Christian populace bears many proud titles, its greatest 
claim to dignity and renown lies in the fact that it is the family of God: noth- 
ing is more lovable, more sacred, more desirable than this. And the truth of 
this title is clearest of all when the faithful, old and young, rich and poor, of all 
ages and social classes, fill the sacred temples on feast days in joyful crowds, 
like young olive-branches around the table of the Lord (cf. Ps. 127, 3): all 
together they offer God the sacrifice of praise, they take part in the sacred 
-mysteries, they feed on the Bread of Angels. 


And the Most Blessed Eucharist is the sign of this great unity, the bond of 
this wonderful brotherly love, the firm féundation of this communion that links 
earth to heaven. Priests are the true ministers of the Most Blessed Eucharist, 
and if there are not enough or scarcely enough of them to take care of the 
needs of souls, then, aside from the other harm done to the common good, 
this whole notion of the family of God will be seriously hurt and fall far short 
of realization. 


Beloved brother of Ours, We know how close this problem is to your own 
heart and how you—along with other interested bishops in the United States 
—have been working to make up for the shortage of priests in vast areas of 
South America where so many snares are being laid by enemies of the Cath- 
olic faith and Catholic life; you deserve a great deal of praise for showing 
your brotherly spirit by sharing in the cares and worries of the bishops in 
those areas. 
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You will be carrying out Our fondest wish, if, at the sacred and solemn 
services over which you will preside, you exercise your usual care and diligence 
to have everyone devote every effort and all the interest and care deserved 
by a matter of such great importance to seeing to it that the ranks of those 
in sacred orders grow in quantity and quality. ... 


—John XXIII. From a letter appointing 
Cardinal Cushing papal legate to the 
Eucharistic Congress in Peru. June 27, 1960. 


Faith and the Heart of Man 


. .. Leaf through the pages of Holy Scripture and see what a pre-eminent 
place in the human person the inspired authors give to the heart. Obviously, 
we cannot expect to find scientific data in the present sense of the term in the 
Bible; but it is very moving to see the profound analogies of a religious and 
moral nature that it knows how to draw from the human heart. For when the 
heart is open to the things of God, holy thoughts and wisdom and virtue surge 
forth from it. It is the heart that inspires character and simplicity and hu- 
mility in a man; and he attains the summit of perfection when it is faithful to 
God (cf. 3 Kings 15, 14). 


Again, Holy Scripture is constantly inviting us to purify it, if we want to 
please this God Whom it commands us to love "with all our heart," ex toto 
corde (cf. Matt. 22, 37), and Who can be seen only by those who have a pure 
heart: ''Beati mundo corde, quoniam ipsi Deum videbunt" (cf. Matt. 5, 8}. 
God is the one who has created the human heart; He sees it, knows it, probes 
and searches its most hidden corners; He tests it through suffering, and sus- 
tains it and strengthens it by His grace; the bold imagery of the Book of 
Proverbs (cf. Prov. 21, 1-2) declares that He holds it in His hands. And when 
the Son of God came to live among men, it was His heart that He offered 
them as a model: "Learn from me,'' He said to them, "for | am meek and 
humble of heart." (cf. Matt. 11, 29) 


Gentlemen, how great and fruitful your mission is if you consider it in this 
light! How encouraged you ought to feel at the thought that close by, guid- 
ing your hand, is that of God Himself, who thus makes you His prized col- 
laborators in prolonging human life! A superficial eye might regard your 
work as nothing more than combining purely technical elements, or merely 
identifying anatomical data. But the eye of the believer can uncover the 
breadth of its tremendous moral and religious worth. 


For faith enables us to take the exact measure of human knowledge, of its 
greatness and its limitations. At one and the same time, it points to the 
beauty of the efforts of him who seeks the conquest of truth and to the humble 
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attitude he must maintain in the presence of the immensity of God. Your 
eloquent spokesman put it in very touching terms a while ago. ‘The scientist," 
he said, "knows that, great as his conquests may be, they. are only little grains 
of truth, tiny fragments in a mosaic of infinite grandeur." These are the true 
and humble words of an erudite man. ... 


Faith does more than put the learned man in his proper place in relation to 
God; it reveals to him the image of God in his brothers, and through this new 
perspective profoundly changes all of his relations with them. What is there 
to say with regard to suffering brethren and a profession like yours that is 
completely dedicated to them! The doctor is the good Samaritan of the 
Gospel, whose first anxiety and care is to bind up the wounds, to relieve suf- 
fering, to comfort and to reassure. And how could We ever forget that in 
the person of the man upon whom you lavish your care, it is Christ that you 
are serving, Christ who will one day say to you—the Gospel guarantees it— 
these words of indescribable consolation: ‘'l was sick, and you visited me"! 


Gentlemen, go on with your wonderful, generous mission in the service of 
suffering humanity! Maintain your strict professional standards in serving the 
cause of scientific progress, but be careful always to combine them with a 
growing love and esteem for the human beings who benefit from your services 


and who look to you, sometimes with a great deal of anxiety, for relief from 
their ills. 


—John XXIII. From an address to the European 
Society of Cardiologists. September 24, 1960. 


Unity in the Eucharist 


... The principal characteristic of the most heavenly Sacrament, in which 
Christ Jesus is present under the appearance of bread and wine, in which He 
offers Himself to the eternal Father as a spotless and worthy Victim through 
the ministry of priests, and at the same time offers us Himself as life-giving 
food, is that it is both the symbol and the artisan of unity: “Our Savior left 
the Church a kind of symbol of his unity and charity, and through it He wanted 
all Christians to be joined together and united.'' (Council of Trent, Sess. 
XIII) The very matter of the sacred mystery portrays this unity. For even as 
many grains of wheat go into the one piece of bread and many clusters of 
grapes go to make up a single wine, the faithful in receiving Christ are helping 
to complete the one body of Christ, the one Church. 


For it is the same Holy Spirit who formed the body of Christ in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary who now forms and unites the mystical members of Christ 
the head. And so the sons of the Church should be fully and perfectly 
cleansed when they come to the divine mysteries to be fed by the Bread of 
Angels, so that they may turn themselves into Christ. Those who are beau- 
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tiful approach the All Beautiful One; those who draw near to the light begin 
to shine; and as they reach out to touch those lofty heights, they leave behind 
them all things that are miserable or harmful, and regard them with a healthy 
scorn: "The old things fade away and everything is new—hearts, words, and 
deeds.’ (Hymn for Matins of the Feast of Corpus Christi) 


Through the operation of this great mystery in the Church, the Holy Spirit 
becomes a life that knows no old age; He brings forth a springtime that will 
see no winter; He delivers an assurance of a victory that will never fail in the 
face of any trial or hardship, and then paves the way for it and brings it to 
pass.... 


—John XXIII. From a letter to Cardinal 
Testa, Papal Legate to the Eucharistic 
Congress at Munich. June 27, 1960. 


Thoughts on a Fortieth Anniversary 


Most dear Eminence [Cardinal Micara], 


| have been told that the fortieth anniversary of your consecration as a 
Bishop is about to occur. 


| want to share in spirit in an occasion so near and dear to your heart. And 
you know the kind of simple, open respect and close, brotherly affection that 
| have always felt for you. 


As | celebrated the magnificent liturgy of the Transfiguration this morning, 
| had a wonderful feeling of being on top of the mountain along with you, 
my most dear Eminence, as well as with the first Bishop of Rome and his closest 
friends, James and John. Oh, what spiritual ecstasy for our souls! There in 
front of the transfigured Jesus, as He poured forth the light of His goodness 
upon your forty years as a Bishop and my thirty-five, and, close by, those who 
were first chosen for the apostolate of the holy universal Church! 


That vision on the mountain was and is of but a few moments—but what a 
comfort for us; what encouragement for the years of life still left to us; and 
what an invitation to taste the 'bonum et jucundum"' of pastoral service, which 
is the perfection of evangelical charity and a pledge of glory here below and 
of eternal happiness on the far shore that awaits us. 


It is true—as St. Leo warned us in the Breviary this morning—that there 
can be no doubt of the promises of eternal happiness that Jesus made; but 
both of us understand as fully as did the three men who came down from the 
mountain bursting with joy that "inter tentationes hujus vitae, prius nobis 
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tolerantiam postulandam esse quam gloriam'’ [amid the temptations of this 
life, we must seek patience and perseverance rather than glory]. 


There it is, Eminence, a thought and a wish for your fortieth anniversary, 
while | remain, with a blessing, affectionately ever yours. 


Joannes XXIII PP. 
—John XXIII. To Cardinal Micara on the 40th 


anniversary of his consecration 


as a bishop. August 6, 1960. 


The Blessed Mother and the Spanish People 


. .. The world of today—you can see it yourselves—seems to be trembling 
as it faces the enormous flood of materialism and of hate that is trying to 
smother all Christian life. Men promise a paradise right here on earth and 
forget about the eternal one; they talk about a brotherhood without God. 
Empty dreams! May Mary Immaculate, the Morning Star and the Gate of 
Heaven, always lift up your gaze to the splendor and brilliance of future glory. 


Remember that someone who loves in the Heart of Mary is offering a strong 
love of the finest kind, for there is no human affection that can equal that 
of Our Mother. There is no other Mother quite like Mary; she is the gold of 
the fire in a Christian hearth. She goes looking for each and every one of you 
to gather you to her heart. Around her, all of you will feel more like brothers. 


In conclusion, a word of encouragement. The vision that Our trip through 
Spain left with Us is the consoling one of the virtues you possess: especially 
the purity and holiness of your homes, and the modesty and reserve of your 
wives. This Catholic nation of yours has great and providential reserves of 
faith stored up in it. Beloved people of La Coruna and of Spain, does each 
and every one of you want to hold on to this sacred heritage? Then never 
let the rosary fall from your hands; let prayers to Mary go on sanctifying your 
family gatherings each evening and setting the spiritual tone for your whole 
life. Be of good heart! Your Father in Rome is with you, and with this in mind, 
he gives you his blessing and all his love. 


—John XXIII. From a radio address to the people of 
La Corufia and Spain on the crowning of the statue 
of Our Lady of the Rosary. September | 1, 1960. 





A Word to 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to 


Di gran cuore 


ITH ALL Our heart We 
greet you, beloved Aspirants 
from the Young Women’s 
branch of Italian Catholic Action 
who have come to Rome for the 
solemn celebration of the fortieth 
anniversary of your association. 
In these few short days that you 
have been at Rome, your voices 
have conveyed a very fine impres- 
sion of solid religious piety and of 
apostolic zeal. And now, at the 
conclusion of these anniversary 
ceremonies, We have the joy of 
welcoming you to this Basilica and 
of blessing and encouraging your 
resolutions for the new social year. 
Once again young people are 
flocking to Rome; once again this 
greatest temple in Christendom is 
thrilling to the enthusiastic cry of 
teen-agers who are pious and 
happy, generous and pure. An un- 
dertaking for good that was begun 
forty years ago with far-seeing 
insight and that has since proved 
to be rich in its fruits now receives 
a noble testimonial, as it is carried 
on and spread in the hope of fur- 
ther conquests. 


Teen-agers 


Young Women of Catholic Action 
September 29, 1960 


A display of faith 


Beloved daughters! To all of 
your sisters who are your age and 
share your hopes, your presence 
here is a living proclamation of the 
message of life that surges up in 
your hearts. What is taking place 
in Our presence today is a mystery 
of grace and a gift of strength and 
of joy. The Lord is the one who 
has called you, and prepared the 
way and helped you with His gifts: 
and you have answered the call, 
with all of the readiness and en- 
thusiasm that are characteristic of 
teen-agers. Good for you, beloved 
daughters, good for you! We want 
to thank you for the display of 
faith you have presented to Our 
eyes; they like to rest with special 
love on the promising ranks of 
youngsters whose growth offers 
consolation to the Church of God 
and confident hope to their fami- 
lies. 

The fortieth anniversary of your 
association recalls other celebra- 
tions these last few years that have 
not been restricted to the tradi- 
tional occasions—twenty-fifth and 
fiftieth anniversaries — but have 
been extended to many others, as if 
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to hasten the fulfillment of the good 
resolutions that precede and follow 
upon these glorious meetings. 

The present convention which, 
short as it has been, has recalled 
the most important duties and the 
brightest ideals of your age, has a 
character all its own and one that 
is quite significant: it is a meeting 
of the teen-agers of Italy, with all 
the charm and fascination, the 
simplicity and the promise con- 
tained in that word. 


The Gospel and teen-agers 


Teen-ager! Jesus Himself, the 
Divine Teacher, looked on this 
precious and wonderful age with 
special love. The subject of ‘Teen- 
agers” turns up again and again 
in the Gospel, each time with a 
slightly different lilt to it, as if it 
carried a new air and aroma with 
it that brought those pages to life 
and made them unforgettable. 

At one moment, it is a call to 
complete generosity, as when Jesus 
invites the young man to leave 
everything to follow Him: and 
looks into his eyes and shows His 
affection for him: “Looking upon 
him, he loved him.” } 

Other times, it is a powerful 
command to rise, that snatches 
from death two who are in the 
flower of youth and restores them 
to life; and it is all the more mov- 
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ing to realize that two of the three 
commands to rise recorded in the 
Gospel are addressed — in almost 
identical words—to two young- 
sters. To the daughter of Jairus, 
Jesus says: “Talitha cumi,” which 
means, “Girl, I say to thee, 
arise!” ?; and to the son of the 
widow of Naim: “Young man, I 
sav to thee, arise!’ 

On another occasion, it is an in- 
vitation to share in His work, a 
kind of preview and foretaste of 
Catholic Action in its role of co- 
operating with the sacred Hier- 
archy: as a matter of fact, in the 
miracle of the multiplication of 
bread, it was a young boy who gave 
Our Lord the few loaves and the 
fish that were needed for His di- 
vine plan.‘ 


Living for others 


So you can see, beloved daugh- 
ters, what great love Our Lord has 
for those your age and what He 
expects from you. Oh, you are well 
aware and firmly convinced and 
even trying to make others your 
age understand that our lives have 
not been given to us just to shut 
ourselves off from others out of 
selfishness or frivolousness, but 
rather to grow and spread out, to 
build, to do good. 

This does not mean inertia, lazi- 
ness, paralysis, but generosity and 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 1, 1960. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 


Pope John gave this address to fifteen thousand young girls, in Rome for the fortieth 
anniversary of Young Women of Italian Catholic Action. The audience included a 
number of “aspirants,” i.e., candidates for membership in the organization. 


348 THE POPE SPEAKS 


ardor. This is what Jesus expects 
from you and what His humble 
Vicar, the Pope, who is speaking to 
you, asks of you. 


A call to generosity 


Jesus is inviting you to gen- 
erosity every bit as much as He 
did the youngster in the Gospel; 
some of you may be called to higher 
ideals, to carrying out literally the 
words of the Gospel: “Go, sell 
whatever thou hast . . . come, fol- 
low me.” 5 

As a matter of fact, there is 
nothing more beautiful than a vo- 
cation to be a religious and a mis- 
sionary. But there is a kind of 
generosity that He asks of every- 
one without exception: to leave the 
attitudes and the empty demands 
of the world behind so as to serve 
Him more closely, to know Him 
more deeply, to love Him and make 
Him loved more intensely. Of 
course, all this means sacrifice: but 
no one can outdo teen-agers like 
you in zeal and enthusiasm for fol- 
lowing the Lord with a fervent 
heart, a clear mind, and a firm will, 
and setting no limits to your own 
generosity. 


A eall to life 


Just as in the case of the teen- 
agers in the Gospel, Jesus is calling 
you to life: to the joy of living 
in grace, of knowing that you are 
the living temples of the Most Holy 
Trinity that dwells in the souls of 
the just. A life of prayer, of con- 
fession and of spiritual direction; 


a life of Mass and of frequent 
Communion, with ever greater de- 
votion; a life of loyalty to God’s 
commandments, because this is the 
one condition for remaining united 
to the very font of life, Jesus the 
Savior, as the branches remain 
attached to the vine and thus bring 
forth in abundance their golden 
clusters of grapes. 


A task for everyone 


Just as with the teen-ager of the 
Gospel, Jesus calls you to work 
with Him: to offer your abilities, 
your efforts, your intelligence for 
the spread of His Kingdom. No one 
of you must think that this is still 
too much for her. Jesus fed the 
multitudes with five loaves and 
two fishes and He knows how to 
use your contribution to the aposto- 
late, small as it may be, to work 
wonders. Each and every one of 
you must feel a holy desire to help 
Jesus, through your sharing in the 
work of the Catholic hierarchy: 
putting into practice all that is 
asked of you, taking part in the 
life of the association and all its 
activities, trying to sow the seed 
of good example in your own en- 
vironments. 


A wish and a blessing 


Go back to your parishes like 
swarms of busy bees and keep the 
memory of these days alive in your 
heart; Our wish for you is that 
you may always be worthy of the 
ideal that is proposed to you, and 
We pray that the Lord will grant 


2“Intuitus eum, dilexit eum.” (Mark 10, 21) 
* Mark 5, 41. 

* Luke 7, 14. 

* Cf. John 6, 9. 
® Mark 10, 21. 
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you every grace to pave the way 
for and watch over your well- 
rounded spiritual development. 
And along with these wishes, We 
offer you a wholehearted Apostolic 
Blessing and extend it to your lead- 
ers and chaplains on the national, 
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diocesan, and parish levels, to all 
of those near and dear to you, and 
to the whole great family of aspir- 
ants and members of the young 
women’s branch of Catholic Action, 
who are here with you in this Vati- 
can Basilica. 








The Franciscan Rule 


An Address of Pope John XXill on the 750th Anniversary 
of Papal Approval of the Rule of St. Francis 


Questi primi mesi 


Venerable brothers and beloved 
sons! These first months of Our 
apostolic service as the successor of 
Saint Peter in the Roman episco- 
pate have been marked by a succes- 
sion of historical and religious ob- 
servances which have claimed Our 
glad patronage. 

Today’s gathering, in Christian 
fraternity, of priests and brothers 
who, while diverse in their lan- 
guages and modes of apparel, are 
nevertheless united in the simplic- 
ity and liveliness of their memories 
and sentiments, is one of the most 
singular and happy of all. 

Here at the Lateran, in the Ba- 
silica which is “urbis et orbis mater 
et caput,” it is not the Apostles 
who bring us together this evening, 
but Saint Francis of Assisi, “homo 
catholicus et totus apostolicus,” 2 
who, from across the span of seven 
centuries, gathers his sons about 
him. 


Franciscan monuments 


From the great bronze statue in 
this immense square he invites us 
to contemplate the magnificent and 
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mysterious “sedes papalis atque 
patriarchalis.” 8 

Behold him here in the central 
mosaic, resplendent in the place of 
honor between Our Lady and Saint 
Peter; and see his spiritual son, 
the illustrious Saint Anthony of 
Padua, between Saint John the 
Baptist and Saint John the Evan- 
gelist. Here and there on the old 
inscriptions his blessed name ap- 
pears, along with mementoes of the 
outstanding events of his visit to 
this hill, so sanctified and vener- 
ated through the centuries; one ex- 
ample is the inscription of Pope 
Nicholas, the first of five Francis- 
can popes: Francisci proles primus 
de sorte Minorum.* 

This evening, however, it is the 
monument commemorating his 
Rule which has attracted Our at- 
tention. One would say that the 
statue of Pope Innocent III of in- 
comparable memory, who is repos- 
ing here in this noble and magni- 
ficent mausoleum, appears to have 
awakened from its rest in order to 
reassure us of the reality of his 
dream, the prodigy of divine Provi- 
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dence. lt was by him that this Rule, 
approved at first with some hesi- 
tance, was, by divine inspiration, 
later recognized as a call by Jesus 
to His loftiest teaching, and was 
thus adorned for the first time with 
the Apostolic seal. 


Unity amidst variety 


The multiplication of religious 
families who, each under the name 
of the Poverello of Assisi, present 
such multiform, and sometimes 
striking, variety in their religious 
habit, monastic life, and form of 
apostolate, is cause for admiration. 
But in the mind of one who knows 
how to scrutinize the innermost 
depths of human emotions, heart, 
and thought; who has seen a great 
part of the globe, is cognizant of 
ancient and recent affairs, and can 
distinguish precisely the sacred 
precept which is the eternal Gospel 
from inconstancies of climate, tem- 
perament, and local circumstances ; 
in the mind of such a man, there 
grows rather an amazement at this 
fidelity to the fundamental points 
of the ancient Franciscan Rule and 
this fervor in preserving its primi- 
tive purity. 
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An analogy from nature 


The forces of nature that color 
the dawn, set noonday ablaze, and 
render twilight mild and sweet, 
withdraw only at the approach of 
night. Similar forces operate in 
the realm of the human spirit, in- 
dividual and collective, and bring 
to mankind a succession of ever 
new days. In this regard, night is 
to be feared only when its darkness 
is too prolonged and becomes im- 
pervious to any new light. 


The three Franciscan virtues 


The illustrious, large, varicol- 
ored Franciscan family is like a 
wonderful ship plowing the sea. 
She puts out three very sturdy an- 
chors for the safety of her craft, 
which can secure for her vast and 
certain conquests over every storm 
and every adversity of sky, earth, 
and sea. The substance of Francis- 
canism lies in those three virtues, 
which serve for defense and con- 
quest. 

Three words express all and 
summarize the great Rule which 
Pope Innocent approved: “‘Pauper- 
tas; oboedientia; caritas.” ® Those 
two most noteworthy and devout 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 18, 1959. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for TPS by Rev. Augustine McDevitt, O.F.M. 


This address was delivered at ceremonies in the Archbasilica of St. John Lateran 
commemorating the 750th anniversary of formal papal approval of the Rule of St. 


Francis by Pope Innocent Ill. 


Several thousand Franciscans were present at the ceremonies. Representatives of 
the four branches of the Franciscan Order placed their hands in Pope John’s and 


renewed the vows of the Order. 
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commentators, Thomas of Celano 
and Saint Bonaventure, have of- 
fered to the world, in their elucida- 
tion of Saint Francis and the be- 
ginnings of his work, the most per- 
fect manual for an elect and holy 
religious life, and a true pattern 
for guiding all the sons of Saint 
Francis in their united efforts to 
achieve the most consoling success- 
es in religious and social renewal. 


Poverty 


Oh, holy poverty! What wealth 
it possesses, both as a counsel and 
as a vow! If this should be said 
of actual poverty, it should be said 
over and over again of poverty of 
the spirit. 

The four great Franciscan fam- 
ilies —the Friars simply called 
Friars Minor, the Friars Conven- 
tual, the Friars Capuchin, and the 
Third Order Regular—have writ- 
ten much literature, from ancient 
times up through our own days, 
about the concept, forms, and prac- 
tice of poverty. More interesting 
than any doctrinal treatise, 
however, are the encomiums on the 
advantages and serene joys of pov- 
erty, which express to perfection 
that which the author of the Imita- 
tion of Christ says so well: 
“Dimitte omnia, et invenies om- 
nia.” © The good Jacopone of Todi 
sang, with delightful style, some- 
thing very similar in this and sub- 
sequent verses: 


“Thou sweetest love of poverty, 

How deep should be our love for thee; 
Oh poverty! thou modest dame, 
Humility’s thy sister’s name.” 

It can happen, it is true, that in 
the practice of this fundamental 
virtue of Franciscanism, because 
of the very fact of poverty, riches, 
even material riches, may super- 
abound; and there may creep into 
the spirit, in virtue of the fact that 
“naupertas in divittis abundavit,” 7 
a feeling of universal superiority, 
even in the physical world; and 
there is a risk here of causing a 
dangerous confusion in the order 
of ideas and of everyday practice. 

Therefore, a sense of discretion 
and moderation is necessary. Let 
us not forget the page of the Little 
Flowers of Saint Francis where 
Friar Angelo, finding himself on a 
deserted and delightful little island 
of the Venetian Lagoon with Saint 
Francis, who had just returned 
from the Orient, invited the birds, 
who had gathered to welcome him, 
to unite their song to the recitation 
of the breviary. The birds respond- 
ed with their chirping; but so joy- 
ous and noisy were they that Friar 
Francis, at first so glad of their 
festive company, had to ask them 
to stop singing, because it was dis- 
turbing his prayers. 


Obedience 


In addition to poverty, obedience 
is of great significance in the Holy 


*“Mother and head of the city and the world.”—Ed. 

?“The man who was com letely — and apostolic.”—Ed. 

* “Papal and Patriarchal ioe 

‘“First son of Francis, Neco the rks of the Friars Minor.”—Ed. 

z Ronee . Sabin ew ’— Ed. 
*“Cast off ever ing, and you will find everything.” (III, 32)—Ed. 

* “Poverty abounded in Yichin: ”__Fid. pease ‘ 
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Rule approved by Pope Innocent: 
obedience to the Bishop, and partic- 
ularly to the Bishop of Rome. “Sub- 
diti et subiecti pedibus Sanctae 
Romanae Ecclesiae,”*® as Saint 
Francis expressed it. The history 
of the Church, when studied with- 
out animosity, provides a very ex- 
haustive documentation of two 
things: how, on the one hand, suc- 
cess adorns the life of religious or- 
ders when they preserve a pure and 
simple obedience to the Holy 
Church; and how, on the other 
hand, disadvantage and desolation, 
lamenting and weeping, befall them 
when they pursue, either alone or 
collectively, the paths of insubor- 
dination and lax discipline. 

In Our youthful days We once 
saw an old picture, covering an en- 
tire wall of a beautiful fourteenth- 
century church. The painting, 
called “The Tree of Saint Bona- 
venture,” depicted some friars as- 
cending its robust branches with 
simplicity, while others, bold and 
impetuous, were wretchedly falling 
down. Frequently deceit follows on 
secret ambition and insolence. The 
author of the Imitation of Christ 
writes steadfastly: “Frequently 
one asks what a man has accom- 
plished; but care is not taken to 
find out with what spirit of obedi- 
ence he may have proceeded in his 
effort. One inquires rather whether 
he be powerful, rich, handsome, 
capable, a clever writer, a pleas- 
ing singer, a lively orator, a tireless 
worker ; but one does not ask if he 
have the spirit of obedience, of pov- 
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erty; if he be mild, pious, spiritual. 
Nature often deceives; the obedient 
spirit always sings of victory.” 
(III, 31) 


The third characteristic 


What should be said of the third 
characteristic and fundamental at- 
tribute of every good son of Saint 
Francis? What of that spirit of 
catholicity and apostolicity which 
Saint Francis presented to his con- 
temporaries and bequeathed as a 
most precious heritage to his fri- 
ars, when he made it a precept 
of the Holy Rule which “dominus 
Innocentius papa, vir gloriosus, 
doctrina quoque fluentissimus, ser- 
mone clarissimus, zelo justitiae fer- 
vens,” ® after mature reflection, ap- 
proved and blessed? 

In his Legenda Major et Legenda 
Minor, St. Bonaventure devotes 
some touching pages to the prepar- 
ation of this precept for a vast 
missionary apostolate. The precept 
had as its object the direction of 
the work of winning innumerable 
souls, a task which, over the course 
of seven centuries, was to spread 
the knowledge and effect the tri- 
umph of the name and love of that 
wholly spiritual kingdom of the 
Crucified Jesus, Savior of the 
world. 

The rich libraries in which pre- 
cious volumes, both ancient and 
modern, record the deeds of the 
Franciscan missionaries and the 
shedding of their blood, should not 
be merely honored like so many 
laurels on which the heirs of such 


*“Subject and submissive at the feet of Holy Roman Church.”—Ed. 
*“The Lord Pope Innocent, an eminent man most —— in doctrine, most illustri- 
ous in his speech, burning with the zeal of justice.”—Ed. 
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glory may rest; rather, rendered 
more vivid by the occasion of this 
centenary celebration, they should 
serve as incentives to “aemulari 
charismata meliora.” 1 

This is one glory of the Fran- 
ciscan family which should be, and 
in fact is, laudably pursued in no- 
ble and holy rivalry. In this the 
Franciscans are united to the spir- 
itual forces of other congregations, 
which today are undertaking with 
more vitality than ever before 
tasks which have come up in some 
especially difficult and contested 
areas of the world. 

The ever sweet and powerful 
voice of Saint Francis is in full ac- 
cord with the other illustrious fa- 
thers of the apostolate who are the 
special heavenly protectors of the 
missionary congregations which 
they founded. May his summons 
incite everyone, at the various 
points of the earth where they 
work, suffer, and wage spiritual 
war against the spirit of darkness, 
to concentrate their invincible en- 
ergies to the end that the great 
tribulation of Holy Church may be 
ended, and may even change into 
a blessing for the very oppressors 
of liberty and truth. 

And now, dear sons and daugh- 
ters of the Franciscan family, and 
all others who belong to the in- 
numerable charitable and apostolic 
associations which are inspired by 
this ideal, let us strike up, in holy 
fraternity, the hymn of thanksgiv- 
ing in gratitude for the 750 years 


© “Strive after the greater gifts.”—Ed. 
a “For many years, for the peace and salvation of our souls, for the glory and bless- 
ing of the entire Holy Church of God.”—Ed 
2 “T am Joseph, your brother.”—Ed. 
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of busy vitality of the Rule of Saint 
Francis; and let us add to it the 
fervent prayer “ad multos annos, 
ad pacem et salutem animarum 
nostrarum, ad gloriam et benedic- 
tionem totius Ecclesiae Sanctae 
Dei.” 4 


Some personal recollections 


Beloved sons! We should like to 
add from Our heart a special word 
to all those present who belong to 
the peaceful army of the Third 
Order Secular of Saint Francis. 
“Ego sum Joseph, frater vester.” 12 
It is with great love that We tell 
you this. We are your brother 
since the time when, as a youth of 
scarcely fourteen years, on March 
1, 1896, we were enrolled in the or- 
dinary manner by Canon Luigi 
Isacchi, Our spiritual father, who 
was the Director of the Third Or- 
der in the Seminary at Bergamo. 

And We love to bless the Lord 
for this grace which, by a happy 
coincidence, he granted to Us pre- 
cisely in the same year and during 
the same months in which We be- 
gan Our ecclesiastical career by the 
reception of Sacred Tonsure. Oh! 
the serene and innocent joy of that 
coincidence: a Franciscan Terti- 
ary and a cleric on the way to the 
priesthood. We received then the 
bonds of innocent and happy sim- 
plicity that were to accompany Us 
to the blessed altar and give Us 
everything in Our life. 

From Our infancy Our eyes had 
grown accustomed to the sight of 
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the simple little convent of the Fri- 
ars Minor at Baccanello, located on 
the broad plain of Lombardy where 
We were born and grew up. It was 
the first religious establishment 
We knew: a church, a modest her- 
mitage, a campanile, and, all round 
about, the humble friars who, en- 
gaged in “the quest” between the 
fields and the little hamlet, diffused 
that air of completely ingenuous 
simplicity which made Saint Fran- 
cis and his sons so charming. 

We should like to state, after a 
long career over the pathways of 
the world and after becoming ac- 
quainted with so many very noble 
expressions of that spirit by the 
learned, illustrious, and holy men 
who embellish the Franciscan or- 
ders and the Church of Christ in 
the name of the Seraphic Father of 
Assisi, that to Our soul, matured 
in the priesthood and in the serv- 
ice of souls, nothing was ever so 
sweet and delightful as a return to 
Baccanello, to that innocence, that 
meekness, that holy lyric of the 
Christian life. 

It was in the midst of such mem- 
ories that a humble Franciscan 
Tertiary, who had become Pope in 
that same succession of Innocent 
III, Nicholas IV, and Leo XIII, 
without losing any of that original 
simplicity, but rather savoring its 
sweetness more than ever—it was 
in the midst of such memories, We 


13 ~ 8 “though 
heavenly 


ymns, alleluja, alleluja.” 
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say—that on last Sunday in Saint 
Peter’s We experienced an inex- 
pressable spiritual rapture when 
We canonized a new Saint of the 
Church of God: Saint Charles of 
Sezze. Grace, purity, simplicity, 
and inspiration combined to fash- 
ion for this modest lay brother of 
the Friars Minor a crown which 
was bright here on earth with 
heavenly gifts and now shines in 
heaven with a supernatural glory 
for our wonderment, our example, 
and our protection. 

To that little convent at Bac- 
canello, rustic even yet but very 
dear to Us, in gratitude for evoking 
the sweetest memories of Our en- 
tire life, We are going to send, as 
a Papal gift, the precious reliquary 
which the Seraphic Order has been 
pleased to offer to Us as a lasting 
reminder of this glorious event. 

Like the great Patriarch Fran- 
cis, Saint Charles of Sezze, the 
most recently glorified of his friars 
minor, pauper et humilis, coelum 
dives ingreditur, hymnis coelesti- 
bus honoratur, alleluja, alleluja."* 

Beloved brothers in Saint Fran- 
cis: to Ourself, to you, and to all, 
We repeat the great admonition 
which comes to us from heaven: 
This is the great Rule which we 
celebrate; this is the path which 
leads to life, to blessing, and to 
glory. Alleluja, alleluja. 


poor and humble, pagers Qeeven a wealthy man, and is honored with 











Guardians of Holy Marriage 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to the Sacred Roman Rota 


E’ motivo 


T BRINGS US the deepest con- 
solation to extend a welcome 
for the second time to those 
who make up the Sacred Roman 
Rota: the corps of judges, the offi- 
cials of the Tribunal and the advo- 
cates who work there. 

Beloved sons, once again, as the 
judicial year opens, you have all 
joined together in a prayer that 
gives you strength as it begs the 
consoling spirit to pour down His 
priceless gifts of wisdom, counsel, 
and fortitude, and the help of the 
divine light into your minds that 
have to be constantly engaged in 
the exercise of prudence and sound 
judgment. 

Beloved sons! You, my dear 
Dean, have directed Our attention 
to the great amount of work ac- 
complished during the year just 
past. 


A point of departure 


We are very happy to tell you 
how much real satisfaction We feel 
at this new proof of the learning 
and devotion of all those who make 
up the Tribunal, and We would like 
to use it as a point of departure 
for some more general considera- 


October 25, 1960 


tions that automatically come to 
mind when We think of the cases 
which you are handling; consid- 
erations and warnings that reflect 
the Church’s interests and cares, 
and that We hope will be welcomed 
by everyone in the world who 
shares your heartfelt interest in 
protecting and strengthening the 
sacredness of the marriage bond 
and family life. 

The report that you have pre- 
sented to Us makes it most obvious 
that marriage cases are, for all 
practical purposes, the main item 
in the work of the Sacred Rota. 
And it is easy to imagine that there 
may be times when, aside from the 
juridical procedure involved—and 
this in itself requires of you a great 
deal of study and of careful min- 
istry—the parties concerned not 
only may present arguments for 
or against the existence of the 
bond, but also, more or less know- 
ingly, may call into question the 
most sacred aspects of Christian 
life. 


Growing threat to the family 


There cannot be any doubt that 
there is something in our times 


856 
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almost imperceptibly serving to 
spread far and wide the dangers 
that threaten the whole concept of 
the family, and serving to lend 
greater force to the pitfalls that 
weaken it. This is happening in 
a more insistent, a more beguiling, 
a more deceptive way than in the 
past. 

The Church has never failed to 
raise its voice in a cry of alarm 
when dangerous concessions have 
been made by the consciences of 
individuals and of society as a 
whole in this area that is so deli- 
cate and pregnant with conse- 
quences for the life of society: 
encyclicals, documents, the talks of 
Our predecessors are there to bear 
witness to the watchful, maternal 
care of the Church. Even today, 
she does not fall short in carrying 
out the commandment she has re- 
ceived from Christ Himself. Above 
and beyond all else, she continues, 
better and more effectively, to 
promulgate her teachings, which 
are always appropriate, however 
severe they may be. 


Three points 


This is why, beloved sons, We 
would like to draw the attention of 
all men—jurists, sociologists, edu- 
cators and the entire faithful—to 
the very serious question of the 
holiness of marriage, so that the 
dangers We have just mentioned 
may be driven off ever more effec- 





357 


tively. Here are just a few brief 
ideas that We humbly offer to all 
for their thoughtful consideration. 
They touch on three points of pas- 
toral practice and of authentic 
apostolate: the duty of instruction 
for all; strength and solidity of 
doctrine in those who are to edu- 
cate, counsel, judge; the constant 
recalling of the fatherhood of God. 


I 


First of all the duty of instruc- 
tion on the dignity and obligations 
of married life. 


Marriage a sacrament 


On April 22, 1942, Pius XII, 
speaking to a group of newly-weds, 
reminded them that “marriage is 
not just a natural contract; for 
Christian souls it is a great sacra- 
ment, a great sign of grace and of 
something sacred — namely, 
Christ’s espousal with His Church, 
which He won and made His own 
with His own blood in order to 
bring forth the sons of men who 
believe in His name to a new life 
of the spirit . . . The seal and the 
light of the sacrament which, We 
might say, change the very nature 
of the natural contract, give mar- 
riage a nobility and a sublime 
goodness that takes in and unites 
within itself not only indissolu- 
bility, but also all that has to do 
with the meaning of the sacra- 
ment.” 1 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 26, 1960. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

In this address the Holy Father warns of the increasing threats to the institution of 
matrimony and advises on means for its defense. 
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Need for instruction 


Now the radiant beauty of this 
Christian teaching on the essence 
of matrimony calls first of all for 
a continuous and persuasive in- 
struction of the faithful, that will 
reach all levels of society. It is par- 
ticularly necessary and even urgent 
for this instruction to reach the 
young people who are approaching 
matrimony, and for it to make an 
impression on them and make them 
conscious of the very serious duty 
of religious instruction in this very 
delicate matter. 

We of course know that on all 
sides there are various endeavors 
under way that have been using 
the means made available by the 
press and by modern techniques to 
make this important work of in- 
struction more effective and more 
attractive: scientific publications, 
counsellors, courses of study, spe- 
cial sermons. We want to express 
Our deep pleasure at these efforts; 
gradually developed, carefully 
planned and duly approved by 
higher ecclesiastical authority, they 
enkindle wonderful hope for an 
ever more consoling harvest of 
good fruit. 


Pernicious influences 


We must move ahead in this 
direction with vigor and with sin- 
cerity: the conditions of the time 
demand that we do so without de- 
lay. Sometimes the time of youth 
—and the period of engagements 
in particular—can smother the 
brightness and clarity of ideals in 
the fog of a feeling and expression 


1 Discorsi e Radiomessaggi, IV, 45. 
2 “Tn the heart of Christ Jesus.”—Ed. 
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of love that is mistaken or not 
sufficiently controlled. These words 
do not exaggerate the facts; the 
proof is in the suggestions of the 
press, the radio, the movies, ex- 
pressed in terms devoid of any 
moral foundation. Besides, just 
look at the whole crowd of affairs 
and celebrations that create an 
artificial environment, and make 
themselves felt in a thousand se- 
ductive ways—that go against 
conscience — that change tradi- 
tional customs for the worse and 
have the bad training of young- 
sters as their first and most ruin- 
ous effect. 

When We consider the serious- 
ness of the danger, which comes not 
so much from specific individual 
cases (upon which you can put 
your finger) as from a general re- 
laxation of sound moral standards 
on a wide scale, We find an invi- 
tation rising to Our lips automati- 
cally and We repeat it ardently in 
visceribus Jesu Christi.? 


An invitation 


First of all We ask the pastors 
of souls to use every means in 
instructions and in catechisms, 
through the spoken word and 
through writings that will spread 
far and wide, to make their duty 
clear to the consciences of parents 
and of youngsters. 

And We extend this invitation to 
all who have the means and the in- 
clination to influence public opin- 
ion. We ask them to see to it that 
their influence always serves to 
clarify rather than confuse, and to 
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promote strong character and re- 
spect for the greatest and most 
precious good in the life of society: 
the integrity of marriage. 


Il 


This duty calls for a particular 
strength and solidity of doctrine 
in all those whose specific profes- 
sion or vocation obliges them often 
to take an interest in these prob- 
lems. 


The need for strength 


And this is especially true of you 
jurists : a strength nourished at the 
fonts of natural and positive law, 
that will not give in to any wiles 
or weakness and that is, at the 
same time, accompanied by a per- 
fectly balanced judgment that 
comes from a full awareness of the 
conditions of the times in which 
we live. 

Strength in educators and doc- 
tors, too. We can never sufficiently 
deplore the harm done in this area 
by a concept of life that is first of 
. all naturalistic and then material- 
istic, especially with regard to mar- 
riage and the family. The steady 
effort to snatch this sphere and the 
defense of it away from the ma- 
ternal vigilance of the Church and 
to reduce both (marriage and the 
family) to the level of merely hu- 
man institutions has gradually 
succeeded in weakening their struc- 
ture and stability more and more. 


The role of grace 


And, on the other hand, We can 
never sufficiently stress the fact 
that unsullied moral principles, 
sound training of the emotions, and 
esteem for human values viewed in 
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their harmony with the super- 
natural, all avoid or check at the 
very beginning situations which, if 
left to the courts, will always leave 
internal wounds that will never 
heal. Here again, you have to keep 
in mind what the actual state of 
things is as a result of original 
sin, and that this state necessarily 
demands that we have recourse to 
grace; it is the only thing that can 
restore the equilibrium that man 
has lost through being wounded, 
and if it is withdrawn from and 
deliberately ignored, married life 
is deprived of its most effective 
support. 

Now this is also the duty of edu- 
cators and of doctors who want to 
look at their profession not just 
from one point of view but in the 
light of the whole, real situation 
of the man to be healed; for the 
natural and the supernatural work 
together in fruitful harmony to 
cure him. 


Unwise counsellors 


The levity with which people 
often approach the problem of 
marriage and the worrisome un- 
dermining of moral ramparts are 
caused not only by a lack of suf- 
ficient religious instruction—as We 
have pointed out—but also by a 
want of clear and precise ideas on 
this subject among those whose 
profession puts them in the posi- 
tion of serving as lights and guides 
for the younger generation. Fluc- 
tuation in their own convictions, 
superficiality and even error in 
their philosophical and religious 
training and—it hurts Us to say it 
—sometimes a malicious desire to 
attack the Church’s efforts, are the 
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source of the first blow that 
strikes at the firmness of many 
consciences; for many, encounters 
with antichristian teachers and 
doctors have been the occasion and 
cause of sad surrenders of princi- 
ple. 

Hence strength and solidity of 
conviction, of doctrine, of resolu- 
tion, along with constant study, 
and a humble and sincere attitude 
of soul that knows that true and 
profound learning never does go 
and never can go against the dic- 
tates of Revelation and the teach- 
ing of the Church. 


Ill 


There is a third means that 
seems to Us to be quite timely for 
firmly establishing the security of 
the family, and it fits in perfectly 
with all that We have said up to 
now. And that is the constant re- 
calling of the fatherhood of God 
“ex quo omnis paternitas in caelis 
et in terris nominatur.” ® 


Cooperation with God 


The profound, eternal fruitful- 
ness that is in the bosom of God is, 
in a certain sense, reflected in an 
active and generous form in the 
sons of men who are elevated to 
the lofty dignity and duty of 
procreators. 

In the family we have the closest 
and most wonderful cooperation of 
man with God: two human persons 
created to the image and likeness 
of God are called not just to the 
great work of carrying on and 
prolonging the work of creation 
through giving physical life to new 
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beings, in whom the life-giving 
Spirit will infuse the powerful 
principle of immortal life, but also 
to the nobler role that completes 
and perfects the former—that of 
providing for the human and 
Christian education of their off- 
spring. 


Source of stability 


A firm conviction of this kind, 
based on so lofty a truth, is enough 
to assure stability to every matri- 
monial bond and to make parents 
aware of the responsibilities they 
take on before God and before men. 

Teachers and pastors of souls 
know from experience how effec- 
tive are thoughts of this kind in 
stirring up holy enthusiasm in 
young people who are getting ready 
for marriage, and in stirring up 
an impressive seriousness that 
takes the form of accepting advice 
and making resolutions with all 
their generosity of spirit. 

So let every means at your dis- 
posal be used to spread a joyous 
awareness of this majestic nobility 
of man, of the father and mother 
of a family, who are primary col- 
laborators with God in carrying on 
His work in the world, in giving 
new members to the Mvstical Bodv 
of Christ, in peopling Heaven with 
the elect who will sing the glory 
of the Lord forever. 


A common anxiety 


Beloved sons, at Our first meet- 
ing with the Sacred Roman Rota 
on October 19th of last year, We 
took time to consider the animat- 
ing spirit of this Tribunal and the 


*“From whom all fatherhood in heaven and on earth receives its name.” Eph. 8, 


15.—Ed. 
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tasks entrusted to it by the Su- 
preme Pontiffs beginning with 
John XXII, down to St. Pius X 
who, in 1908, reorganized its valu- 
able and praiseworthy activity.‘ 
You have been most kind and 
courteous and have shown an ap- 
preciation of the reasons lying be- 
hind Our words today. As a matter 
of fact, sometimes the causes that 
are submitted to the Rota cause 
Our priestly heart, like your own, 
to beat with sadness and anxiety 
over something that is under at- 
tack, that needs protection, and 
that demands courage in investi- 
gation and in making a decision, 
as well' as firmness in ideals and 
in apostolic activity. 

This is why We wanted to con- 
fide some thoughts of a pastoral 
nature to you, for We felt sure that 
they would meet with full agree- 
ment on your part and that they 
are already a motivating force in 
your daily labor. We like to think 
that Our words will find an echo in 
the form of serious reflection 
among an ever wider circle of the 
faithful who are open and sensitive 
to the words of their Father. 
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A prayer for help 


At the conclusion of the present 
audience, We call upon the Lord to 
offer you special help toward a 
perfect fulfillment of the serious 
responsibilities and tasks commit- 
ted to you; and We invite you to 
pray to Him ardently using the 
profound words of Scripture that 
apply so well to your activitiy: 
“Da mihi sedium tuarum assistrt 
cem sapientiam. . . Mitte illam de 
caelis sanctis tuis et a sede magni- 
tudinis tuae, ut mecum sit et me- 
cum laboret, ut sciam quid accep- 
tum sit apud te; ... deducet me 
in operibus meis sobrie, et custo- 
diet me in sua potentia.” 5 

With such light as an aid, your 
work will continue to be of great 
usefulness to the Church and to 
reflect great credit on each of you. 
To confirm this most cordial wish, 
We are happy to offer you proof of 
how pleased We are in the form of 
a special, propitiatory Apostolic 
Blessing, which we bestow upon all 
of you present here, your families 
and all of those dear to you. 


* For a digest of the Holy Father’s talk on this occasion, see TPS (Winter 1959-60) 


v. 6, no. 1, p. 46. 


*“Give me wisdom, that sitteth by thy throne . . . Send her out of thy holy heaven, 
and from the throne of thy majesty, that she may be with me, and may labor with me, 
that I may know what is acceptable with thee . . . she shall lead me soberly in my 
works, and shall preserve me by her power.” Wisd. 9, 4 and 10-11.—Ed. 

















Counsels for Seminarians 


An Address of Pope John XXIill to Seminarians in Rome 


Un vivo desiderio 


ELOVED SONS! Our heart 
prompted Us to meet with 
you here, in order to confide 

to you some thoughts which were 
suggested to Us by the solemn fes- 
tivities of the Synod. 

You make up a numerous and 
happy group in the diversity of 
your national origins, and in the 
glowing charm of your youth: your 
presence here is the beautiful and 
ready answer which Divine Provi- 
dence gives to the cares and anxi- 
eties of Holy Church, as to the 
quality, quantity, and apostolic zeal 
of the future members of her 
clergy. Your youthful group adorns 
the Roman Synod, as it were, with 
a bright promise of future blos- 
soms, and the reflected light of its 
beauty shines over all the dioceses 
of the world from which you came. 


Inspiring circumstances 


Our meeting is enhanced and 
given a deeper meaning by the 
celebration of an event of the 
greatest importance in the reli- 
gious life of the City, and by its 
surroundings—this church of St. 
Ignatius, which jealously guards 
its glorious memories and attests 
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to the services rendered by the ad- 
jacent Roman College in the cause 
of sacred scholarship and the apos- 
tolate. Especially worthy of respect 
is the mausoleum of Pope Gregory 
XV — Alexander Ludovisi — for 
whom a short pontificate (1621- 
1623) sufficed to achieve great 
merits for the role he played in 
the glorification of St. Ignatius and 
St. Francis Xavier, and in the es- 
tablishment of world-wide mission- 
ary cooperation. Let Us confide to 
you in a whisper, as it were, that 
during Our seminary years in 
Rome We often repaired to this 
church to the altar of St. Louis and 
St. John Berchmans to ask for 
their intercession that the grace of 
chastity might be preserved in Us 
forever without any diminution of 
its delicate splendor. 

In those youthful years, Our soul 
found happiness in seeking the 
presence and blessing of two saint- 
ly popes, first the great Leo XIII, 
and later St. Pius X, always father- 
ly and kind. 


The Book of Judges 


We will again seek inspiration in 
the Sacred Scriptures for Our con- 
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versation with you, who are Our 
youngest sons, just as We did in 
the last three days, when We ad- 
dressed the solemn gathering of 
the priests of Our diocese. We find 
this inspiration in the Book of 
Judges, which, as you well know, 
records the deeds of the men who 
accepted the inheritance of Moses 
and set the Chosen People on the 
difficult course they were to steer 
in their life and history. 


The chosen few 


Gedeon, who had under his com- 
mand an enormous multitude of 
soldiers, obviously ready and will- 
ing to face any risk and any obsta- 
cle, is told by the Lord that in great 
undertakings you must count, not 
on the many, but on the chosen few. 
Selection is the law of life, prog- 
ress, and perfection. 

Beloved Sons! We like to imag- 
ine you, after all the years of prep- 
aration in your native lands, as 
regiments of soldiers who have 
been chosen and set aside, in obedi- 
ence to the call of the Lord, for the 
future conquests by the Kingdom 
of God. We find this fact admirably 
described in Chapter seven of 
Judges as follows: “The Lord said 
to Gedeon: You have too many sol- 
diers with you for me to deliver 
Madian into their power, lest Israel 
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vaunt itself against me and say: 
‘My own power brought me the vic- 
tory.’ Now proclaim to all the sol- 
diers: ‘If anyone is afraid or fear- 
ful, let him leave.’”? This is as 
much as to say: Whoever does not 
possess the necessary courage, and 
is fearful, let him turn back. 

After these words were spoken, 
the multitude was reduced to twen- 
ty thousand: and these twenty 
thousand were further reduced to 
three hundred, according to the 
precise instructions of the Lord: 
“Lead them down to the water, and 
I will test them... there.”? And 
here is the ordeal which tests the 
strength, dedication, and spirit of 
sacrifice of the individual soldiers: 
“You shall set to one side everyone 
who laps up the water .. ., to the 
other, everyone who kneels down 
to drink.” 

The implications of this passage 
are clear: those who hesitate, 
those who are too mindful of their 
own comfort, and those who crave 
to satisfy their thirst at all the 
sources of human knowledge and 
experience, are not, and cannot be, 
soldiers of God’s Kingdom. 


Three thoughts 


Beloved Sons! The secret of 
fruitfulness and success in your 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, January 29, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

This address was given to an audience of seminarians from the various ecclesiastical 
colleges, seminaries, and houses of study in Rome. As the Holy Father pointed out, 
they had come to Rome from all parts of the world, but their motives and problems 
were essentially the same. This address, therefore, should be of great interest to 


seminarians throughout the world. 
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future activity lies in this spirit of 
detachment. New soldiers of the 
modern age, you are going to un- 
dertake very worthy enterprises, 
which will bear no resemblance to 
earthly conquest or dominion. 
Rather, you will seek new condi- 
tions that will make possible a more 
orderly life together for people; 
you will, with ardent desire and 
action, devote yourselves to the 
unification of all humanity in 
Christ. Allow Us, then, to entrust 
to you three thoughts which are 
very dear to Us. 

We did not receive them by 
heavenly revelation, as was the 
case with Gedeon, but they are the 
fruit of long hours of meditation 
and prayer. Here they are: Walk 
worthily ; accept the Book and read 
it eagerly; sing the Psalms with 
understanding and frequently.® 


Walking worthily 


1. We say to you, first of all: 
Walk worthily. These words out- 
line for you the necessity of leading 
a worthy life, harboring high ideals 
and purposes, and preserving a 
spotless priestly character. 


Brothers 


Although you came to Rome 
from different parts of the world, 
in your daily encounters you are 
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like brothers unto one another. 
Basically, you are not in any way 
different from each other, since you 
share a common inheritance and a 
common goal in the service of God 
and souls. When you came to the 
center of the Catholic world, each 
of you carried with him from his 
native land treasures of ancient 
wisdom and of sound, noble, glori- 
ous tradition. Here you learn to 
know and, consequently, to appre- 
ciate one another better, and to 
share with each other the gifts of 
nature and grace which every one 
of you possesses. 

Your young hearts, eagerly wait- 
ing to reap the future harvests of 
souls, well know that you are not 
here in Rome to prepare for posi- 
tions of privilege; on the contrary, 
you are here to become the most 
willing, skilled, humble, and gener- 
ous assistants of your bishops and 
of your brother priests, who are 
counting so much on you. This is, 
therefore, the most fruitful period 
of your formation. 


True progress 


This is why We say to you with 
an anxious heart: Walk worthily! 
That is tantamount to repeating 
God’s invitation to faithful Abra- 
ham: “Walk in My presence and 
be perfect.” ® 


1The third and final session of the Roman Synod had taken place on the day before 


this talk to the seminarians.—Ed. 


*“Dixitque Dominus ad Gedeon: Multus tecum est p 
in manus eius, ne glorietur contra me Israel et dicat: 


ulus, nec tradetur Madian 
eis viribus liberatus sum. 


Loquere ad populum, et cunctis audientibus praedica. Qui formidolosus et timidus 


est revertatur.” (Judges 7, 2-3) 
* “Duc eos 
*“Qui lingua lambuerint aquas ... 


ad aquas, et ibi probabo illos.” (Judges 7, 4) y : 
i separabis eos seorsum; qui autem curvatis 


genibus biberint, in altera parte erunt ...” (Judges 7, 5-6) } : 

*“Digne ambulate; accipite librum et devorate illum; psallite sapienter et fre- 
quenter.” 

*“Ambula coram me et esto perfectus.” (Gen. 17, 1) 
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This means, first and foremost, 
proceed with dignity; that is, you 
must progress in enriching your 
minds, which must open up to all 
things beautiful and sacred in the 
light of God; progress in purifying 
your heart, and freeing it from 
bondage to any one individual crea- 
ture, thereby giving it the power to 
embrace all creatures, in their joys 
and sorrows; progress in strength- 
ening and maturing your experi- 
ence with a view to your future 
responsibility ; progress constantly 
in developing an amiable and at- 
tractive disposition. In other 
words, you must move in the direc- 
tion of “whatever things are true, 
whatever things are honorable, 
whatever things are just, whatever 
things are holy, and whatever 
things make you lovable and of 
good repute.”* From Rome, this 
city of apostles and martyrs, of 
monks and missionaries, advance 
toward new conquests. For, when- 
ever you stop to settle down in 
comfort and listen to the blandish- 
ments of the flesh, you run the risk 
of becoming like stagnant waters. 
Advance, then, but advance with 
dignity. 

Clarity and watchfulness 


All the elements of your forma- 
tion should have splendor; you 
must look with clear eyes at what- 
ever is before you, not only antici- 
pating the chaste joy of celebrating 
the Mass in holiness, but also con- 
templating unflinchingly the diffi- 
culties you will meet, and the un- 
certainties and doubts which will 


* See Phil. 4, 8. 
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threaten to cloud and paralyze your 
judgment. 

Walk worthily! Be on your 
guard against the snares of your 
heart, your senses, your relations 
with others, and your reactions. A 
priest is not a man of impulse, nor 
is he a sentimentalist, or a partial, 
aloof, shy, and moody man. A 
priest is not satisfied with medi- 
ocrity. From the first precious 
years of his formation, he strives 
to attain self-knowledge, in order 
to overcome his failings, and ap- 
proach the ideal perfection which 
God demands. And be thou perfect. 


Sacred Scripture 


2. The second thought is an in- 
vitation to enjoy the substantial 
pleasures afforded by Sacred Scrip- 
ture: “Take the scroll and eat it 
up.” 8 

Always keep the prophetic sym- 
bols of the Apocalypse before your 
eyes: it is the Angel standing on 
the sea and the earth who, obeying 
the command uttered by the voice 
from heaven, offers the Sacred 
Book to you, just as he offered it to 
John the Apostle. What a meaning- 
ful symbol this is for the Church, 
who reaches across continents and 
hands you her precious treasure! 

The Book indicates the will of 
God for each one of us: it points to 
the right conduct of life and to the 
secret of success in any effective 
form of the apostolate; in other 
words, the kind of apostolate which 
does not crave human results— 
indeed, such may not be forthcom- 
ing. You see how the Church op- 


® “A ccipite librum, et devorate illum.” (Apoc. 10, 9) 
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erates: she sows in one century and 
reaps in subsequent ones by means 
of her councils, her synods, and her 
canonical rulings. 


Nourishment from Scripture 


Let the Sacred Book, then, guide 
you toward a firmer and more solid 
piety, and to a more glowing priest- 
ly life. At one time, We found in 
the writings of the Protopatriarch 
of Venice, St. Lawrence Justinian, 
a wonderful consonance of words 
on the subject of the benefits of- 
fered by the Divine Book. We are 
now happy to quote from his work 
“De Casto Connubio Verbi Dei,” in 
which We found these profound 
and beautiful expressions: ‘The 
Sacred Book is indeed the mirror 
in which is reflected the knowledge 
of the Word; it is the holy taber- 
nacle of the Godhead.® No one who 
approaches it in a spirit of purity, 
prudence, and humility will depart 
from it empty-handed. The Book 
teaches the ways of righteous liv- 
ing; under the surface of its words, 
what a current of lofty truths and 
of mysterious sacraments! In the 
Book are the wonders of the Divine 
Omnipotence which created the 
world; in it is the cooperative role 
of the angels, as well as the instru- 
mental function of man. Those holy 
pages exalt, first and foremost, the 
supreme goodness of the Creator, 
who by them wished to enlighten 
human ignorance, lead man to 
faith, sustain his hopes, and wean 
his spirit away from visible things, 


° “Divinitatis armarium ” 





367 


while nourishing it with things in- 
visible and eternal.’ 1° 

This is the substantial nourish- 
ment which the Divine Book alone 
can give you. This is the reason 
for the exhortation: ‘Take the 
scroll and eat it up.” As a starting 
point for more specific manifesta- 
ticns of piety, and for the perform- 
ance of your priestly mission, the 
Divine Book can open up before 
you the horizons of a profound and 
generous spiritual life, and show 
you the devotions which have al- 
ways been the mark of a good 
priest, anytime and anywhere: the 
Eucharist, the Sacred Heart, the 
Most Precious Blood, the Blessed 
Virgin, and, lastly, the saints of 
the Old and New Testaments. The 
Sacred Scriptures form an orderly 
and admirable unit, which must be 
first absorbed by your minds, to 
enable you to educate God’s people 
for the heights of piety, and the 
Christian conduct of life. 


The Psalms 


3. One last thought, beloved sons. 
“Sing the Psalms with understand- 
ing and frequently.” Jesus’ invita- 
tion to this effect is clear and im- 
perative. “They must always pray 
and not lose heart.”11 Let your 
prayer, then, be incessant, medita- 
tive, and wise. Let it be your food 
and the very air you breathe, which 
keeps you spiritually alive by pro- 
tecting you against the poisonous 
vapors of a worldly mentality 
that might even seriously jeopard- 


* St. Lawrence Justinian, Opera Omnia, Venice, 1721, p. 157; see A. G. Cardinal 
Roncalli, “La Sacra Scrittura e San Lorenzo Giustiniani,” Rivista Biblica, 1958, pp. 


291-2. 


1 “Onortet semper orare, et non deficere.” (Luke 18, 1) 
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ize your vocation. Respond, then, 
to the joyous exhortation of the 
Apostle: “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you abundantly : in all wis- 
dom teach and admonish one an- 
other by psalms, hymns, and spir- 
itual songs, singing in your hearts 
to God by his grace.” 2 


Study of the Psalter 


The Psalter is an invaluable 
source of prayer; in the near fu- 
ture you will have to become famil- 
iar with it, and make it the thought 
of your thoughts, and the living 
substance of your consecrated life. 
We want you to be conversant with 
the Psalter right now: you must, 
therefore, study it and know it 
both as a whole and in its individ- 
ual parts. Meditate upon different 
psalms, in order to discover the 
hidden beauty of each, and thus 
acquire a real “sensus Dei” and 
“sensus Ecclesiae.” Rest in the 
psalms, and rise from them to the 
contemplation of heavenly things, 
and learn from them to appreciate 
the things of the world, such as cul- 
ture, history, and the daily occur- 
rences of your personal life, with 
moderation and perspective. 


The habit of prayer 


It has been said that a priest 
must always have a prayer on his 
lips. This habit of prayer, how- 
ever, like all the things of the 
spirit, cannot be stored away for 
future use and aired after ordina- 
tion, because even then, unless the 
habit of prayer was formed long 
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ago, there will be no dearth of 
motives or excuses, under the guise 
of other occupations and work, for 
letting the practice die out. Now is 
the time for you to become men of 
prayer : how much light, sweetness, 
spiritual balance, and even influ- 
ence over souls, you will acquire 
from your familiarity with the 
Psalter, the substantial nourish- 
ment of your piety! 


Papal affection 


Beloved Sons! We confided to 
you these three thoughts, and now 
We trust that they will germinate 
and blossom into a revival of devo- 
tion, both in your hearts and in the 
hearts of your brother seminarians 
all over the world. 

The Pope loves you in a very 
special way, and prays for you 
many times a day, especially in the 
morning during Holy Mass, and in 
the evening at the Rosary. 

The Pope loves you. When, dur- 
ing audiences and gatherings, Our 
eyes turn to young seminarians, 
We feel their hearts close to Ours, 
in joyous and perfect harmony. 

You embody the hope and cer- 
tainty of the future. The Church 
loves you, and to you who know 
neither fatigue nor old age she en- 
trusts the anxieties and preoecupa- 
tions of her future. You are the 
flower-scented spring of tomorrow, 
which, with confident heart, We 
visualize as rich in holy affirma- 
tions for the Church of God, while 
Our hands are raised in a gesture 
of encouragement and benediction. 


*“Verbum Christi habitet in vobis abundanter in omni sapientia docentes et com- 
monentes vosmetipsos psalmis, hymnis et canticis spiritualibus, in gratia cantantes 
in cordibus vestris Deo.” (Col. 3, 16) 
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An exhortation 


Continue, then, to walk worthily 
on the path you have chosen: draw 
from the Sacred Scriptures, the 
Old and New Testaments, the 
strength of your piety, the willing- 
ness of your obedience to the voice 
of the Church, the splendor of your 
chastity, aid the generosity of your 
apostolate. May you be the con- 
solation of your bishops, and the 
purest glory of your native lands. 
Humbly aware of your frailty, al- 
ways place your trust in the 
strength of Jesus Christ, who sum- 
moned you to continue the work of 
the Redemption. 


A heavenly vision 


A priest may walk on earth, but 
his thoughts, his heart, and his eyes 
are turned toward Heaven. “And 
they shall see his face and his name 
shall be on their foreheads. And 
night shall be no more, and they 
shall have no need of light of lamps, 
or light of sun, for the Lord God 
will shed light upon them, and they 
shall reign forever and ever.” 

Our eyes contemplate this mov- 


ing vision, while a choir of well- 
modulated voices begins and con- 
tinues the exaltation of three can- 
ticles: Benedictus, Magnificat, and 
Nune Dimittis, which, in the first 
pages of the Gospel, proclaim the 
realization of the ancient prophe- 
cies and the dawning of a new era, 
the era of the eternal Gospel, the 
Gospel of freedom, peace, and unity 
for the human family. 

The Church, always courageous 
and progressive, entrusts this Gos- 
pel to you. Beloved Sons, always 
keep it the way you receive it: “in 
your hearts and on your lips, to 
proclaim it worthily.” * 

We leave this heavenly vision 
with you, while We entreat God to 
continue lavishing his heavenly fa- 
vors upon you; and We impart to 
you an affectionate and fatherly 
Apostolic Benediction, which We 
also wish to extend to your superi- 
ors, to your parents, who under- 
stood the inestimable gift of your 
priestly vocation, and to all the 
people who have a place in your 
thoughts, and to whom you are al- 
ready devoting the best of your 
apostolate of prayer and sacrifice. 


w“Ht videbunt faciem eius, et nomen eius in frontibus eorum. Et nox ultra non 
erit, et non egebant lumine lucernae, neque lumine solis, quoniam Dominus Deus 
illuminabit illos, et regnabunt in saecula saeculorum.” (Apoc. 22, 4-5.) 

4 “in corde et in labiis vestris ut digne illud annuntietis!” 





The Rosary and This Dangerous Era 


A Letter from Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Micara 


L’ottobre 


EAR CARDINAL, the Octo- 
ber just ahead summons Us 
to thoughts of peace and to 

wise resolutions filled with hope 
and confidence. 


Reasons for sorrow 


The last few months have 
brought pain to Our heart in the 
form of sad echoes of natural dis- 
turbances that have cast a pall of 
gloom over vast areas, which are 
far from Our eyes but very dear to 
anyone with feelings of brother- 
hood for fellow Christians and hu- 
man beings. Even more recently, 
other calamities have struck coun- 
tries that are nearer and more 
familiar to Us. 

Along with this news and in 
keeping with it, additional reports 
continued to pour in through the 
whole year to point up the trials 
and the anxieties that are now the 
constant companions of every hu- 
man being without exception in the 
course of his life. 

But what really makes all man- 
kind sigh is the constant doleful 
threat of insecurity in a world that 
is eagerly seeking true peace be- 
tween men and nations, while it 
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remains disturbed in many ways by 
tragic worries about the immediate 
future and the time beyond. 


A gleam of light 


Now, as October begins, a gleam 
of light is appearing on the horizon 
for souls who believe in God and 
believe that His Son Christ Jesus 
is present in the world to work 
the salvation and redemption of all 
men. The holy and pious vision of 
the blessed Mother of the Savior— 
sancta Maria, Mater Dei, whom the 
Christian people call upon reli- 
giously and confidently in the devo- 
tion of the Rosary —brings to- 
gether the great and the small to 
lift up their minds and hearts as 
one in a way that gains them light 
and strength and peace. 

This prayer—the Holy Rosary— 
is the simplest and easiest one of 
all for the Christian people, and 
Our venerable predecessors have 
enriched it with much praise and 
many blessings. 


Dangerous times 


We are not living under any il- 
lusions. As has often been true be- 
fore in the course of history—for 
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nil sub sole novum'—the period 
that the world is passing through 
now is a very serious one: serious 
and dangerous. At stake are the 
role in history of whole peoples, 
the eternal destiny of every man 
created in the image of God. 

We do not usually lift the veil 
and reveal how the misery in the 
world and the things that threaten 
its ruin wring the heart of one 
who feels it his sacred duty to 
guard and defend domestic, social, 
and religious order. 


Frightening facts 


But the statistics are there, 
frightening in their cold presenta- 
tion of facts that have been sup- 
plied to the public by well-in- 
formed, competent experts: a gen- 
eral contempt for life, an insane 
desire for power and domination; 
a subtle but stubborn introduction 
to a false teaching that uses anti- 
christian theories and an anti- 
christian spirit as the basis for 
deciding what kind of structure to 
give to life in society for the 
masses who are being fed mere 
counterfeits of the truth. 

You understand very well, dear 
Cardinal, what fear for the spirit- 
ual, religious and social order all of 
this is bound to strike into the 
hearts of all those who, like the 
Bishop of Rome and those who 
share in his pastoral cares, must 
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live through this and suffer from 
it, and who, in the eyes of the Lord 
and in the eyes of souls, are obliged 
to be very concerned about it. 


World leaders 


Oh! We have the liveliest inter- 
est in the worthy men and the 
heads of state whom Divine Provi- 
dence—which plans or permits all 
things—has placed in high posi- 
tions over peoples and nations, or 
who bear very serious responsibili- 
ties in national and international 
assemblies. We follow their work 
with all Our heart and fervently 
encourage them and bless them and 
hope that they will dedicate them- 
selves to safeguarding justice and 
liberty. 


A call to prayer 


But above all else, in union with 
the Christian people, We issue an 
invitation to greater fervor in 
praying to the Mother of Jesus and 
our Mother, Maria Auxilium Chris- 
tianorum, et Regina Mundi.? 

How moving the invitation to 
prayer that St. Bernard suggested 
for his own times still is today! 
We mean his words: “Respice stel- 
lam: voca Mariam.” * In hardship, 
in doubt, when Holy Church or 
even the whole social order is 
threatened, always think of Mary: 
Mariam cogita, Mariam invoca.* 

An “Our Father,” a “Hail 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 30, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

Clemente Cardinal Micara is Vicar General of His Holiness for the diocese of 
Rome. While directed especially to Romans, messages such as this are of interest 
to the entire Catholic world. 
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Mary,” and a “Glory be to the 
Father” on our lips; the vision of 
the mysteries of the life of Jesus 
and of His Mother before Our 
eyes; the sigh of a fervent and ex- 
pectant heart. Oh, what a delight 
this blessed Rosary is! Oh, what 
assurance it brings of being heard 
here on earth and in the eternal 
heavens! 


A consoling thought 


Dear Cardinal! We would like to 
extend a confident invitation—first 
of all to the Romans, whom the 
Lord chose to give Us for the clos- 
est object of Our interest and care 
as a bishop. We are consoled in 
particular by the thought of fam- 
ilies where, during the month of 
October, when the labors and cares 
of the day are ended, the hands of 
parents and children, especially the 
innocent little ones, the sick and 
the old, will be fingering the Ro- 
sary beads and lifting up a blessed 
prayer to Heaven. 

In reciting the Rosary, the thing 
that matters is devoutly meditating 
on each of the mysteries as we 
move our lips. Therefore, We are 
sure that Our children and all of 
their brethren throughout the 
world will turn it into a school for 
learning true perfection, as, with a 
deep spirit of recollection, they 
contemplate the teachings that 
shine forth from the life of Christ 
and of Mary Most Holy. 
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The Ecumenical Council 


And so We invite them to pray 
for Our intentions. Everyone 
knows what they are. One of them 
is constantly cropping up in Our 
thoughts and is closely bound up 
with the general welfare of the 
Church: We mean preparation for 
the Ecumenical Council. This 
great event in the life of the 
Church, which is attracting more 
and more attention and interest 
around the world, ought to stir up 
a response not only from the clergy 
and religious and seminarians to 
whom We have directly spoken 
about it recently, but also from the 
hearts of all the faithful whose 
lives share in the convictions and 
work of Holy Church. 

We are filled with joy by the 
thought that this desire of Ours 
will stir up competition in holy 
fervor among Our children in 
Rome, especially in the parishes, 
the religious families, the colleges 
and the hospitals. Please accept 
the consolations of Our Apostolic 
Blessing for yourself, dear Cardi- 
nal, and for the Cardinal Pro-Vicar 
and those working with you, and 
pass it on with your usual kind- 
ness to the clergy and faithful. 

From the Apostolic Palace, Sep- 
tember 28, 1960, the second year 
of Our pontificate. 

PP. JOHN XXIII 


2 “Nothing under the sun is new.” Eccles. 1, 10.—Ed. 
* “Mary, help of Christians and Queen of the world.”—Ed. 


* “Took at the star; call upon Mary.”—Ed. 


*“Think upon Mary, call upon Mary.”—Ed. 











The Contemplative Life in the Church 


An Address of Pope John XXill to a Gathering of Trappists 


Notre joie est grande 


EAR SONS! It brings Us 

great joy to be here in your 

midst on this ‘Monte Cistel- 
lo,” whose name so happily calls to 
mind memories of your splendid 
origins. To speak of Citeaux is to 
speak of St. Bernard; it means 
bringing back to life the ardent 
piety and the joyful austerity of 
your first Fathers. It means mov- 
ing across the centuries that fol- 
lowed them and calling forth the 
immense procession of holy reli- 
gious—turbam magnam quam di- 
numerare nemo poterat 1— who 
. have, from the depths of their mon- 
asteries, spread over the whole of 
Christendom the penetrating per- 
fume of a life completely with- 
drawn from the world and entirely 
consecrated to God: wmbratilem, as 
Pius XI called it, remotamque a 
mundi strepitu dementiisque vi- 
tam.? 


Precious to the church 


The contemplative life! Oh! How 
precious it is in the eyes of God, 
how precious to the Church! As We 
said in Our letter to your beloved 
and venerable Abbot General, it 
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constitutes one of the basic struc- 
tures of Holy Church and has been 
present in all phases of the two 
thousand years of her history, al- 
ways producing solid virtues, al- 
ways rich in a mysterious and 
powerful attraction that draws the 
loftiest and noblest of souls. 


A new oasis 


And it is your happy privilege 
to be the ones who insure that here 
at the center of Christianity, close 
by the ancient Abbey of the Three 
Fountains (which — as We have 
just been reminded — gave a pope 
to the Church: Blessed Eugene 
III), these venerable, centuries-old 
traditions will be carried on! Here 
at the gates of this vast city that is 
constantly stirring with the goings 
and comings of countless pilgrims, 
We see rising a new oasis of silence 
and of prayer: the Generalate and 
the International Study-House of 
the Order of Reformed Cister- 
cians! We are delighted to be able 
to stop here with you for an instant, 
dear sons, and breathe this atmos- 
phere of peace and of recollection 
that is so characteristic of Trappist 
monasteries: a permanent invita- 
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tion to lift up the soul to God; a 
silent reminder of the basic re- 
quirements of the spiritual life: 
prayer, contemplation, silence, la- 
bor, sacrifice. Beati qui habitant in 
domo tua, Domine! Melior est dies 
una in atriis tuis super millia! * 


At the center of the Church 


And if your glance should turn 
toward the city from the heights 
of this “Monte Cistello,” you will see 
in the distance on the horizon the 
cupola of the Basilica of St. Peter 
and, much closer, the campanile of 
St. Paul Outside the Walls: a re- 
minder of the origins of the 
Church, of the places that have 
been made sacred and precious for- 
ever by the martyrdom of the two 
great Apostles. O Felix Roma, quae 
tantorum Principum es purpurata 
pretioso sanguine! * Thus you are at 
the gates of Rome and at the same 
time at the center of the Church: 
shut off from the noises of the 
crowded city, and yet piously atten- 
tive to the sound of the heart beats 
of the mystical Bride of Christ. 

What a subject for meditation, 
dear sons! At Rome, at the feet of 
the Chair of Peter, the central gov- 
ernment of an order whose pres- 
ence spreads peace and does good 
everywhere in the world; and in 
the shadow of this hospitable home, 
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an élite group of young levites who 
will move on the morrow to the 
“Trappes” scattered all over the 
earth, to strengthen their younger 
and less favored brethren in their 
holy vocation. A reason for you to 
be proud. And—permit Us to say 
so—a reason for joy and sweet con- 
solation for the Head of the visible 
Church, too, as He follows in the 
footsteps of his predecessors and 
humbly professes the greatest ad- 
miration and respect for your way 
of life. It is a way of intimate union 
with God through love, the full 
value of which was proclaimed by 
Pius XI at the time of the canoniza- 
tion of a Carmelite, Blessed Ther- 
ese Marguerite Redi: “To tell the 
truth,” he said, “these very pure 
and very elevated souls are the ones 
who, through their suffering, their 
love and their prayer, silently carry 
on the most universal and most 
fruitful apostolate in the Church.” ® 


Mary and Martha 


Here you have a guarantee of the 
value and importance to be at- 
tached to the contemplative life, in 
the eyes of the Church. There are 
others who follow the example of 
Martha and devote themselves to 
the external tasks of the ministry. 
But it is Mary who receives an as- 
surance from the lips of the Savior 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 22, 1960. French text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father visited the Trappist Monastery of “Tre Fontane” on the outskirts 
of Rome, where he gave this address to an international gathering of 250 Trappist 
monks. The audience included young Trappist students from the newly constructed 


international college of their order. 
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Himself that she has chosen the 
better part. That part is yours. 
And so, dear sons, fidelity to the 
Rule, fidelity to the venerable and 
holy traditions of the Order. And 
among them, We are pleased to 
mention that beautiful union of 
charity that makes all the Trap- 
pists of the world one big family, a 
family that pays no attention to 
territorial boundaries or divisions 
into provinces and nations. May 
this new building be, from now on, 
the center and in a sense the living 
symbol of this fraternal union: 
Ecce quam bonum et quam jucun- 
dum habitare fratres in unum! 


The Ecumenical Council 


The holy psalmody will now rise 
up to God from this sanctuary, the 
Opus Dei, the official prayer of the 
Church will gradually unfold here. 
May We tell you in confidence in 
the name of this divine Church of 
Christ how much We are counting, 
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here on the eve of the Ecumenical 
Council, on the prayer of contem- 
platives who are withdrawn from 
all exterior concern and thus are 
able to devote themselves entirely 
to this blessed role of intercessors 
with God. 

Dear Sons! In conclusion, We en- 
trust all the feelings that today’s 
visit has stirred up in Our heart, 
all Our fatherly wishes for you 
and for all those whom you repre- 
sent in Our eyes to the Queen of 
Citeaux, the Blessed Virgin, so 
wonderfully praised by your great 
St. Bernard and to whom there rise 
each evening, from amid the silence 
of your monasteries, the virile and 
moving tones of the Cistercian 
Salve Regina. May she be your 
maternal protectress here, every- 
where, always! Sedes Sapientiae, 
Mater Divinae gratiae, Mater 
Christi ora pro eis, nunc et semper. 
Amen. 


*“A great multitude which no man could number.” (Apoc. 7, 9)—Ed 
*“A retired life, removed from the noise and madness of the world.” The Apostolic 
Constitution, Umbritalem, of July 8, 1924, in AAS 16 on 385.—Ed. 


*“Blessed are they who dwell in thy house, O Lord. 


. one day in-thy courts is 


better than a thousand others.” Ps. 83, 5 and 11. 
*“Oh happy Rome, empurpled with the precious blood of so many noble men!” 
Vatican Breviary, Hymn for First Vespers of Saints Peter and Paul.—Ed. 


5° AAS 26 (1934) 106. 


*“Behold, how good and how pleasing it is for brothers to dwell in unity.” (Ps. 


132, 1)—Ed. 


T eSeat of Wisdom, Mother of Divine Grace, Mother of Christ, pray for them, now 


nd forever. Amen.’ *_kd 











Toward the Ecumenical Council 


An Address of Pope John XxXIll to the Preparatory Commissions 
for the Second Vatican Council 


Ad aprire questo 


ENERABLE brethren, be- 

loved sons. This solemn and 

imposing gathering marks the 
beginning of a holy vigil of intense 
and undisturbed labor in behalf of 
the Second Ecumenical Council of 
the Vatican, and the well known 
words of the bishop’s prayer—Sit 
nomen Domini benedictum:Adju- 
torium nostrum in nomine Domi- 
nit—are perfectly suited to open 
it. 

Invoking and blessing the name 
and the help of the Lord: what 
could be more consoling or more 
moving? 

With this happiest of omens, We 
are delighted to join you today in 
a friendly and familiar conversa- 
tion that will add new light and 
zeal to all that each of us already 
bears in his heart and mind. 

These human efforts, which have 
been undertaken in the light of 
heavenly grace, will move forward 
step by step, to the extent that each 
of us cooperates, and contributes 
his own acceptance of his respon- 
sibility, his own good will, and his 
own holy energy. 
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There is an uncertainty, you 
might even say a sacred commo- 
tion, that goes with starting some- 
thing new, and this in itself is an 
exercise in humility, but, as they 
say, all this is soon transformed in- 
to a courageous feeling of confi- 
dence, as each new ray of light 
makes the horizon grow brighter 
and brighter and gradually reveals 
the Lord’s hand intervening to en- 
lighten and encourage us to move 
ahead corde magno et animo vo- 
lenti.? 


Pondering the past 


This council of Ours is not 
named after Jerusalem or Nicea. 
But it is only natural for the soul 
of the humble present-day succes- 
sor of St. Peter and of Pope Syl- 
vester, on fire as it is with plans 
for this great undertaking, to ap- 
ply itself, among other things, to 
pondering first of all over the his- 
torical unfolding of those twenty 
events of similar or vaster propor- 
tions that have followed one upon 
the other over the course of two 
thousand years to signalize the spe- 
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cial pastoral interest and care of 
the Church—to pondering, We say, 
over the special circumstances and 
serious situations that went with 
the celebration of these memorable 
meetings, and over the difficulties 
and contradictions that were posed 
by the course of events in different 
periods, some of which were even 
stormier and more difficult than 
Our own. It is to this priceless 
work of historical erudition in par- 
ticular that We would like to invite 
all those who have received the spe- 
cial, lofty mission of making a 
more direct and immediate contri- 
bution to this Second Vatican 
Council. 


Records of the councils 


We have the principal monumen- 
tal collections of the councils at 
Our disposal: the Romana com- 
piled at the direction of Paul V; 
the Regia of Paris; and Mansi’s 
Amplissima Collectio, which the 
distinguished Archbishop of Lucca 
carried through to more than 
thirty volumes and which later 
reached a total of sixty under the 
direction of Petit and Martin; not 
to mention many other valuable 
publications of great importance in 
many languages. 
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What a treasure house of doc- 
trine and of history, beset, unfortu- 
nately, with difficulties and contra- 
dictions, and yet always crowned 
with glorious successes! 


On the threshold 


Venerable brethren and beloved 
sons, We bless the Lord as We 
weigh the first impressions that the 
mere announcement of the Coun- 
cil has made in the whole world, for 
there are many reasons that per- 
mit Us and practically compel Us 
to enjoy a foretaste of the vision of 
the changeless, ever thriving youth 
of this masterpiece of the redeem- 
ing action of Christ—the Catholic 
Church quam acquisivit sanguine 
suo. 

There is something else that 
ought to be stressed as we stand 
here on the threshold of the vast 
work that faces Us and that We 
intend to present to the whole 
world as soon as possible. 


Occasions for past councils 


The ecumenical councils of the 
past for the most part furnished 
the answer to a need for exactness 
in doctrine, and dealt with various 
important matters that had to do 
with the lex credendi* because 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 14-15, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father delivered this address to some five hundred members and con- 
sultors of the preparatory commissions and secretariats for the Second Vatican 
Council. They had assembled in St. Peter’s Basilica to receive instructions from the 
Supreme Pontiff before beginning the second stage of preparation for the coming 
council. The first stage was completed earlier in the year by the “antepreparatory” 


commission. 
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heresies and errors were attempt- 
ing to imbed themselves in the an- 
cient Church in the East and in 
the West. 

At Nicea, the matter for discus- 
sion was the Divinity of the divine 
Word made man for the salvation 
of the human race: involved was 
the error of Arius. At Ephesus, the 
great concern was the unity of the 
person of the Word in the two na- 
tures and the divine maternity of 
Mary, the Theotokos. At Chalce- 
don, there were more discussions 
and disputes over the distinction 
between these two natures. In the 
sixteenth century, the basic struc- 
ture of the Church had been seri- 
ously called into question, and 
Trent had to and was able to put 
faith, worship, sacraments, and 
discipline back on their ancient 
bases. Everything was put back 
on a solid foundation and into 
the clearest possible light. Last 
of all, the First Vatican Council, 
in the short time that it had, took 
a new and vigorous look at the 
divine constitution of the Church, 
with special reference to the infal- 
libility of the Roman Pontiff in 
rebus fidei et morum.5 

The occasions for assembling the 
other fifteen ecumenical councils, 
besides the five just named, were 
furnished by a variety of circum- 
stances and to some degree, it is 
true, by concern for safeguard- 
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ing the purity of the Church’s 
teaching, but also by an interest 
in reassuring and directing con- 
sciences that had been upset by 
events of a religious and _ politi- 
cal nature in different countries 
and different sets of circumstances. 
However, even these latter mat- 
ters almost always had some ref- 
erence to the supreme tasks of 
the magisterium of the Church, 
and to the achievement and preser- 
vation of order, balance, and peace 
in society. 


The modern period 


In the modern period the face of 
the world has changed profoundly 
and it is hard for it to keep its 
balance between the attractions 
and the perils of a constant and al- 
most exclusive pursuit of material 
goods, and in the midst of a total 
neglect or watering down of the 
supernatural, spiritual principles 
that characterized. the implanting 
and spread of Christian civilization 
through the centuries. In this mod- 
ern period, the question is not so 
much one of some particular point 
or other of doctrine or of discipline 
that has to be brought back to the 
pure fonts of Revelation and of 
tradition, as it is of restoring the 
substance of humane and Christian 
thinking and living (for which the 
Church has served as custodian 
and teacher through the centuries) 


*“May the name of the Lord be blessed; our help is in the name of the Lord.” 
(Introductory verses to a bishop’s blessing.) 


2 «6 


with a generous heart and a willing spirit” 


* “which he has acquired by his blood” (Cf. Acts 20, 28) 


‘“law governing belief, creed’”’ 


6 tes 


in matters of faith and morals” 
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to full force and to its proper splen- 
dor. 

On the other hand, it is certainly 
important and even obligatory for 
us to deplore the errors and faults 
of a human spirit that is being 
tempted and pushed in the direc- 
tion of concentrating completely on 
enjoyment of the earthly goods 
that modern scientific research 
now puts within the easy grasp of 
the man of our age. But may God 
keep us from exaggerating the ex- 
tent of this to the point of making 
ourselves believe that God’s heav- 
ens have now closed over our heads 
once and for all, that, as a matter of 
fact, tenebrae factae sint super 
universam terram,® and that there 
is nothing left for us to do but shed 
tears as we plod along our difficult 
path. 

Instead, we must take courage. 


Membership in the Church 


No, Christ, the Son of God and 
Our Savior, has not departed from 
the world that He redeemed; and 
the Church that He founded, one, 
holy, catholic, and apostolic, re- 
mains forever His mystical body, 
with Him as its head, and each of 
us who believe is closely related to 
it, each of us belongs to it. This is 
the important point that every bap- 
tized person must keep in mind: 
belonging to the Church of Christ 
is not just something of an indi- 
vidual nature for each person but 


® “Tarkness has covered the whole earth.” 


it has an eminently social nature 
for everybody. This is the meaning 
of the name homo catholicus, orbis 
catholicus, Ecclesia Catholica *~— 
saying, in effect, that in Christ 
Jesus, in the Church of Jesus, 
each and every one of us really 
belongs to the same family, we are 
all sons and brothers: quos (Pater) 
praescivit et praedestinavit con- 
formes fieri imaginis Filii sui, ut 
sit ipse primogenitus in multis 
fratribus.8 

Hence each of the faithful be- 
longs to the whole entire catholic- 
ity, and this is true of every priest 
and of every bishop as well, with 
proper distinction of their func- 
tions being made; and all of this is 
in keeping with the divine struc- 
ture and unity that Jesus, the Fi- 
lius Dei fundator Ecclesiae,® im- 
pressed upon the institution He 
had made for all times and all 
peoples. 


St. Paul on the Church 


Venerable brethren and beloved 
sons, you understand that this 
simple notion is the same one pre- 
sented in the words of unity, of 
charity, and of most lofty virtues, 
the carismata meliora™ that St. 
Paul hastens to set forth in his let- 
ter to the Corinthians for the en- 
couragement and edification of 
everyone," 

Oh, what lofty and moving 
heights are touched by the incom- 


7 “catholic man, catholic world, Catholic Church” 
® “All those who from the first were known to him (the Father), he has destined 
from the first to be molded into the image of his son, who is thus to become the eldest 


born among many brethren.” (Rom. 8, 29) 
® “Son of God, founder of the Church” 
10 “sreater charisms” 
17 Cor. 12 and 13. 
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parable Apostle of the Gentiles in 
these pages that correspond to the 
longing expressed in the “unum 
sint” 12 that was uttered on the 
tragic eve of the Divine Passion, 
and that still echoes down from out 
of the depths of that age over the 
countless groups that find them- 
selves separated from Catholic 
unity, yet longing to return to the 
footsteps of the authentic funda- 
mentum Apostolorum et prophe- 
tarum, ipso summo angulari lapide 
Christo Jesu: in quo omnis aedifi- 
catio constructa crescit in templum 
sanctum Domino."8 


Beginnings 


Beloved sons: all that We have 
chosen to touch upon (even though 
it may have been lightly) up to 
now in this talk of Ours serves as 
an introduction for some indica- 
tions of the lines of procedure to 
be followed in practice in carrying 
out the work that is to begin today : 
this applies both to the Central 
Commission — the highest one — 
which is to be presided over by the 
Pope himself, and to the coordina- 
tion of the other commissions or 
working sections that will bear the 
heaviest part of the great burden 
to which each of you has been sum- 
moned from far-off horizons, in the 
spirit of peaceful cooperation and 
ardent zeal. 

Beloved sons. When We pub- 
lished the Motu Proprio “Superno 


2 «That they may be one.” : ; 
% “ Anostles and prophets are the foundation on which you were built, and the chief 


cornerstone of it is Jesus Christ himself. In 
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Dei nutw’ at Pentecost of this 
year,'* it brought Us great conso- 
lation to perceive how swiftly and 
in how many different ways reli- 
gious fervor spread, and We could, 
in a sense, already foresee in this 
the edifying surge of spiritual en- 
ergy and enthusiasm that would 
push through to joyful and happy 
accomplishment Our good plans 
and proposals for a council. Now, 
just a few months later, here you 
are before Us in reply to Our invi- 
tation, standing in noble ranks 
under the arches of the greatest 
temple in Christendom as if to say 
to Us: Adsumus, ecce tibi. 

Oh! welcome: and may you be 
blessed. 


The antepreparatory phase 


We have some information to 
pass on right now that will please 
you very much. Already the ante- 
preparatory phase has succeeded 
in bringing together and making 
available valuable material in the 
way of study and investigation. 
Bishops, prelates, Roman congre- 
gations and universities have ex- 
pressed their wishes with regard to 
the various problems demanding 
an immediate solution and they 
have done so calmly, with reasons 
added and in a persuasive fashion. 
These first replies are now being 
printed in a first edition that has 
already reached five volumes: and 





him the whole fabric is bound together, 


as it grows into a temple dedicated to the Lord.” (Eph. 2, 20) 
“The apostolic letter establishing the preparatory commissions for the Second 
Vatican Council. An English translation appears in TPS (Summer 1960) v. 6, no. 8, 


240-2438. 
1% “Here we are and at your service.” 
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We expect that as many more will 
appear a little after Christmas. 
Out of this rich mine, the sub- 
jects that seemed to be particu- 
larly deserving of attention in spe- 
cial discussions were chosen. Now 
they will be entrusted to your ex- 
pert consideration, beloved sons, so 
that you can touch upon them and 
go more deeply into any others that 
it might seem wise or necessary to 
propose or to get started on. 


Start of the preparatory phase 


The first reports coming from 
the commissions and secretariats 
assure Us that they too, under the 
wise and prudent guidance of their 
individual presidents, are all ready 
for their task and that they will 
pay particular attention to the de- 
sires and proposals of the bishops, 
the venerable fathers of Our noble 
assembly. 

What a wonderful work this is 
going to be, beloved brethren and 
sons of Ours! 

Just thinking of it makes your 
spirit leap with joy and thank the 
‘Lord for all that Holy Church will 
gain by way of spiritual beauty and 
splendor in the eyes of the world 


and all that this will do for its edi- 


fication and encouragement. 
Necessary qualities 


It is only natural for the prepa- 
ratory studies to require a good 
deal of time, patience, and perseve- 
rance in the work, and the practice 
of a charity that is made beautiful 


16 “oreater charisms” 
17 “love of silence” 
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by the carismata meliora * men- 
tioned by St. Paul in Chapter 13 of 
his first letter to the Corinthians, 
as We have already said. The ex- 
perience that is closer to Our own 
times, gained from Trent and the 
First Vatican, will give the right 
direction and serve as a proper 
check for proposals, discussions, 
and conclusions. 

It is also only natural for amor 
silentii,’? a sense of proportion, and 
mutual respect to be specially 
prized qualities in these studies 
and meetings. Everything in the 
Council should involve a great re- 
serve and everyone taking part 
should keep to his place. The fact 
that the first reports that were cir- 
culated in the world at large should 
have stirred up attention and re- 
spect even extra saepta Ecclesiae 
Catholicae ** on the part of sepa- 
rated brethren is especially consol- 
ing to Us, and it furnished Us with 
a foretaste of the joy of the unity 
of all believers in Christ—in His 
longing and in His very own prayer 
to His Father: Ut unum sint, ut 
sanctifices eos in veritate.’ 


Separated brethren and 
the scope of the Council 


But the Council, as everyone now 
knows and as has been announced 
repeatedly, has limits of its own, 
like a civitas in monte,” and it will 
devote itself exclusively in the be- 
ginning to matters that have to do 
with our mother, the Catholic 


38 “heyond the bounds of the Catholic Church” 
1° “That they may be one; that you may sanctify them in truth.” (John 17, 19) 


2 “city set on a mountain” 
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Church, and its present internal 
organization. 

Spiritus Domini replevit orbem 
terrarum, et hoc quod continet om- 
nia scientiam habet vocis.21 These 
magnificent words from the first 
chapter of the Book of Wisdom are, 
like the whole of that book. stupen- 
dous and very moving. With re- 
gard to those who do not share Our 
full profession of the Catholic 
faith, and yet honestly and sincere- 
ly desire information on the work 
of the Council, We hope that they 
will not feel it impolite or suffer 
any inconvenience if We ask them 
to wait until the Fathers and qual- 
ified consultors who have been as- 
signed to the individual commis- 
sions have completed their work 
and everything is set and properly 
prepared for loftier contacts: in- 
tellect, heart, and vision of the su- 
pernatural upon which the Spiritus 
Domini? can settle to the glory 
and love of Christ Jesus who has 
founded His Church holy and glori- 
ous. 

Besides, it is well known that We 
have rounded out the official frame- 
work of the ten commissions 
among whom the work of the Coun- 
cil has been divided by providing 
for the institution of a special sec- 
retariat, among others, that can 
reply to matters referred to it by 
all of our brothers (who deserve 
every respect even though they are 
separated—as it is said) who may 
want to follow the work of the 
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Council in the light of truth and 
with a measure of wisdom and of 
friendly discretion. 


Words of encouragement 


Venerable brethren and beloved 
sons. We want to add a few more 
words to this friendly conversation 
of Ours in the hope that they may 
lift up our minds to a courageous 
confidence and to a holy competi- 
tion in Christian and priestly vir- 
tues—something that the whole 
people will inevitably behold with 
edification and benefit, to the joy 
and peace of the whole world. 

The celebrating of a council of 
the Catholic Church takes in the 
study of a whole series of matters 
that have to do not only with indi- 
vidual and family affairs, but also 
with the order of all nations, upon 
which the very hinges of human 
life in society rest. 

From the ten commandments of 
Moses to the four Gospels, every- 
thing takes its vigor and force 
from Christ and His Church, at the 
center of which the blessed Jésus 
still stands in the act of repeating 
His great words: Ego sum lux 
mundi. Ego sum via, veritas et 
vita.*2 And the divine seal is put 
upon them and upon what they 
stand for by the closing words of 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, Ecce: 
ego vobiscum sum omnibus diebus 
usque ad consummationem sae- 
culi.24 


“= “The spirit of the Lord has filled the earth and that which contains all things has 
knowledge of the voice.” 
* “spirit of the Lord” 
* “T am the light of the world. I am the way, the truth, and the life.” (John 8, 12; 


u “Behold, I am with you all days, even to the consummation of the world.” (Matt. 


28, 20) 
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False prophets 


Beloved sons! During the last 
few months, in the course of going 
back over several selections from 
the abundant literature dealing 
with the last ecumenical council, 
the First Vatican, that was cele- 
brated by Our predecessor of ven- 
erated memory Pius IX in 1869- 
1870, We happened to come across 
a public address in print that had 
been composed by one of the 
most popular demagogues of that 
period when anti-Roman feeling 
was very bitter. It was dedicated 
with irony and bad taste to the 
bishops who would come to the Va- 
tican from all over the world, and 
it compared them with the ancient 
bishops of the Orient who convened 
at the first council in Nicea in 325. 

“You have come to the new and 
final council at Rome. The first one 
—at Nicea—was a solemn, vene- 
rable baptism of triumph and of 
orderly unity to the religion that 
the times wanted. This final one, 
yours, will, whether you like it or 
not, testify to the enormous fact 
that a religion is dying and so an- 
other one will inevitably be rising 
in the not too distant future.’’.*5 

These were the exact words of 
the challenge and of the prophecy. 

Now, at the distance of a cen- 
tury, we can see just how insane 
they were, and how much attention 
is really deserved by these prophets 
of Baal—and there are always a 


few of them—qui viderunt tibi 


falsa et stulta.2* So iet them talk: 


it will serve as an exercise in vigi- 
lance and patience for us, ut repor- 
temus promissionem.2?, We remain 
faithful to the words of Christ, the 
final words with which Matthew 
closes his Gospel: words that in- 
sure the victory of the Church of 
Jesus, of our Church, down to the 
end of time. 


A consecration of energies 


Today’s meeting of representa- 
tives from all over the world is still 
not the beginning of the new Coun- 
cil; rather, it is the beginning of 
the vast final preparation and, in 
a sense, the consecration of our 
energies to its success, to the 
achievement of understandings, to 
the initiation of studies and dis- 
cussions, that will be helpful to 
sound dotcrine and to life. 

Do you not have the impression 
that a voice from out of the dis- 
tance is coming back to our ears 
and our hearts—Surge, illuminare, 
Jerusalem, quia venit lumen tuum, 
et gloria Domini super te orta 
est??8 Isaiah of old offers us the 
notes for a first triumphal hymn 
that gathers together all the echoes 
of melodious fervor that rise up ex 
omnibus linguis, et tribubus et 
populis.?® 


Aims and implications 


We would like to repeat that We 
are expecting really great things 


* From Scritti editi ed inediti x om ., LXXXVI; Politica, XXVIII, Imola, Coopera- 
tiva Tip., ed. P. Galeati (1940) p 
6 “who have seen false and And»: things for you” (Cf. Lam. 2, 14) 

7 “so that we may carry off the promised (reward)” 
* “Arise, be enlightened, O — for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee.” (Isa. 60, 1 
% “from ail tongues and tribes and peoples” 
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from this Council, which aims at 
bringing back a greater vigor to 
faith, to doctrine, to Church disci- 
pline, and to religious and spiri- 
tual life. Furthermore, it aims at 
making a great contribution to- 
ward a reaffirmation of the prin- 
ciples of Christian law that serve 
as the basis and the framework for 
the developments of civil, econom- 
ic, political, and social life as well. 
The law of the Gospel must reach 
the point where it takes in and 
penetrates everything, even the 
things that come to us de rore caeli 
et de pinguedine terrae.®® Yes: 
reach even that point, and this im- 
plies a high-minded, sincere and 
conscientious participation on the 
part of all elements that make up 
the social order—priesthood and 
laity; constituted authorities; in- 
tellectual activities ; labor—a social 
order completely gripped by a con- 
cern for a perfect fusion of the re- 
lationships between heaven and 
earth: between the present life 
with its uncertainties and dangers 
and the future life that will be eter- 
nally happy in direct proportion to 
the way we cooperate as human be- 
ings and as Christians with the 
Lord’s gifts of grace and of mercy. 


Sursum corda 


Venerable brethren, beloved 
sons. The labors of the Council 
have now been entrusted to your 
competent hands and to the good 
and wise ideas that inspire each of 
you; in the serene and tranquil joy 
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of this fine beginning, please accept 
the “sursum corda” *1 that we want 
to direct to all of you together and 
to each of you in particular who is 
here in person or in spirit: the car- 
dinals, the close and highly-valued 
collaborators of the humble Su- 
preme Pontiff, episcopus Ecclesiae 
Romanae ** and Pastor of the Uni- 
versal Church; the patriarchs, 
archbishops, bishops of all Chris- 
tianity spread through various 
rites and in various regions of the 
whole world; the abbots, members 
of the secular and regular clergy of 
every degree, and all those in the 
ecclesiastical ranks who were 
called in partem sollicitudinis,* 
and belong to the corpus uni- 
versalis Ecclesiae,?* to make their 
own special contribution of prayer, 
advice, and activity to the great 
event, to which the Providence of 
the Lord has invited us or with 
which it has put us in a position 
to cooperate. 


An unusual response 


Since the first announcement 
was made of the Second Vatican 
Council, the Christian world has 
noticed a current of spirituality 
touching souls and meeting an un- 
usual response. 

In sincere souls, this response 
has taken on the tone of a trusting 
prayer that is music to the ear and 
to the heart: the voices of inno- 
cent ones, voices of consecrated 
souls, voices of the suffering, ris- 
ing up from all points of the globe. 


8° “frq9m Heaven’s dew and from the earth’s richness” (Gen. 27, 28) 


*. “lift up your hearts” 

* “bishop of the Roman Church” 
“by reason of care and interest” 

* “body of the universal Church” 
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Prayers for the Pope 


In the first years of the Church’s 
history, the first Pope, Peter, hap- 
pened to become the object of per- 
secution and to be deprived of his 
liberty and shut up in jail. The 
Book of “Acts” tells us in very 
moving terms how the whole 
Church began to pray for him sine 
intermissione.*> For twenty cen- 
turies, that prayer for the Head of 
the Catholic Church has been going 
on: and you can understand what 
a feeling of strength and of spiri- 
tual security and tranquillity it 
brings the Pope to feel this kind 
of support from His venerable 
Brethren and beloved children 
scattered throughout the whole 
world. This feeling keeps him in 
constant touch with the Sancta 
Ecclesia universalis,* with his 
prayers corresponding to hers, his 
sufferings to hers. 

Our Lord’s good Providence has 
seen to it that the Bishop of Rome, 
who has for centuries been saluted 
as His Vicar on earth, now enjoys 
a personal liberty that permits him 
to carry on his sacred spiritual 
ministry just as the first Pontiff, 
Peter, was able to do once he was 
freed from Herod’s prison. 


Persecuted Christians 


But there is one great affliction 
that the Pope suffers and that he 
always has at heart: the recollec- 
tion of a number, of too many of 
his beloved brethren in the hier- 
archy, of wonderful priests and 
fervent faithful who here and 


% “without interruption” 
%* “Holy universal Church” 
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there in various parts of the world 
are being deprived of human and 
religious liberty and sometimes of 
physical and moral liberty, even to 
the point of suffering restrictions 
that might be compared to those 
undergone by the first heroes and 
martyrs of Christianity. 

We know what living with 
Christ, with His Gospel, with His 
Cross means and We know what 
We can expect from the enemies of 
Christ and of Christian civiliza- 
tion. All the more does this make 
Us feel the affliction of Our 
brothers who are still suffering in 
tribulation, and it spurs Us on to 
hasten the coming of truth, justice, 
liberty and peace for all of them 
and for the whole world. 

May the memory of the Church 
that has become a sign of persecu- 
tion always accompany the fervent 
and meditative labor of immediate 
preparation for the Ecumenical 
Council, and the careful and valu- 
able contribution of those who 
make up the ten commissions and 
the secretariats that are now 
about to devote themselves to the 
great task set for each of them. 
And may this lead to renewed ef- 
forts to provide the prayers, the 
labors, and the merits that will as- 
sure the success of the holy under- 
taking that Providence is entrust- 
ing to Us and assure the reward 
of the present and the eternal life 
in Christ Jesus, glorious and im- 
mortal King of all ages and peoples. 
Amen. 


ee 





Problems of Heredity 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the 
International Society for Blood Transfusion 


Le Congrés 


HE International Congress on 

Blood Transfusion, convened 

by the international associa- 
tion of the same name, gives Us the 
pleasure of receiving you, gentle- 
men, and learning of your activi- 
ties. 

After your meeting, the Seventh 
International Congress of Hema- 
tology will be held. We are aware 
of the increasing importance in 
contemporary society of problems 
concerning blood and the signifi- 
cance which will be attached to the 
conclusions and the resolutions 
which you will adopt. We are also 
happy to show you Our esteem and 
to welcome you cordially. 

Furthermore, the seriousness of 
the questions involved attracts Our 
attention. The Church, as you are 
aware, does not remain indifferent 
whenever there are at issue prob- 
lems involving human destiny, 
whether individual or social, tem- 
poral or eternal. Nor does she re- 
main apart whenever she can, by 
her presence or opportune inter- 
vention, accomplish a great good or 
fend off a grave great evil. 


September 5, 1958 


Importance of blood 


Hematology, the science of blood 
and of its diseases, involves biology, 
physiology, and medicine to the 
greatest degree. Blood is, in fact, 
in a certain sense, the center where 
the exchanges of organic life take 
place. It carries to all the cells the 
oxygen and other elements which 
assure their nourishment and the 
elimination of their waste. 

Blood was long regarded as in- 
timately bound up with life itself, 
which seemed to pour out with it 
through open wounds. Even to- 
day the expression “to shed his 
blood” means that a man has sac- 
rificed his life for a cause which 
he believes worthy of this supreme 
offering. At times, this sacrifice is 
identified with the highest ideals 
that humanity can propose to itself. 


This talk a preparation 


Since the participants in the com- 
ing hematological congress have 
asked Us to speak of certain moral 
questions which come under the do- 
main of genetics of the blood, We 
intend now to take up general as- 
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pects of these problems and thus 
pave the way for the answer We 
shall give them. Therefore, We 
shall discuss here some of the bio- 
logical aspects of the genetics of 
the blood and the problems to 
which they give rise. 


I 


SoME MEDICO-BIOLOGICAL ASPECTS 
OF THE GENETICS OF THE BLOOD 


We have already had the oppor- 
tunity to speak of the mechanism 
of heredity in Our address of Sep- 
tember 7, 1953, to the first Inter- 
national Symposium on Medical 
Genetics (Discorsi e Radiomes- 
saggi, 15, p. 253 ff.) and to an- 
nounce then important principles 
applicable to the scientific findings 
of genetics in its relation to moral 
and religious questions. At any 
rate, in order to make clear the 
subsequent development of Our 
thoughts, We must mention some 
recent discoveries of which you 
have kindly informed Us. 


Blood groups 


It is generally known today that 
the red blood corpuscles have spe- 
cific characteristics and that the hu- 
man race may be divided into four 
blood groups (A-B-O-AB). If “an- 
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tigen’ is understood as the ability 
to provoke in an organism the for- 
mation of substances called “anti- 
bodies” which may unite with anti- 
gen and bring on the agglutina- 
tion and eventual destruction of the 
red corpuscles, one can explain the 
existence of the four groups in the 
following manner : 

Groups A and B each possess one 
antigen but not a corresponding 
antibody; instead, each possesses 
the antibody of the antigen of the 
other group. The AB group pos- 
sesses two antigens but no anti- 
body of the system. The O group 
does not possess any antigen but it 
does possess the two antibodies. 


Rhesus factor 


During recent decades the dis- 
covery of other systems has intro- 
duced a considerable complexity in 
the exact determination of the 
types of human blood. But what 
interests Us mostly is the discovery 
of the “Rhesus” factor which en- 
lightens us on the pathogenesis of 
a hemolytic illness of the newly 
born which until recently has not 
been known. 

A mother who is “Rh negative” 
will produce antibodies against “Rh 
positive” corpuscles and if the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 10, 1958. French text. Translation 
by TPS staff, based in part on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


This talk was delivered at Castelgandolfo by the late Pope Pius XIl to a group of 
blood specialists who were meeting in Rome, preliminary to the Seventh International 
Congress on Hematology. The address was, in a sense, a preface to, and should be 
read in conjunction with, the remarks made to that congress a few days later. This 
second discourse follows directly after in this issue of The Pope Speaks, under the title 


“Morality and Eugenics.” 
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child she carries is “Rh positive,” 
this may cause it damage. 

Since blood groups are inherited 
according to the mechanism of 
heredity, following essentially the 
Mendelian law, it is evident that 
to have an “Rh positive” child, the 
mother must have an “Rh positive” 
husband. If he is the son of parents 
one of whom is “Rh positive” and 
the other of whom is “Rh nega- 
tive,” there will be a 50% proba- 
bility of having “Rh positive” chil- 
dren. But if the parents are both 
“Rh positive,” all the children will 
also be “Rh positive.” When an 
“Rh negative” woman marries an 
“Rh positive” man, she finds her- 
self in what is called the “Rh situ- 
ation,” and in some potential dan- 
ger of having sickly children. 

Side by side with morbid hered- 
ity, it is well to consider heredity 
that has beneficial results. Medical 
science is mainly concerned with 
those consequences of heredity that 
are harmful and it is understand- 
able that it is these consequences 
which are most strongly stressed. 
But actually, there are many ex- 
amples of very gifted families in 
which remarkable physical and 
psychological qualities have been 
transmitted from one generation to 
another. 


Two Mediterranean problems 


We would like to point out once 
again a particular case because of 
the importance it has in the Medi- 
terranean area. We refer to two 
illnesses that are regarded as dis- 
tinct, from the clinical standpoint, 
but are characterized by similar 
alterations of the blood system. 

The first of these illnesses affects 
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certain portions of the Italian pop- 
ulation, areas settled by a Greek 
population, and areas of the Medi- 
terranean basin where Phoenician 
colonization left its mark. 

A child is born apparently nor- 
mal, but the doctor already notes 
in him the signs of an illness which 
will lead more or less rapidly to 
death, usually before his tenth year. 
His development will be notably re- 
tarded, his color pale, and he will 
have a protruding abdomen which 
denotes an enormous enlargement 
of the spleen, which often almost 
completely fills the abdominal cav- 
ity. The most careful therapy can 
only prolong a life of suffering and 
discomfort, and in spite of innum- 
erable blood transfusions which 
represent a very heavy expense for 
the family, the fatal outcome is in- 
evitable. 

At the same time that Cooley 
and Lee were succeeding in diag- 
nosing the exact nature of this 
sickness among the descendants of 
Italians who had emigrated to the 
United States, Rietti, Greppi, and 
Micheli of Italy described a sick- 
ness that seemed to be entirely dif- 
ferent. Among adults leading an 
apparently normal life symptoms 
showed up which were interpreted 
as shortening the life span of the 
red blood corpuscles. In addition 
there were morphological changes 
of a congenital nature, affecting the 
basic form and structure of the 
corpuscles as well as the hemoglo- 
bin they contained. 

These clinical forms of the sick- 
ness are today considered varieties 
of a group called “Mediterranean 
hematological disorders.” Ameri- 
can, Italian, and Greek research- 
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ers have demonstrated that the 
changes resulting from the serious 
and mortal sickness of children, as 
Cooley has described it, resembled 
those of the sickness described by 
Rietti, Greppi, and Micheli and 
forms similar to it. Therefore, they 
came to the conclusion that the sick 
children had been begotten by two 
carriers of the Mediterranean hem- 
atological disease. 

The thing that must be empha- 
sized here is that individuals who 
believe themselves to be perfectly 
healthy can, by their union, bring 
about predictable family tragedy. 


Il 


PROBLEMS OF THE GENETICS 
OF THE BLOOD 


The unfortunate situations which 
We have described, and other anal- 
ogous ones that are met with in the 
domain of the genetics of blood, 
deserve special consideration in or- 
der to resolve particularly serious 
problems of the psychic and moral 
order. 

We shall speak of some of them 
on the basis of the information you 
have supplied Us. We shall also 
speak of the remedies that have 
been attempted and consider the 
moral implications they carry. 


Spread of information 


We must emphasize, first of all, 
the necessity of furnishing the pub- 
lic with indispensable information 
about blood and its heredity so that 
individuals and families may be on 
the watch for terrible mishaps. 

To this end, information and con- 
sulting services can be organized 
along the lines of the American 
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“Dight Institute,” which can be 
consulted confidentially by engaged 
and married couples regarding 
questions of heredity the better 
to insure the happiness and se- 
curity of their union. These serv- 
ices would not only give informa- 
tion but would help interested 
parties to apply remedies which 
might help. 

In a work that We are told is au- 
thoritative on the subject (Sheldon 
C. Reed, Counseling in Medical 
Genetics), We have read that the 
principal function of consultation 
is to explain to interested parties 
the genetic problems found in their 
families (ibid. III, page 12). In 
almost every home, it would seem, 
one meets difficult situations con- 
cerning the heredity of one or sev- 
eral members of a family. It may 
even come about that the husband 
and the wife accuse each other of 
a malfunction which has appeared 
in their child. Often the specialist 
who has been consulted can suc- 
cessfully intervene to lessen the 
difficulty. 


Eugenics and parenthood 


Warned of the danger and of its 
extent, the parents will then come 
to a decision that is either ‘“eu- 
genic” or “disgenic,” in regard to 
the hereditary characteristic in- 
volved. If they decide to have no 
more children their decision is “eu- 
genic’; that is to say, they will no 
longer propagate defective genes 
by begetting either sick children or 
normal ones who could be carriers. 

If, as usually happens, the prob- 
abilities of begetting a child who is 
a carrier of the defect are less than 
they feared, they may decide to 
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have other children. This decision 
is “disgenic” because they will 
propagate the defective strain in- 
stead of arresting its diffusion. 

Definitely, the effect of the gene- 
tic consultation will be to encour- 
age parents to have more children 
than they would have had without 
it, since the probabilities of having 
an unfortunate result are slighter 
than they had first thought. 

Should the consultation appear 
“disgenic’ in regard to the abnor- 
mal strain, it must be remembered 
that people who are sufficiently 
worried about the future to ask for 
advice have a high conception of 
their duties as parents. From the 
moral standpoint it could be wished 
that these instances were more nu- 
merous. 


Genetics and religion 


The Dight Institute is often 
asked if there are relationships be- 
tween consultation and the religi- 
ous duties of the consultant (ibid., 
pages 15-16). In reality, genetic 
consultation abstracts from religi- 
ous principles. No reply is given to 
parents who ask whether they 
should have more children; respon- 
sibility for this decision is left to 
the parents. Therefore, the Dight 
Institute is not a clinic to repress 
fecundity. It does not furnish in- 
formation on how to “plan” fam- 
ilies, for that topic is not within the 
scope of its objectives. 

The book from which We take 
these remarks emphasizes with 
force and precision the importance 
of the work that still remains to be 
accomplished in this field. ““Death,” 
it says, “is a penalty paid for ig- 
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norance of the genetics of blood 
groups.” 

Fortunately, medical science has 
at its disposal at present enough 
knowledge to help men to fulfill 
with greater safety the desire—so 
deep-seated and so powerful among 
a good many of them—to have a 
happy family of healthy children! 
If a couple is sterile, the doctor will 
try to induce fecundity. He will put 
them on their guard against dan- 
gers they do not suspect. He will 
help them to beget normal and 
healthy children. 


A greater duty today 


Better informed on the problems 
raised by genetics and the serious- 
ness of certain hereditary illnesses, 
men have today, more than in the 
past, the duty to bear in mind the 
advances of medicine in order to 
avoid for themselves and for others 
many physical and moral compli- 
cations. 

They ought to be on guard 
against anything which could cause 
lasting damage to their progeny 
and could involve it in an endless 
series of misfortunes. 

Let Us recall that, in regard to 
this topic, blood relationship, both 
in the family and in larger groups, 
imposes certain obligations. Al- 
though the formal elements of 
every human community are of a 
psychological and moral order, its 
progeny constitutes the material 
basis which must be respected and 
preserved from harm. 


Racism 


What We say about heredity 
could be applied in a wide sense to 
the communities which are consti- 
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tuted by the races of mankind. But 
the danger here comes more from 
an exaggerated insistence on the 
meaning and value of the racial 
factor. 

We know only too well the ex- 
cesses to which pride of race and 
racial hatred can lead. The Church 
has always been actively opposed to 
attempts at genocide and to prac- 
tices arising from what is called 
the “color bar.” She also disap- 
proves of all genetic experiments 
which make light of the spiritual 
nature of man and treat him as 
though he were nothing more than 
a member of an animal species. 
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We hope, gentlemen, that you 
will continue successfully in this 
work that is so useful to the human 
community. A vital awareness of 
the help you bring to so many sick 
people will be as much a result of 
this congress as will be its practical 
instructions. From this conviction 
you will draw enthusiasm for car- 
rying out your daily tasks and the 
certainty of having deserved the 
respect and gratitude of those who 
owe their lives and health to you. 

In pledge of the Divine favors 
that We call down to you, We grant 
to you, your families, and to all 
your dear ones, Our Apostolic 
Blessing. 








Morality and Eugenics 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the 
Seventh International Hematological Congress in Rome 


Le VII¢ Congrés 


HE Seventh International 

Congress on Hematology, 

which has gathered together 
in Rome more than a thousand spe- 
cialists from different countries, is 
the occasion, gentlemen, of this 
visit. We are very pleased, and cor- 
dially welcome you. Your congress 
was preceded by the International 
Congress on Blood Transfusion, 
which We have also had the pleas- 
ure of addressing. 

A quick glance at the subjects 
listed in your program suffices to 
show the many different problems 
faced by hematology today. Among 
the subjects treated in the general 
sessions, We note questions con- 
cerning immuno-hematology, hem- 
orrhagic illnesses, leukemia, the 
spleen and the reticular endothelial 
system, anemia, and the use of ra- 
dioactive isotopes in hematology. 
There were also symposia at which 
papers were read and discussed. 
You have thus had an opportunity 
to increase your scientific knowl- 
edge and to apply it better in every- 
day life to the individuals and fam- 
ilies for whom this acquisition of 
knowledge is eventually destined. 


September 12, 1958 


It can be said that problems of 
blood, inherited from past gener- 
ations, and of which men are very 
conscious today — with astonish- 
ment and at times even fear — 
have a universal character that 
amply justifies your efforts and em- 
phasizes, among other things, the 
broadly international character of 
your congress. 


ATTEMPTS AT A SOLUTION 


A book We mentioned in Our 
earlier address on the subject of 
genetic consultation (Sheldon Reed, 
Counseling in Medical Genetics) 
points out the various solutions 
which are currently envisaged for 
problems of defective heredity. 


Artificial insemination 


It is there reported that, since 
the discovery of the technique of 
artificial insemination, “‘semi-adop- 
tion’ has been used on a large scale 
for having children when the hus- 
band is sterile or when the couple 
has discovered that he is the carrier 
of a dangerous recessive gene. 
Where the adoptive father has 
doubts regarding the legitimacy of 
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the child which his wife has borne 
by this method, there is a simple 
remedy: legal adoption. A scien- 
tific report published in 1954 em- 
phasizes that couples who suspect 
one another of sterility tend to 
want to determine which one of 
them is at fault by turning to vol- 
untary adultery. To prevent tragic 
experiments of this sort, a clinic on 
problems of fertility can be of 
great help. 

Another typical case occurs 
when a woman turns to genetic 
consultation because she knows 
she is the carrier of a hereditary 
sickness, and, since she cannot con- 
sent to techniques for preventing 
conception, intends to submit to 
sterilization. 

The first case mentioned above 
envisages, as a solution to the hus- 
band’s sterility, artificial insemi- 
nation, which evidently presumes 
a donor, unknown to the couple. 
We have already had an oppor- 
tunity to take a stand against this 
practice in the address delivered to 
the Fourth International Congress 
of Catholic Doctors on September 


* 29, 1949. We absolutely condemned 


insemination between people who 


are not married to one another, and 
even between spouses.’ 

We returned to this question on 
May 19, 1956, in Our address to the 
World Congress on Fertility and 
Sterility; We condemned once 
again all types of artificial insemi- 
nation, on the ground that this 
practice is not included among the 
rights of married couples and be- 
cause it is contrary to the natural 
law and Catholic morals. As for 
artificial insemination between un- 
married persons, We declared in 
1949 that this practice violates the 
principle of the natural law that 
new life may be procreated only in 
a valid marriage. 


Voluntary adultery 


Solution by voluntary adultery 
is patently immoral, regardless of 
any biological, eugenic, or legal 
ground on which its justification 
is attempted. 

A married person cannot assign 
his conjugal rights to a third per- 
son, and any attempt to renounce 
these rights is invalid and can draw 
no support from the juridical ax- 
iom “‘volenti non fit iniuria.” 4 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 15-16, 1958. French text. Transla- 
tion by The Pope Speaks staff, based in part on one released by N.C.W.C. News 


Service. 


This address was delivered to a group of blood specialists attending an interna- 
tional meeting in Rome. One week earlier, the Holy Father had addressed the Society 
for Blood Transfusion on a related topic. The earlier message appears in this issue 
of The Pope Speaks, immediately before the present talk. 

Prior to the audience at which this second talk was delivered, the specialists had 
presented Pope Pius with a list of questions on the moral aspects of problems con- 
cerning hereditary diseases, particularly as these affect marriage. In this address he 


answered their questions. 
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Sterilization 


Sterilization, either of the per- 
son or of the act alone, has also 
been advanced as a solution. On 
biological and eugenic grounds 
these two methods now have many 
proponents; they are growing in 
favor because of new drugs which 
are more effective and convenient 
to use. 

The reaction of some groups of 
theologians to this state of things 
is symptomatic and quite alarming. 
It reveals a deviation of moral 
judgment, along with an exagger- 
ated haste to revise commonly ac- 
cepted positions in favor of new 
techniques. This attitude comes 
from a praiseworthy intention, 
which in order to help those in dif- 
ficulty, refuses to exclude too 
quickly new possibilities of solu- 
tion. But this effort at adaptation 
is applied here in an unfortunate 
way because certain principles 
either are misunderstood or are 
given a meaning or implication 
which they cannot have. The Holy 
See then finds itself in a situation 
similar to that of Blessed Innocent 
XI who was more than once obliged 
to condemn theses on morality ad- 
vanced by theologians animated by 
imprudent zeal and short-sighted 
temerity.® 

Several times already We have 
taken a position on the subject of 
sterilization. We have stated, in 
substance, that direct sterilization 
is not authorized by man’s right to 

* See page 388 of this issue—Ed 


2 


* Discorsi e Radiomessaggi XI, pp. 223-25. 
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dispose of his own body and cannot 
be considered a valid way to pre- 
vent transmission of an hereditary 
disease. 

“Direct sterilization,” We said 
on October 29, 1951, “that is to 
say, sterilization which aims, as a 
means or as an end, at rendering 
procreation impossible, is a grave 
violation of the moral law and is 
therefore illicit. Nor has public au- 
thority the right to permit it on 
any pretext, much less to prescribe 
it or to have it carried out on in- 
nocent persons. This principle has 
already been announced in Casti 
connubii, Pius XI’s Encyclical on 
marriage. 

“‘When, about ten years ago, ster- 
ilization began to be more widely 
applied, it became necessary for the 
Holy See to declare expressly and 
publicly that direct sterilization, 
permanent or temporary, of a man 
or a woman, is illicit by virtue of 
the natural law from which the 
Church herself, as you know, has 
no power to dispense.’ ® 

By direct sterilization We mean 
an act whose aim is to make pro- 
creation impossible whether this 
is intended as a means or an end; 
but We do not apply the term to 
every act which, in fact, renders 
procreation impossible. Man does 
not always intend to produce the 
consequences of his acts, even 
though he has foreseen them. Thus, 
for example, the removal of dis- 
eased ovaries entails as a necessary 


*Jbid. XVIII, p. 217. English translation in TPS (Autumn 1956) v. 3, n. 2, pp. 


191-197. 


*“One who consents receives no injury.”—Ed. 


° Cf. Denzinger n. 1151-1216; 1221-1288. 


* Discorsi e Radiomessaggi XIII, p. 342. 
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consequence the impossibility of 
procreation, but this impossibility 
may not be intended either as an 
end or as a means. 

In Our discourse of October 8, 
1953, to a congress of urologists,’ 
We explained these matters in de- 
tail. The same principles apply to 
the present case and prohibit one 
from regarding as licit the removal 
of glands or of sexual organs for 
the purpose of impeding the trans- 
mission of defective hereditary 
characteristics. 


Impeding ovulation 


It also answers the question that 
is often discussed today among 
doctors and moralists: Is it licit 
to impede ovulation by pills used 
to remedy undue reaction of the 
uterus and the organism, when this 
medicine, while impeding ovula- 
tion, also renders fecundation im- 
possible? Is its use permitted to 
married women who, in spite of 
this temporary sterility, desire to 
have relations with their hus- 
bands? 

The answer depends on the in- 
tention of the person. If a woman 
takes such medicine, not to pre- 
vent conception, but only on the 
advice of a doctor as a necessary 
remedy because of the condition 
of the uterus or the organism, 
she produces indirect sterilization, 
which is permitted according to 
the general principles governing 
acts with a double effect. But a 
direct and, therefore, illicit sterili- 
zation results when ovulation is 
stopped to protect the uterus and 


* Ibid. XV, pp. 373-379. 
®“Tt is licit to correct natural defects.” —Ed. 


the organism from the consequences 
of a pregnancy which it is not able 
to sustain. Some moralists contend 
that it is permissible to take medi- 
cines with this latter intention, but 
they are in error. 

It is likewise necessary to reject 
the view of a number of doctors 
and moralists who permit these 
practices when medical indications 
make conception undesirable, or in 
other similar cases, which cannot 
be discussed here. In these cases the 
use of medication has as its end 
the prevention of conception by 
preventing ovulation. They are in- 
stances, therefore, of direct sterili- 
zation. 


A misapplied principle 


In an attempt to justify such 
sterilization, a principle of morali- 
ty, correct in itself but badly inter- 
preted, is often cited: “licet corri- 
gere defectus naturae.”® And since 
in practice it suffices, for the ap- 
plication of this principle, to have 
a reasonable probability, it is main- 
tained that there is a question in 
the present case of correcting a 
natural defect. 

If this principle had an absolute 
value, eugenics could, without hes- 
itation, use drugs to stop the trans- 
mission of a hereditary defect. But 
it is still necessary to examine the 
means by which natural defects 
are corrected and to avoid the vio- 
lation of other principles of mor- 
ality. 

The “rhythm system” 


It is also suggested that con- 
traceptives and the Ogino-Knaus 
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method® be used to prevent the 
transmission of hereditary defects. 

Some experts in eugenics who 
condemn their use absolutely when 
there is simply a question of giving 
rein to passion, approve of both 
these systems when there are seri- 
ous hygienic indications. They con- 
sider them a less serious evil than 
the procreation of tainted children. 
Even if some approve of this posi- 
tion, Christianity has followed and 
continues to follow a different tra- 
dition. 

Our Predecessor, Pius XI, ex- 
plained the Christian position in a 
solemn way in his Encyclical Cast 
connubii of December 31, 1930. He 
characterizes the use of contracep- 
tives as a violation of natural law; 
an act to which nature has given 
a capacity to produce new life is de- 
prived of that capacity by a hu- 
man will: “quemlibet matrimonii 
usum,” he wrote, “in quo exercen- 
do, actus, de industria hominum., 
naturali sua vitae procreandae vi 
destituatur, Dei et naturae legem 
infringere, et eos qui tale quid com- 
miserint gravis noxae labe comma- 
culari.”’ 1° 

On the other hand, to take ad- 
vantage of natural temporary ster- 
ility, as in the Ogino-Knaus meth- 
od, does not violate the natural 
order as does the practice described 
above, since the conjugal relations 
comply with the will of the Cre- 
ator. When this method is used 








° Commonly called the “rhythm system.” 


THE PoPE SPEAKS 


for proportionately serious motives 
(and the indications of eugenics 
can have a serious character), it is 
morally justified. 

We have spoken on this subject 
in Our address of October 29, 1951. 
not to expound on the biological 
or medical point of view, but to 
allay the qualms of conscience of 
many Christians who used this 
method in their conjugal life. More- 
over, in his Encyclical of Decem- 
ber 31, 1930, Pius XI had already 
formulated the position of princi- 
ple: “Neque contra naturae ordi- 
nem agere ti dicendi sunt coniuges, 
qui ture suo recte et naturali ra- 
tione utuntur, etsi ob naturales sive 
temporis sive quorundam defec- 
tuum causas nova inde vita oriri 
non possit.” 14 

We stated in the discourse deliv- 
ered in 1951 that married couples 
who make use of their conjugal 
rights have a positive obligation, 
in virtue of the natural law gov- 
erning their state, not to exclude 
procreation. The Creator, in effect, 
wished human beings to propagate 
themselves precisely by the natural 
exercise of the sexual function. But 
to this positive law We applied the 
principle which holds for all the 
others: that these positive laws 
are not obligatory to the extent 
that their fulfillment involves great 
disadvantages which are neither 
inseparable from the law itself nor 


—Ed. 


* AAS 22 (1930) 559-560. “Any use of marriage in the exercise of which the act, 
by human efforts, is deprived of its natural efficacy for procreating life, infringes 


open the law of God and of nature, and those who perform such an act sin seriously.” 


1 AAS 22 (1980) 561. “It must not be said that those spouses act contrary to the 
order of nature who utilize their rights properly and in a natural manner, even 
though a new life cannot be engendered thereby, for some natural reason, such as 


the time or some defect.”—Ed. 
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inherent in its accomplishment, 
but which come from another 
source and which the law-maker 
did not intend to impose on men 
when he promulgated the law. 


Adoption of children 


The last method mentioned above 
and on which We wish to express 
Our opinion is that of adoption. 

When parents who wish to have 
a child must be advised against nat- 
ural procreation because of heredi- 
tary defects, one may suggest that 
they adopt a child. It has been 
proved that this advice generally 
produces happy results and gives 
happiness, peace, and serenity to 
the parents. 

From a religious and moral point 
of view, adoption raises no objec- 
tions. It is an institution recog- 
nized in almost all civilized states. 
Although certain laws contain mor- 
ally unacceptable demands, this 
does not affect the institution itself. 
From the religious point of view, 
it is necessary that the children of 
Catholics be adopted by Catholics, 
for, in practice, parents generally 
will impose their own religion on 
adopted children. 


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 


After having discussed the solu- 
tions that are currently proposed 
to problems raised by hereditary 
defects, We have still to answer 
the questions you have asked Us. 

These questions are all inspired 
by a desire to clarify the moral ob- 
ligations arising from those find- 
ings of eugenic studies which can 
be regarded as certain. 

There is question, in the various 
cases under discussion, of a gen- 


eral obligation to avoid all more 
or less serious danger or damage 
to the interested party, his spouse, 
and his descendants. This obliga- 
tion is proportionate to the serious- 
ness of the possible damage, to its 
greater or less probability, to the 
intensity and proximity of the 
harmful influence exercised, to the 
seriousness of the reasons that one 
has for performing the dangerous 
acts and for permitting their perni- 
cious consequences. 

These questions are for the most 
part questions of fact to which only 
the interested party, the doctor, 
and the specialists they consult can 
give an answer. From the moral 
point of view it can be said in gen- 
eral that a person has no right to 
disregard real risks of which one 
is aware. 


Advisability of blood tests 


According to this basic princi- 
ple, one can reply affirmatively to 
the first question which you ask: 
Should one advise, in general, a 
prenuptial examination and, in 
particular, a blood test with respect 
to Italy and the Mediterranean 
Basin? 

This examination is advisable 
and, if the danger is really serious, 
may even be made obligatory in 
certain regions or localities. In 
Italy, in the entire Mediterranean 
Basin, and in countries which re- 
ceive groups of emigrants from 
these countries, special attention 
must be given to the “Mediterra- 
nean hematological sickness.” 

The moralist will avoid a cate- 
gorical yes or no in individual 
cases. Only a study of all the facts 
of a given case will permit one to 
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decide whether he is faced with a 
serious obligation. 


To marry or not 


You also asked whether it is per- 
mitted to advise against the mar- 
riage of a couple where the blood 
test reveals the presence of the 
Mediterranean sickness. 

When a subject is the carrier 
of the Mediterranean hematologi- 
cal illness, one may advise him 
against marriage but one cannot 
forbid it. Marriage is one of the 
fundamental human rights, the use 
of which may not be prevented. 

If it is difficult at times to under- 
stand the general point of view of 
the Church, this is because the un- 
derlying concept which Pius XI ex- 
pounded in the Encyclical on mar- 
riage, Casti connubii, has been lost 
sight of: Man is created, first and 
foremost, not for this world or for 
his life in time, but for heaven and 
eternity. This basic principle seems 
foreign to the concerns of eugenics. 
Still, it is applicable; it is, indeed, 
the only completely valid one. 

Pius XI also stated, in the same 
encyclical, that, even if a couple is, 
in spite of everything, incapable of 
having healthy children, no one has 
the right to prevent them from 
marrying or from implementing 
their legitimately contracted mar- 
riage. 

In practice, it will often be diffi- 
cult to make the two points of view 
—that of eugenics and that of mor- 
ality—coincide. But to guarantee 
objectivity in the discussion, each 
must know the point of view of the 
other and be familiar with his rea- 
sons.?? 





* Cf. AAS 22 (1930) 564-565. 
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To have children or not? 


The same principles give an an- 
swer to the third question: If, after 
marriage, one discovers the hema- 
tological Mediterranean sickness in 
the couple, is it permissible to ad- 
vise them against having children? 

You may advise a couple not to 
have children but you cannot for- 
bid it. On the other hand, it re- 
mains to be seen what method the 
adviser (whether he is a doctor, a 
hematologist, or a moralist) will 
suggest to them. Specialized works 
on the subject provide no answer, 
leaving the responsibility of decid- 
ing to the couples. But the Church 
cannot be satisfied with this nega- 
tive attitude. She must take a posi- 
tion. 

As We have explained, there is 
no objection to complete conti- 
nence, to the Ogino-Knaus method, 
or to the adoption of children. 


Is the marriage valid? 


The following question concerns 
the validity of the marriage con- 
tract between couples who are car- 
riers of the hematological Mediter- 
ranean illness: If the spouses are 
unaware of their condition at the 
time of their marriage, can this be 
reason for the nullity of the mar- 
riage? Aside from cases in which 
a party has laid down as a condi- 
tion (Canon 1092) the absence of 
all hereditary disease, neither 
simple ignorance, nor fraudulent 
hiding of an hereditary defect, nor 
even positive error which would 
have halted the marriage if it had 
been known, is sufficient to render 
a marriage invalid. 
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The object of the marriage con- 
tract is too simple and too clear 
for one to claim ignorance. The ties 
contracted with another person 
must be presumed voluntary be- 
cause of the sanctity of marriage, 
the dignity of the spouses, and the 
security of the children; the con- 
trary must be proved with clarity 
and certainty. A grave error in- 
herent in the contract (Canon 
1084) may be undeniable, but this 
does not prove the absence of a real 
intention to contract marriage with 
a determined person. What is deci- 
sive in the contract is not what one 
would have done if one had known 
a certain circumstance, but what 
one in reality desired and did be- 
cause he actually did not know this 
circumstance. 

In your seventh question, you 
ask if one can consider the “Rh 
situation” as a reason for the null- 
ity of marriage when it has caused 
the death of children from the first 
pregnancy ? 

You assume the couple did not 
intend to contract to have children 
who would be the victims of an 
early death because of an heredi- 
tary trait. But the simple fact that 
hereditary defects lead to the death 
of children does not prove the ab- 
sence of a wish to consummate a 
marriage. This situation is obvious- 
ly tragic, but such reasoning de- 
pends on a consideration that does 
not apply. 

The object of the matrimonial 
contract is not the child, but the 
performance of the natural matri- 
monial act, or—more precisely— 
the right to perform the matrimo- 
nial act. But this right is com- 
pletely independent of the heredi- 


tary traits of the begotten child 
and of its capacity to live. 


What advice in the “Rh situation”? 


In the case of a couple in the 
“Rh situation,” you have also 
asked, is it always permitted to 
advise against procreation or is it 
necessary to wait for a first inci- 
dent? 

Specialists in genetics and eu- 
genics are more competent than 
We are in this area. It is a ques- 
tion of fact which depends on nu- 
merous factors of which you are 
competent judges. From the point 
of view of morals, it suffices to ap- 
ply the principles which We have 
explained above, with certain nec- 
essary distinctions. 


Marriage of kin 


Finally, you ask if it is permis- 
sible to publish technical data 
showing the inherent dangers of 
marriage between kinsfolk. With- 
out any doubt, it is useful to inform 
the public of the serious risks 
which marriage of this kind en- 
tails. One must also take into ac- 
count the gravity of the danger in 
order to judge the moral obligation. 


The road to progress 


With wisdom and perseverance 
you are attempting to explore all 
possible solutions to the many 
difficult situations. You ceaselessly 
try to prevent and cure human 
suffering and misery. Even if there 
is need for greater accuracy and 
some modification at certain points, 
this does not detract from the in- 
contestable merit of your work. 

We are pleased to encourage this 
work. We deeply appreciate the 
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active and serious cooperation 
which allows various opinions to 
be expressed freely but is not 
stopped by negative criticism. That 
is the only open road to real prog- 
ress, not only for the acquisition 
of new theoretical knowledge but 
also for clinical application. 

May you continue your work 


EA 


with courage and with a constant 
desire to safeguard the high spiri- 
tual values which alone can worth- 
ily crown your efforts. 

In token of divine favor and Our 
goodwill, We accord to you and to 
your dear ones Our Apostolic Bless- 


Ing. 




















Socialization and the Human Person 


A Letter to the Social Week at Grenoble, France, Signed by 
Cardinal Tardini, Vatican Secretary of State 


Continurne the tradition of your 
predecessors, Mr. President, you sub- 
mitted a respectful communication to His 
Holiness following your election to the 
presidency of the Social Weeks of France, 
together with the program of your com- 
ing sessions to be held at Grenoble on 
the theme “Socialization and the Human 
Person.” 

The Holy Father was touched by this 
gesture, which bears witness to the con- 
tinuity of this institution, which he has 
known well and long. 

From the time of his nunciature at 
Paris, he nourished cordial relations with 
Charles Florey, whom you have just suc- 
ceeded. In particular, he appreciated the 
courageous sagacity with which, follow- 
ing the last World War, the Social Weeks 
handled, under his direction—with good 
results and an ever-larger audience—a 
series of especially urgent and delicate 
problems. 

His Holiness takes pleasure in rec- 
ognizing this and sincerely hopes that 
the important institution of which you 
are assuming the chairmanship may pur- 
sue its beautiful mission with growing 
success. 

At Grenoble, where a reception is being 
prepared for you by a bishop who is fol- 
lowing attentively the course of social 
problems and is surrounded by a select 
and wideawake group, you are going to 
discuss a subject that is one of the fun- 
damental concerns of the Social Weeks. 

As early as 1937, they were thinking of 
the “human person in danger,” and at 
the close of the second world conflict 
(1945) they began to study “social trans- 
formations and liberation of the individ- 


ual.” The similarity of these titles shows 
that you know, when the right time ap- 
pears, how to direct your research to 
analogous problems when they present 
themselves in a new light. 


An abiding principle 


Your desire to safeguard under all cir- 
cumstances the dignity and the welfare 
of the human person, and to form social 
structures based upon it, echoes very 
aptly the teaching of the Sovereign Pon- 
tiff himself. 

“The troubles which are shaking the 
inner peace of nations,” he said in his 
last Christmas message, “have their pri- 
mary origin in the fact that man has been 
treated almost exclusively like an in- 
strument, like an article of merchandise, 
like a poor gear in a great machine, like 
a simple unit of production. It will only 
be when the personal dignity of man is 
taken as a basis for appreciating him and 
his activity, that social conflicts may be 
allayed, as well as the divergencies, often 
deep-rooted, which exist, for example, be- 
tween employers and workers.” 1 

This basic principle adapts itself to the 
changing conditions of society. In 1937 
when, as we have just recalled, the Social 
Week of Clermont-Ferrand considered 
the “human person in danger,” the threat 
was coming from the totalitarian govern- 
ments and still more from their errone- 
ous philosophy. 

The state, party, race or people—sym- 
bolized by its leader—came to assume 
prerogatives that belong only to God. In 
1945 the perspectives were different: the 
ruins accumulated by the war required 
urgent rebuilding, and seemed to post- 
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pone to a more distant time the eventual 
threats of new tyrannies. People sought 
the possibilities of new development in 
transformed structures, and these “social 
transformations” seemed to promise a 
“liberation of the person.” In dealing 
with this theme, the Social Week of 
Toulouse was therefore following closely 
the line of your traditions. 

The changes that have occurred since 
then indicate a development in the direc- 
tion of an ever-wider, ever-deeper sociali- 
zation. Not only economic and political 
structures, but also a whole network of 
customs, of ways of life, of voluntary or 
legal institutions envelop the individual, 
sustain and guide him. 


Advantages and disadvantages 


The advantages implicit in this state of 
affairs, both in the economic and social 
order as well as in the cultural domain, 
are undeniable. Besides developing a 
sense of cooperation and solidarity, it 
permits the concrete satisfaction of social 
needs of first importance: for example, 
the need for housing, medical care, social 
security; the need for education, work, 
leisure. 

On the other hand, socialization ex- 
pands the bureaucratic apparatus enor- 
mously, makes the legal regulation of 
human relationships ever more detailed 
in all sectors of life in society, and uses 
methods that incur a serious risk of what 
is characterized in one word: “dehumani- 
zation.” Modern man sees that the sphere 
in which he can think for himself, act on 
his own initiative, exercise his responsi- 
bilities, and affirm and enrich his per- 
sonality is in many cases restricted to an 
excessive degree. 


A work of man 


Does it follow that the process of so- 
cialization is impossible to control and 
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that, increasing constantly in breadth 
and depth, it will one day inevitably re- 
duce men to the role of automatons? Cer- 
tainly not. For socialization is not the 
result of forces of nature acting accord- 
ing to a determinism that cannot be 
changed. It is the work of man, of a free 
being, conscious of his acts and respon- 
sible for them. Therefore, on the one 
hand, one ought to be able to profit from 
its advantages, but on the other, one 
ought to know how to defend the person 
against the serious threats that its exces- 
sive and disorderly development could 
bring to bear upon him. 

An important principle quite familiar 
to the regular members of the Social 
Weeks is that which gives to the state, in 
this area, a function customarily called 
“supplemental” or “subsidiary.” Pius 
XI, in the encyclical Quadragesimo Anno, 
stated it in these terms: 

“Just as one cannot take away from 
individuals and transfer to the commu- 
nity the tasks they are capable of accom- 
plishing by themselves, so also it would 
be an injustice—and at the same time a 
harmful disturbance of the social order 
—if one were to remove from groups of 
a lower order functions they can exercise 
themselves and entrust them to a wider 
collectivity of higher order. The natural 
objective of any intervention in social 
matters is to assist the members of the 
social body, not to destroy or absorb 
them.” 2 


Intermediate bodies 


One sees the role that can be played in 
this perspective, for the purpose of safe- 
guarding the rightful autonomy of the 
person and the family, by the “inter- 
mediate bodies,” as they are often called, 
that is, those forms of free and voluntary 
associations, well ordered and well ori- 
ented, so often advised by the sovereign 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 13, 1960. French text. Translation based on one 
released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 
This letter was addressed to Alain Barrére, president of the French Social Week, and read 
on July 12, 1960, at the opening session of the week-long gathering in Grenoble, France. 
“Social weeks” are conferences of professional people, sociologists, and other scholars for 
the discussion of social problems. 
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pontiffs and so constantly invoked by the 
Social Weeks. By taking charge of tasks 
too weighty or too complex for the in- 
dividual and the family to handle alone, 
these groups liberate new individual or 
collective capabilities. 

But this is to be done on the condition 
that each of these institutions remains 
within its own sphere of competence, that 
it be offered to, not imposed upon, the 
free choice of mankind. They must under 
no circumstances look upon themselves as 
an end and make their members an in- 
strument of their activity. 


Unions 


Speaking of trade unions—which one 
may consider as “intermediate bodies”— 
Pius XII expressed this wise warning: 
“If the union as such through political 
and economic development were one day 
to claim a kind of ownership or right by 
virtue of which it freely controlled the 
worker .. ., the very idea of a union, 
which is to unite for the purpose of 
mutual aid and defense, would be 
changed and destroyed thereby.”% 


Com 





These remarks apply to all forms of 
usurped collective domination. They ap- 
ply also to the domain of thought. The 
means for instructing the public, for 
counseling it and guiding it, have made 
considerable progress, and without a 
doubt it is a most valuable acquisition for 
man to be able to educate himself, to 
know where to make inquiries, and to be 
able to form justifiable opinions for him- 
self. ; 

Your meeting at Nancy, devoted to 
“Communication Techniques in Contem- 
porary Civilization,” rightfully empha- 
sized this in 1955. But it would be a 
manifest abuse, were this very communi- 
cation—written, auditory, or visual—to 
become what one calls a “psychological 
action,” with the purpose of imposing 
ready-made judgments upon the crowds. 
In that case, the “people” would really 
become ‘“‘masses,” according to the vivid 
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distinction made by Pius XII in his 1944 
Christmas message. 


Individual responsibility 


“The people,” said the late Pontiff, 
“lives from the fullness of life of the men 
who make it up, each of whom, in his 
place and in his own manner, is a person 
conscious of his own responsibilities and 
of his own convictions. The mass, on the 
other hand, waits for an impulsion from 
without, an easy plaything in the hands 
of anyone who exploits its instincts and 
impressions, quick to follow now this flag, 
now that one.”’4 

These disorders are, alas, too often 
aided by the fact that the individual 
abandons through inertia part of his es- 
sential prerogative, that of judging 
freely after having informed himself 
honestly; and this abdication of oneself 
is at the same time an error against so- 
ciety and one of the greatest dangers of 
our time. 


The Christian standard 


Therefore, your approaching session 
will render outstanding services to its 
listeners by inviting them to meditate as 
Christians upon the multiple aspects of 
the phenomenon of socialization. Let 
them measure before God the value of 
these institutions that are offered to 
them, of these pressures that they accept 
or to which they submit. Indeed, as was 
said above, they make living easier, for 
they reduce individual effort and increase 
the collective well-being; but for a Chris- 
tian, the humanism which they bring 
cannot suffice; he knows that, according 
to the words of St. Paul, man regenerated 
by grace ought to “. . . use this world, as 
though not using it,”5 and that he will 
find his true freedom in proportion as he 
becomes cognizant of the sublime dignity 
with which he has been endowed, as man 
and as Christian. 

It is only then that he will know how 
to assume the responsibility for his soul, 
his thought, and his actions, and how to 
judge the facilities and opinions pre- 


1 AAS 52 (1960) 28; English translation in TPS (Spring 1960) v. 6, no. 2, pp. 201-02. 
2 AAS 23 (1931) 203. 
8 AAS 37 (1945) 70. 
* AAS 35 (1945) 13. 
5 1 Cor. 7, 13. 
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sented to him by collective life by com- 
paring them with the one thing neces- 
sary, from which all things receive their 
true value. 

Fully conscious of what is at stake, 
moved by his apostolic zeal, he then 
makes a personal engagement with these 
communities that surround him, which is 
the result of a free and justified choice 
and of careful thought about himself, his 
destiny, and that of the world: and that 
is for him—it must be stated without 
fear—a very practical and up-to-date 
manner to bear witness in the eyes of 
men to the Christian ideal that animates 
him. 
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Calling now for the most abundant 
light upon the work of the Social Week at 
Grenoble, where these important themes 
will be developed by qualified specialists, 
the Holy Father sends with all sincerity 
to His Excellency Bishop Fougerat, to 
yourself, to Alfred Michelin, your zealous 
vice president, to the devoted organizers 
of your Grenoble session, and to all mem- 
bers of the Weeks a full, paternal apos- 
tolic benediction. 

Please receive, Mr. President, my very 
cordial personal wishes and the assur- 
ance of my devout esteem. 

(Signed) D. Card. Tardini 
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A Finder's List for Papal Documents 


I. 


Documents appearing 


October 1—December 31, 1959 


881. Prayer for New Mission Churches. 
(O Jesu, Fili Dei) August 18, 1959. A 
prayer composed by Pope John XXIII, to 
be said by parishioners of new mission 
churches: Asks grace to be worthy chil- 
dren of Church, grow in virtue, set good 
example. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Decem- 
ber 4, 1959. 


882. The Argentine Eucharistic Con- 
gress. (Non excidit) August 20, 1959. 
Letter from Pope John XXIII to Cardi- 
nal Cento: Recalls congress of 1934; 
praises present plans; appoints Cardinal 
Cento papal legate to congress. (fst. 
length: 480 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 8, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 697-699. 


883. Centenary of the North American 
College. (Centum, qui ab ortu) August 
28, 1959. Letter from Pope John XXIII 
to Archbishop Martin O’Connor, rector of 
the North American College in Rome: 
Cites 100th anniversary of college; 
praises success and expansion; mentions 
Church in America. (Est. length: 640 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 1, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 701-702. 


884. The Canadian Hierarchy. (Si sum- 
mo aeternoque) August 25, 1959. Letter 





from Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Otta- 
viani: Cites 300th aniversary of Cana- 
dian hierarchy; designates Cardinal Ot- 
taviani papal delegate; recalls early his- 
tory of Church in Canada; urges vigi- 
lance; states hopes for Canada. (Est. 
length: 640 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 7, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 699-701. 


885. Light of the Soul. (L’amabile in- 
dirizzo) October 1, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the Congress of the Apos- 
tolate of the Blind: Greets delegates; 
praises aims; discusses mission of blind; 
urges spread of spiritual vision; asks 
light for rulers of nations. (Est. length: 
760 words) 


Italian and French text: Osservatore 
Romano, October 2, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 
764-766. English excerpt: TPS (Winter, 
1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 76. 


886. Athletics and the Spirit. (Con 
grande piacere) October 10, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to a group of 
participants in a sports contest: States 
admiration; relates physical prowess and 
spiritual qualities. (Est. length: 160 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 12-18, 1959. 


887. The Crucifix and the Missionary. 
(La consegna) October 11, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to a group of mis- 
sionaries and workers: Greets mission- 
aries and worker groups of Rome; ex- 
plains ceremony of handing crucifix to 
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missionary; recalls own work with mis- 
sions; cites hopes of Church for harvest; 
states universal mission of Church; de- 
clares crucifix is model for missionary; 
warns of reliance on human means; 
prays to Christ, eternal priest and vic- 
tim; addresses group of workers from 
Rome on nature of their work and its re- 
wards. (Est. length: 2040 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 12-13, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 766-69. 
English digest: TPS (Winter 1959-60) v. 
6, no. 1, 46. 


888. Help from the Eucharist. (Ante el 
grandioso) October 11, 1959. Radio ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the Eucha- 
ristic Congress in Argentina: Recalls 
earlier Argentine congress; cites Eucha- 
rist as cure for human woes, aid to 
peace; states hope for continuation of 
Eucharistic fervor. (Est. length: 560 
words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, Oc- 
tober 12-18, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 777- 
778. 


889. The North American College in 
Rome. (Plures easque) October 11, 1959. 
Address of Pope John XXIII at the cele- 
bration of the centenary of the North 
American College in Rome: States affec- 
tion for America; recalls interest of pre- 
vious pontiffs; rejoices at growth of col- 
lege and of Church in America; dis- 
cusses education of priests; points out 
value of Rome as site; sounds hopes for 
future; exhorts seminarians to strive for 
priestly ideals. (Est. length: 2480 words) 


Latin and English text: Osservatore Ro- 
mano, October 12-18, 1959; AAS 51 
(1959) 770-775. English tr.: TPS (Winter, 
1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 37-42. 


890. Centenary of the Teutonic College. 
(Cum gaudium) October 18, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to alumni of 
the Teutonic College: Expresses joy at 
centenary celebration; praises past his- 
tory of college; states goals of college. 
(Est. length: 640 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 15, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 775-777. 
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891. Niels Steensen and Our Separated 
Brethren. (Votre présence ici) October 
14, 1959. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
the International Committee in Honor of 
Niels Steensen: States admiration for 
Niels Steensen; praises his scholarship; 
recalls conversion and later life; men- 
tions his convert work; cites traits of 
his apostolate. (Est. length: 1000 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 16, 1959: AAS 51 (1959) 818-20. Eng- 
lish tr.: TPS (Winter, 1959-60) v. 6, no. 
1, 87-89. 


892. The Christian Concept of Work. 
(Siamo lieti) October 17, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to delegates to a 
convention on the dignity of labor: 
Praises purpose of convention; points out 
Christian concept of work; notes prog- 
ress since Rerum novarum; stresses need 
of Christian virtues; reminds of eternal 
aspects of work. (Est. length: 760 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 18, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 821-22. Eng- 
lish excerpt: TPS (Winter, 1959-60) v. 6, 
no. 1, 89-90. 


893. Precepts for the Catholic Press. 
(Questa udienza) October 18, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the staff of 
an Italian Catholic newspaper: Praises 
their newspaper; states reason for a 
Catholic press; mentions independence of 
press; condemns evils of modern press; 
points out antidote to sensationalism; ex- 
plains mutual duties of Catholic press 
and Catholics; compares press and St. 
Luke. (Est. length: 1800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 19-20, 1959. English digest: TPS 
(Winter 1959-60), v. 6, no. 1, 48. 


894. The Sacred Roman Rota. (La In- 
augurazione) October 19, 1959. Allocu- 
tion of Pope John XXIII to officials of 
the Sacred Roman Rota: Comments on 
dignity of Rota; notes role of predeces- 
sor, John XXII; recalls importance of 
Rota; stresses dedication to justice; em- 
phasizes need to safeguard Christian 
family. (Est. length: 1240 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 21, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 822-25. Eng- 
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lish digest: TPS (Winter, 1959-60) v. 6, 
no. 1, 46. 


895. Christ the King. (E’ sempre 
grande) October 25, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a general audience 
in St. Peter’s Basilica on the feast of 
Christ the King: Notes variety of audi- 
ence; explains Christ’s Kingship; urges 
submission to divine sovereignty; singles 
out various groups for praise and com- 
ments briefly on loyalty to Christ, labor 
relations, personal holiness, family life, 
apostolic work; exhorts to fervor; offers 
prayer. (Est. length: 2800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 26-27, 1959. English tr.: TPS (Win- 
ter, 1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 51-57. 


896. The Diocesan Synod of Rome. 
(SullVinizio) October 25, 1959. Letter 
from Pope John XXIII to Archbishop 
Luigi Traglia, President of the Commis- 
sion for the Diocesan Synod of Rome: 
Notes two aims of pontificate; stresses 
importance of Roman Synod; states 
hopes for future. (Est. length: 480 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, October 
30, 1959. 


897. The Pater Noster. (Oggi 28 otto- 
bre) October 28, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to a general audience in St. 
Peter’s Basilica on the first anniversary 
of his election to the papacy: Expresses 
joy on anniversary of election to papacy; 
outlines plan of pontificate according to 
petitions of the Pater Noster; discusses 
liturgical worship, Church discipline, 
Roman Synod, Ecumenical Council; 
urges spread of kingdom of justice, love 
and peace; cites faith, charity as will of 
God; affirms importance. of social doc- 
trines of Church; points to ravages and 
universality of sin, need for true par- 
don and peace; urges determination to 
avoid temptation; summarizes address. 
(Est. length: 2520 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 30, 1959. English tr.: TPS (Winter, 
1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 59-65. 


898. The Chair of Unity Octave. (The 
tender emotion) October 28, 1959. Letter 
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from Pope John XXIII to Rev. Angelus 
Delahunt, Superior General of the Fran- 
ciscan Friars of the Atonement: Ex- 
presses concern over separated sects; 
urges prayer as primary means to unity; 
cites importance of forthcoming council; 
encourages participation in Church 
Unity Octave. (Est. length: 350 words) 


English text: Copy of letter, issued by 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, 
Garrison, N. Y.; TPS (Winter, 1959-60) 
v. 6, no. 1, 85-86. 


899. A Reply to Homage. (Le sue pa- 
role) November 4, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to Cardinal Tisserant on the 
first anniversary of Pope John’s Corona- 
tion: Recalls own interest in the ancients; 
expresses gratitude for wishes; com- 
ments on greeting “ad multos annos”; 
cites age of Pope John XXII; places con- 
fidence in Christs(Est. length: 520 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 5, 1959. 


900. The First Anniversary of Pope 
John’s Coronation. (La tradizione) No- 
vember 4, 1959. Homily of Pope John 
XXIII to the congregation at the Solemn 
Mass celebrating the first anniversary of 
his Coronation: Recalls ancient tradition; 
discourses on text of Mass; refers to 
papal role of shepherd and ruler; recalls 
manifestations of good will; notes spirit 
of truth, unity, peace; prays for success 
of his plans for Church; points to youth- 
ful enthusiasm of Church; comments on 
feast of Saint Charles Borromeo. (Est. 
length: 2360 words 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 5, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 814-818. 


901. The Papacy. (Cette journée) No- 
vember 4, 1959. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to the National Pilgrimage of 
France: Recalls relations with France; 
welcomes pilgrims to Rome; explains 
prayer of Coronation ceremony; dis- 
cusses power and authority of Peter and 
successors; states permanency of papal 
succession and authority; recalls his- 
| torical incidents of papal authority; 
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notes glories of Church in France. (Est. 
length: 1760 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 6, 1959. 


902. The F. A. O. at Work. (Vous avez 
voulu) November 10, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to delegates attending 
a United Nations F. A. O. convention: 
States interest of Church in work of 
F. A. O.; extols world-wide work of 
mercy, realistic but optimistic spirit; 
states importance of raising living stand- 
ards; indicates value of mutual economic 
aid for world peace. (Est. length: 1160 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 10, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 865-67. 
English digest: TPS (Winter, 1959-60) 
v. 6, no. 1, 44-45. 


903. The Diocesan Censor. (Siamo 
lieti di darvi) November 18, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to a convention 
of diocesan censors: Describes qualifica- 
tions, responsibilities of ecclesiastical 
censor; discusses authority; declares 
need for sound realism, balanced judg- 
ment; notes positive and negative views 
of literature; comments on standards, 
theological training; points to role of 
charity and truth. (Est. length: 1400 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 19, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 867-70. 
English tr.: TPS (Winter, 1959-60) v. 6, 
no. 1, 77-80. 


904. Rural Life. (Fra i numerosi) No- 
vember 18, 1959. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to a general audience, including 
participants in the Farmers National 
Rally: Cites personal memories of rural 
life; points to rural life in Bible; dis- 
cusses rural life and vocations; states 
need for spiritual progress as well as 
economic and social. (Est. length: 720 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 20, 1959. 


905. Three Virtues for Seminarians. 
(L’incontro) November 22, 1959. Address 
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of Pope John XXIII to Italian semi- 
narians: States joy of Church at voca- 
tions; discusses purity of heart as soil 
of virtues; urges prayer, mortification, 
study, prudent reading; discusses 
strength of character; enumerates need- 
ed qualities of character; discusses 
charity as virtue for seminarians; notes 
Heart of Christ as source of graces; re- 
calls influence of his first pastor; offers 
prayer for success. (Est. length: 2080 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 23-24, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 903- 
907. English tr.: TPS (Spring 1960) v. 6, 
no. 2, 164-168. 


906. To Catholic Youth. (Nous avons 
appris) November 25, 1959. Letter from 
Pope John XXIII to the fourth general 
assembly of the International Federa- 
tion of Catholic Youth: States signifi- 
cance of federation for apostolate of 
young; declares need for profoundly 
Christian life; notes role of chaplains; 
asks generous response. (Est. length: 
720 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 18, 1959; AAS 52 (1960) 54-55. 


907. Golden Jubilee of Cardinal Ciriaci. 
(Quinquagesimum natalem) November 
28, 1959. Letter from Pope John XXIII 
to Cardinal Ciriaci: Notes 50th anni- 
versary of cardinal’s priesthood; re- 
counts his good works; prays for his 
welfare. (Est. length: 320 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Decem- 
ber 21-22, 1959; AAS 52 (1960) 35-36. 


908. The Encyclical Letter, Princeps 
Pastorum. (Princeps Pastorum) Novem- 
ber 28, 1959. Encyclical Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to all bishops of the world: 
Recalls other papal encyclicals on mis- 
sions; reviews present condition of mis- 
sions; affirms need for native clergy, 
hierarchy, and cooperation with mis- 
sionaries; discusses formation of na- 
tive clergy; urges attention to local 
cultural values; cites catholicity of 


Church against extreme nationalism; 
apostolate, 


discusses laity, converts, 
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testimony of liturgy and charity; dis- 
cusses catholicity of Church, catechists, 
need for Catholic action, submission to 
hierarchy, adaptation to local condi- 
tions; discusses formation of lay leaders, 
dangers of public education alone; dis- 
cusses role of native laity; asks Catho- 
lics abroad to help; urges care for for- 
eign Catholic students abroad. (Est. 
length: 10,440 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Novem- 
ber 29, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 833-64. 
English digest: TPS (Winter, 1959-60) v. 
6, no. 1, 48-44; English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1960) v. 6, no. 2, 123-145. 


909. Duties of the Press. (Siamo lieti 
di ricevere) November 29, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to the Third Na- 
tional Congress of the Society of the 
Italian Periodical Press: Comments on 
influence of periodicals; states necessity 
of responsibility, integrity, truth; re- 
minds of conscience, duties, avoidance 
of cooperation in sin; comments on basis 
of press integrity; cites need for love 
of truth; urges practice of truth in love. 
(Est. length: 880 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 30-December 1, 1959. 


910. The National Catholic Congress in 
Cuba. (Os habla vuestro) November 29, 
1959. Radio broadcast of Pope John 
XXIII to the First National Catholic 
Congress in Cuba: Praises program of 
the congress; urges unity in charity; 
discusses nature and effects of charity; 
comments on post-war charitable works 
as aid to peace; gives blessing and dedi- 
cates Cuba to Our Lady. (Est. length: 
800 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 30-December 1, 1959; AAS 51 
(1959) 909-911. English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1960) v. 6, no. 2, 188-9. 


911. The Founding of Juarez. (Al cele- 
brar) November 30, 1959. Letter from 
Pope John XXIII to Bishop Camandari 
of Juarez, Mexico, on the 300th anni- 
versary of Juarez: Praises devotion to 
Mary; cites friendly Church-state rela- 








409 


tions, hope for future. (Est. length: 200 
words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 16, 1959. 


912. The Tragedy of Frejus. (Ces der- 
niers jours) December 5, 1959. Radio 
message of Pope John XXIII to the peo- 
ple of Frejus, France: expresses sym- 
pathy for people of Frejus over disas- 
trous dam break. (Est. length: 200 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 6, 1959. 


913. To President Eisenhower. (The 
visit) December 6, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to President Eisen- 
hower: Praises efforts for peace; extends 
gratitude for American aid to needy; 
urges example by Catholics; remarks on 
name of President’s son. (Est. length: 
400 words) 


English text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 7-8, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 908- 
909; TPS (Winter, 1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 
67. 


914. To the Philippines. (Laus, gra- 
tulatio) December 6, 1959. Radio mes- 
sage of Pope John XXIII to the faithful 
of the Philippines: Congratulates Na- 
tional Mission Congress; notes universal 
mission of Church; exhorts Philippine 
nation to share its faith, pray for voca- 
tions; praises works of Philippine people. 
(Est. length: 600 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Decem- 
ber 11, 1959; AAS 52 (1960) 51-52. 


915. The Immaculate. (Una gioia soave) 
December 7, 1959. Sermon of Pope John 
XXIII at the close of a novena in a 
church in downtown Rome: Recalls pre- 
vious ceremonies, own ordination; relates 
Mary Immaculate to justice, Redemp- 
tion, order and beauty of nature, grace, 
Paradise; cites resumption of tradition; 
notes Mary as source of strength; dedi- 
cates synod and council to Mary; men- 
tions role of Cardinal Bessarion in study 
of doctrine of Immaculate Conception; 
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offers prayer to Mary. (Est. length: 2680 | 


words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 9-10, 1959. English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1960) v. 6, no. 2, 174-180. 


916. The Law and Freedom of the 
Press. (Siamo particolarmente) Decem- 
ber 8, 1959. Address of Pope John XXIII 
to the Society of Italian Catholic Jurists: 
Praises group; defines concept of jurist; 
states interest in theme, “Liberty of the 
Press”; recalls wholesome atmosphere of 
his childhood world; condemns spread of 
poisonous literature; discusses clarity of 
conscience as instrument of freedom and 
truth; cites respect for human dignity as 
essential to press; relates limitations on 
freedom to law and order; condemns 
immorality in modern publications; dis- 
cusses legal limitations on press as solu- 
tion; urges positive defense of civilized 
standards, basic human rights; states 
need for continued study, efforts. (Est. 
length: 2560 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 9-10, 1959; AAS 52 (1960) 45-50. 
English digest: TPS (Winter, 1959-1960), 
v. 6, no. 1, 45; English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1960) v. 6, no. 2, 193-9. 


917. Ejightieth Birthday of Cardinal 
Micara. (Octogesimum mox) December 
12, 1959. Letter from Pope John XXIII 
to Cardinal Micara: Congratulates on 
eightieth birthday; notes service in be- 
half of Holy Father; cites work as bishop. 
(Est. length: 360 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Decem- 
ber 25, 1959; AAS 52 (1960) 43-4. 


918. Cardinal Gasparri’s Anniversary. 
(Con animo) Undated. Letter from Pope 
John XXIII to Cardinal Micara: States 
joy at plans to commemorate 25th anni- 
versary of death of Cardinal Gasparri; 
recalls accomplishments of Cardinal 
Gasparri. (Est. length: 400 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 12, 1959. 


919. To Ecuador. (Como el nifio) De- 
cember 13, 1959. Radio message of Pope 
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John XXIII to the faithful of Ecuador: 
Mentions dedication to Our Lady of 
Rosary; discusses motherhood of Mary; 
cites devotion of Ecuador; urges family 
Rosary, sacrifices for missions. (Est. 
length: 480 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 16, 1959; AAS 52 (1960) 52-53. 


920. Naming of New Cardinals. (Mag- 
no cum gaudio) December 14, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the College 
of Cardinals: Comments on catholicity 
of Church; cites as causes of joy large 
audiences, public piety, visits of digni- 
taries; cites as causes of grief natural 
disasters, birth prevention, inequities in 
distribution of earth’s goods, persecu- 
tion of Catholics; points to synod and 
council as reasons for confidence; men- 
tions prayer to Mary, vigor of Church; 
formally names new cardinals. (Est. 
length: 2560 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 14-15, 1959; AAS 52 (1960) 5-12. 


921. The New Cardinals. (Viva com- 
mozione) December 16, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Testa at 
the imposition of birettas on the new 
cardinals: Discusses number of countries 
represented by new cardinals; comments 
on function of cardinals; mentions their 
role in ecumenical council; associates 
number of new cardinals with Beati- 
tudes; discusses Beatitudes and peace, 
honor; recalls the Church suffering; 
notes symbolism of purple. (Est. length: 
1360 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 18, 1959. 


922. Brother Jeremy and Mother Seton. 
(La cerimonia odierna) December 18, 
1959. Address of Pope John XXIII at 
a ceremony proclaiming Brother Jeremy 
and Mother Seton “venerable servants of 
God”: Mentions background of two “ven- 
erables”; cites them as incentives for 
today; sketches life and character of 
Brother Jeremy; sketches life and 


character of Mother Seton; states ad- 
miration for U. S. Catholics; points to 
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need for simplicity and charity in world 
today. (Est. length: 1600 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 19, 1959. English excerpt: TPS 
(Spring 1960) v. 6, no. 2, 189-90. 


923. Peace on Earth. (Eccoci a Natale) 
December 23, 1959. The Christmas mes- 
sage of Pope John XXIII broadcast to 
the entire world: Cites liturgy; notes 
abuse of term “peace” and true source 
of peace; states primacy of interior 
peace; notes dignity of man as basis for 
social peace; discusses family, brother- 
hood of man; points to truth as basis for 
international peace; contrasts true and 
false co-existence; cites errors, human 
obstacles, in search for peace; discusses 
role of Church, prayer, and doctrine, in 
search for peace; notes cause of war; 
laments suffering of Church; exhorts 
Catholics act for peace; greets the suffer- 
ing, others. (Est. length: 3600 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 24, 1959; AAS 52 (1960) 27-35. 
English tr.: TPS (Spring 1960) v. 6, no. 
2, 200-07. 


924. The Christian Family. (Le Radio- 
message de Noél) December 25, 1959. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the dip- 
lomatic corps and families: Comments on 
world reaction to his Christmas broad- 
cast; states sympathy for any sorrows of 
audience; recalls own family life; enu- 
merates characteristics of Christian 
family; cites example of Holy Family. 
(Est. length: 1200 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 28-29, 1959. English excerpt: 
TPS (Spring 1960) v. 6, no. 2, 149. 


925. The Third Mass of Christmas. 
(La celebrazione) December 25, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the faithful 
of Rome and the world: Repeats wishes 
of liturgy for light, joy, peace; men- 
tions light, truth, and love of Holy Child; 
notes secret of true joy; prays for peace. 
(Est. length: 640 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 28-29, 1959. 
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926. On Christian Education. (A Nos 
Vénérables) December 30, 1959. Message 
from Pope John XXIII to a convention 
in Utrecht, Holland, celebrating the 
thirtieth anniversary of Pope Pius XI’s 
encyclical Divini illius Magistri: Praises 
encyclical; reaffirms rights of family, 
Church in education; affirms need for 
Church influence in educational organi- 
zations; states concern over educational 
effects of scientific, technological prog- 
ress; urges greater Catholic participa- 
tion in these fields. (Est. length: 1150 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 31, 1959; AAS 52 (1960) 57-59. 
English digest: TPS (Spring 1960) v. 6, 
no. 2, 152-3; English excerpt: TPS 
(Spring 1960), v. 6, no. 2, 214. 


Il. 


Documents in this issue in the 
form of a digest or excerpt. 


——. Unity in the Eucharist. (Mon- 
achium, Bavariae caput) June 27, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Testa, papal legate to Eucharistic Con- 
gress in Munich: Cites importance of 
congress; praises qualities of Cardinal 
Testa; discusses Eucharist and unity; 
cites effects of Eucharist; asks prayers 
for spread of Christianity; blesses Mu- 
nich. (Est. length: 900 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
1-2, 1960; AAS 52 (1960)7638-5. 





To Cardinal Cushing. (Alta stirpe 
inhaerens) June 27, 1960. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to Cardinal Cushing ap- 
pointing him legate to Peruvian Eu- 
charistic Congress: Names cardinal his 
delegate; urges stress on increased de- 
votion to Eucharist; cites need for more 
priests. (Est. length: 600 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
31, 1960; AAS 52 (1960)811-12. 





. St. Paul’s Visit to Malta. (Con 
profonda) July 24, 1960. Radio message 
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of Pope John XXIII to the Catholics of | 


Malta: Praises devotion of Maltese; re- 
calls biblical account of Paul’s_ ship- 
wreck; praises teachings of Paul; urges 
religious progress; prays to Paul. (Est. 
length: 1750 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, July 
25-26, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 770-4. 





. A Sound Mind in a Sound Body. 
(Prope huius fori obeliscum) August 25, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
Olympic athletes: Welcomes; discusses 
benefits from sports; urges right spirit; 
points to history, beauty of Rome. (Est. 
length: 850 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
26, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 817-19. 





A Blessed Union. (Sea por siem- 
pre) August 28, 1960. Radio message of 
Pope John XXIII to the Eucharistic 
Congress in Peru: Cites faith of Peru; 
discusses unity in the Eucharist, effects 
of Holy Communion; blesses Peru. (Est. 
length: 500 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, Au- 
gust 31, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 829-30. 





Significance of the Olympics. 
(Le beau spectacle) August 29, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee: Discusses 
earlier meeting with Olympic athletes; 
cites spiritual gains from sports; affirms 
joy, optimism. (Est. length: 800 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Aug- 
ust 29-30, 1960; AAS 52 (1960)819-21. 
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. “Remember Thou Keep Holy the 
Sabbath Day.” (Il richiamo) September 
8, 1960. Letter of Pope John XXIII to 
clergy and faithful of Bergamo: Recalls 
earlier Eucharistic congresses; points to 
missionary activity; mentions theme of 
congress, “The Third Commandment”; 
contrasts Christian and secular attitudes 
to Sabbath; urges holy Sabbath, watch- 
fulness. (Est. length: 1750 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 12-13, 1960. 





. The Blessed Mother and the 
Spanish People. (En medio del) Septem- 
ber 11, 1960. Radio message of Pope John 
XXIII to the faithful of Spain: Praises 
Spain’s traditions, devotion to Mary; 
commends family life, spirituality of 
Spanish people; urges devotion to rosary. 
(Est. length: 650 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 12-13, 1960. 


. Faith and the Heart of Man. 
(Nous vous remercions) September 24, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to the 
European Society of Cardiologists: 
Praises progress of cardiology; cites ref- 
erences to heart in Bible; discusses faith 
and human learning; points to personal 
element in medicine. (Est. length: 1100 
words) 





French text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 26-27, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 824- 
27. 


























Reprints from The Pope Speaks 


The following is a selection from the reprints now in 
stock. We welcome inquiries about others. 


Each of these reprints is 10¢ unless marked otherwise. 
A discount of 25% is given on gross orders of $5.00 or 


more. All orders should be prepaid. 


Address your order to: THE Pope SpeAKs MAGAZINE, 
3622 12th St., N.E., Washington 17, D. C. 


A-1: Truth, Charity, and the Critic. Principles for the literary critic. 
February 13, 1956. 

C-1: The Movies. Two talks setting forth the mind of Pius XII on this 
timely and controversial topic: morality and motion pictures. June 21, 
1955. (25¢) 

E-1: The Bases of Sound Education. A talk to high school students on 
their duty to study seriously. Extensive remarks on the high school cur- 
riculum. March 24, 1957. 

E-2: The Right to Educate. The respective roles of family, state, and 
society in the education of youth. A forthright stand on a pressing con- 
temporary question. November 10, 1957. 

F-1: The Large Family. Discussion of the family with many children 
and a commentary on fears of “overpopulation.” January 20, 1958. (15¢) 
L-1: Saered Music and Sacred Liturgy. An important instruction of 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites, synthesizing the pronouncements of Pius 
XII on the liturgy. September 3, 1958. (20¢) 

M-1: Moral Problems in Fashion Design. Principles needed for moral 
evaluation of fashions in dress. November 8, 1957. (15¢) 

M-2: Applied Psychology. A very important appraisal of the purposes, 
techniques, and limitations of modern applied psychology. April 10, 1958. 
R-1: Sedes sapientiae. An Apostolic Constitution on the formation and 
education of seminarians in Religious Orders. May 31, 1956. 

R-3: The State of Perfection. An extensive discussion of the Religious 
life with emphasis on the vow of obedience. December 11, 1957. 

S-2: Perennial Philosophy and Modern Science. Contemporary sci- 
ence and its impact on traditional Christian philosophy. September 14, 
1955. 

T-2: The Teaching Authority of the Church. The address “Si dili- 
gis,” of May 31, 1954. 

W-2: The Mission of the Catholic Woman. Lengthy discussion of 
woman’s apostolate as one of truth, love, and action. September 29, 1957. 
W-3: Christian Widowhood. An address to Catholic widows on the 
duties of their state in life. September 16, 1957. 

W-4: Mary: Model for the Sodalist. The ideals of the sodalist are 
found concretely in the life of the Blessed Virgin. April 26, 1958. 











THE 
The American Quarterly which 
jDO))P 35 brings you the Holy Father's 
words in English. 


SPEAKS 





EDITORIAL BOARD 


Editor and Publisher: John O'Neil 
Contributing editors: Frederick Dyer and Martin F. Connor 
Managing editor: James Kearney 
Associate editors: Sister M. Claudia, I.LH.M.; Rosalie L. Katkish 
Rosabelle Kelp; Henry Lefebure; Joseph Sprug 


ADVISORY BOARD 


Rev. Edmond D. Benard Most Rev. Francis A. Marrocco 
Rev. Eugene Burke, C.S.P. Very Rev. John P. McCormick, S.S. 
Rev. Eamon R. Carroll, O.Carm. Rev. Francis J. Powers, C.S.V. 
Very Rev. Francis J. Most Rev. Ambrose Senyshyn 
Connell, C.SS.R. Rt. Rev. Maurice S. Sheehy 
Rev. John C. Ford, S.J. Rev. Gerard S. Sloyan 
Rev. Thomas Harte, C.SS.R. Rev. Ferrer Smith, O.P. 
Rev. William Hill, S.S. Rev. James VanderVeldt, O.F.M. 
Very Rev. Harry C. Koenig Rev. Austin Vaughan 
Mr. Eugene P. Willging 


THE POPE SPEAKS is a quarterly magazine presenting, in English, recent letters and 
addresses of the reigning Pontiff. When space is available, documents of prior years 
and prior pontificates are published. Translations are based chiefly on texts published in 
L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily, which prints the Pope’s messages in the lan- 
guage in which they are given. These translations are either the work of the magazine’s 
own staff of translators, or are revisions of versions derived from other sources. Before 
publication each issue is reviewed by members of the Advisory Board. 


Subscription prices: $6.00 a year; $11.00 two years; $16.00 three years. When more 
than one subscription is included in a single order, all one-year subscriptions after the 
first are $5.00. Single copy $1.50. Subscriptions begin with latest issue. Special rates 
for quantity lots. Back issues available at flat rate of $1.50 each. For Canada and other 
countries: same rates as in U.S.A. Reprints of individual documents may also be ordered. 
Address all correspondence to THE POPE SPEAKS, 3622 12th St., N. E., Washington 17, 
D.C. Phone LA 6-1217. 


cum permissu superiorum 





